


In the midst of a sform on a
desolate strip of California’s
lost coast, Theo spofs a youngd
man named Conner wandering
aimlessly on the side of the
road. He picks up fhe
shivering, silent sfranger and
brings him back fo his home for
shelter. While they waif for the
sform fo pass, they begin fo
uncover each others past.
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(CONNOR |

Connor is infrospective and guarded, though he has an expressive and warm
side that is reserved for people who earn his frust. He's in his early 20s and
has an over-confidence thal he has himself and life figured ouf. He fronfs
assuredness thal he doesn't need people fo be happy and prides himself on
his independence. What he can't figure out is why he's having regular panic
affacks.

Connor has been cast and will be played by Cole Doman (pictured above).
Cole is an accomplished actor who played the fitular role in Henry Gamble's
Birthday Party directed by Steven Cone. Mosf recenfly he can be seen in
Uncle Frank as young Frank from writer/director Alan Ball and Gossip Girl on

HBO Max.
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Theo is a warm-hearfed and curious naturalist in his early 30s. He's a bif of a
square but means well with his flar sense of humor. He's disconfent fo nof be
learning abouf the world and people around him and reads social cues like
he was a mind reader. He offen finds himself deeply invested in solving other
people's problems buf lacks the self-awareness to address his own.

Theo has been cast and will be played by Joel DeCandio (pictured above).
Joel is a NYC based actor with numerous noftable performances in stage
productions including af Tennessee Williams Theater Festival and
infernational Shakespeare productions. He recently made the jump fo film
with fhe upcoming Give by Kenya Gillespie.






e

AW, N0

SRR A
C‘:%-‘"., - Ly ‘—',.
S D . N
T

...g‘ u N ;

LS - N X [

L R ' S Ne o

In the midsf of a storm on a desolate sirip of California’s lost coast, Theo spofs a young man named
Conner wandering aimlessly on the side of the road. He picks up the shivering, silent stranger and
brings him back to his home for shelter.

After a brief sfilted conversation, Theo sefs up a bed for Conner. Later that night, alone in his room,
Connor suffers a panic atfack. He remains silenf. The following morning Theo asks if Connor would
like fo stay a liftle longer and join him fo go mushroom foraging. With some hesiftaftion and exhausted
from lack of sleep, Conner obliges. In the woods, Theo learns that Conner has made a sudden
choice to leave San Francisco, and his boyfriend, fo fravel north alone without proper preparation or
even a sel destination. Conner coldly offers no further defails and remains guarded with his words.

Upon refurning to the house, Conner is exhausted and falls asleep. He dreams of his boyfriend
absfractly causing him both pleasure and pain. Waking from his anxious vision, he helps Theo
prepare for dinner. While doing so, Conner discovers a drawer full of pictures of Theo and another
man lovingly posing fogefher. Over dinner, Conner asks aboul the pictures and Theo explains his
husband has recently passed away. As Conner listens fo this tender story, he visibly Iries to distance
himself from fhe situation and succumbs to another panic aftack. Theo helps him calm down and
insists he stay another night to fry and rest. Conner, in his first moment of sincerity and vulnerability,
fhanks him.

The following morning, Theo brings Conner fo a place special fo him and his lafe partner as they
openly discuss ftheir internal struggles with infimacy and dependence. Theo encourages Conner o
reconsider running from fhat which scares him back home with his boyfriend. Conner, with a falsely
fough exferior remains firm in his plan fo pursue his independence fthrough fhis northern frip. Theo
drops Conner off af the highway, they say their goodbyes and part ways. Leff alone, Conner makes
fhe last minute choice fo begin fraveling back home fo face his own insecurities and perhaps, find a
deeper love.




LOCATION

He Won't Belong was writfen around a location secured ahead of fime. It is a
rusfic two-story house in Sea Ranch, CA owned by a friend’s family. II's abouf 3
hours north of San Francisco. The cast and crew will be sftaying in the house for
the duration of the shoot along with a couple ofher Sea Ranch homes nearbu.
All the house pictures in this pitch deck are of the shooting location.
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT

He Won't Belong explores anxiefy, loneliness, fear of dependence, loss, self-
isolation, and infimacy -- all through a queer lens. As a gay man, | always
long to see LGBTQ characters in film grapple with issues I've had fo deadl
with in regards to my sexuality beyond just ‘coming oul’. For myself and
many queer people I've mef, confronting yourself infernally in your young
formative years fo present yourself externally as a queer person comes with
ifs own sef of sfruggles that can last a lifefime. This film explores the things
fhaf don'f just disappear affer you come out. While these issues are common
among the LGBTQ community | believe this story can resonate with anyone
regardless of sexual orientation.

This is a sfory for anyone who has ever fellf they didn't belong.




IHE TEAM

DOMINIC MERCURIO

writer / director / ediftor

Dominic Mercurio is an award-winning San Francisco
based filmmaker. His video work has premiered on
Billooard, FADER, PopMatters, The Bay Bridged, and
has been featured af SFMOMA. He's worked wifh
Tune-Yards, The Seshen, Pomplamoose, Foxtails
Brigade, and more. His most recent project, a music
video + short film hybrid fitled CYAN, was screened at
the 2020 editions of Film Forf, Portland Film Festival,
and Drunken Film Festival Oakland,

CYAN and his ofther recent music videos, Be Brave
(Best Music Video af SFFFF 2018), We Are Not
Ourselves (NYC Independent Film Fesfival 2017) and
Flames & Figures (Porfland Music Video Festival
2017) are focused writer-direcfor-editor visions that
deeply intertwine visuals and music fo create narrafive
music videos bursting with vibrant off-kilter characters
and surreal nightmarish imagery.

Born and raised in the SF Bay Area, Dominic has @
B.S. in Digital Film and Video Production from fthe Art
Institute of California - San Francisco.
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https://vimeo.com/23514563

IHE TEAM

JAENA STA ANA
oroducer

Born in the Philippines, Jaena immigrated fo Southern
California in the early 90s, acclimafing fo her new
counfry fthrough film and TV, igniting her passion for
filmmaking. She navigated her way fthrough film
school and into the enterfainment indusfry, with the
goal of telling inspiring and diverse stories.

For the past 10 years, she has focused on creafing
animared series and films working ar studios such as
LucasFilm, Stoopid Buddy Stoodios, and
DreamWorks Animation where she recently completed
Guillermo del Toro's Trollhunfers: Rise of the Titans as
the Line Producer. Jaena is currently working af Nelflix
Animation as a Line Producer.




IHE TEAM

MATTHEW ROME
director of photography

Matthew Rome is an Oakland based cinematographer.
He grew up in a dark dank pacific northwest in a city
fhat was bofth very urban and yef very much
infertwined  with  the surrounding wilderness. These
themes and tones that shaped his person can be
found throughout his work. Matt studied many fthings
along his path fo becoming a filmmaker including the
culinary arfs, printmaking, educafion, glass blowing,
fine art, snowboarding, and eventually earned a BS af
AICA-SF in Digital Filmmaking.

Matt specializes in short format content such as arfist
profiles, music videos, narraftive shorts, and
documentaries. ODDBALL, an artist profile thar Malf
shot feafturing fthe late San Francisco film archivist
Srephen Parr, was awarded a Vimeo Staff Pick in 2017
Matt's work has also been selected to play af New York
Independent Film Fest, Mill Valley Film Festival, Marfa
Film Fest and many more.

B0


https://vimeo.com/184594768

IHE TEAM

DEB LEAL

oroduction design

Deb Leal is an inferdisciplinary arfist using
photography & cinematlic practices fo invesfigate
personal biparfite narrafives, offen fthrough a
mefaphysical lens. Leal's work seeks fo pinpoinf what
Is considered emblematic in an effort fo exercise the
enigmatic in different dialects.

She received her BFA in Fine Arf Photography from
The Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design and her work
has been exhibited in galleries, fesfivals, and
conferences including: The deYoung Arf Museum, San
Francisco; Connecting Perspectives, and more. She
is currently living and working in Oakland, California.

B0




DISTRIBUTION STRATEGY |

Upon complelion, | will submif to film fesfivals big and small across the counfry and
beyond. Selections will be based on places my work has screened in the past and
fufure goals. Additionally, it will be released online for a wider audience.
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Direcfor has previously screened a: Addifionally will submir fo
SF International Festival of Short Films Frameline

SF Frozen Film Festival Ouffest

Porfland Film Festival SF Indie Fest

NYC Independent Film Festival SF Infernational Film Festival
Richmond Infernafional Film Festival Mill Valley Film Festival
Hudson NY Shorts Sundance Film Festival
Deep Focus Film Festival Slamdance Film Festival
Drunken Film Fesfival Oakland Cannes Film Festival

Genre Blast SXSW

Allanfa Shortsfest Palm Springs Infernational Fest of Shorfs
Allanta Underground Film Festival Tribeca Film Festival




SCONTACT

Dominic Mercurio (Writer / Director)
650.703.7537

dominicmercurio@gmail.com

WEBSITE
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mailto:dominicmercurio@gmail.com
http://www.dominicmercurio.com
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