AMBASSADORS OF
THE VILLAGE OF KENOU

We are proud to have ambassadors of different cultures, color and gender.
This emphasizes the universal character of our film.

WADE DAVIS (Colombia)
Wade Davis is perhaps the most articulate and influential western advocate for the world's indigenous cultures. A National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, he has been described as “a rare combination of scientist, scholar, poet and passionate defender of all of life’s diversity.”


“The African Vodoun is not a black magic cult; it is a complex metaphysical worldview. The word, itself, is derived from the Fon term for spirit, or god.
That such a profound spiritual tradition has been so thoroughly misunderstood and thoughtlessly denigrated is no accident of history; it is a reflection of a long and ignoble history that began as slavery spawned racism, as Europeans, in particular, systematically dehumanized and debased African peoples and cultures, if only to be able to rationalize their heinous and morally repugnant deeds.
We all need to acknowledge this truth, even as we support all efforts to reveal the true spiritual wonder of the African legacy. I wish Herma, Niek and the team all the very best, as they tell this story, and thank them for their persistence and dedication”



HRM QUEEN MOTHER SÊMÉVO DR. DÒWÒTI DÉSIR  (Haiti/USA/Bénin)
Her Royal Majesty Dr. Dòwòti Désir a.k.a. Sêmévo, is the Queen Mother of the African Diaspora, Bénin Republic. An independent scholar, author, and human rights activist, she is among the foremost authorities of Vodou, and a thought leader in its application to contemporary life and development.    
The honesty of The Village of Kenou is alluring.  Thoughtfully shot and well edited, we are given an intimate look of what life is like in a Beninese village. More importantly we receive this insight without being voyeuristic.  Vodou remains comparatively unknown outside of the circles of its practitioners, adepts, and academics. This film contributes greatly to our understanding of how the sacred science of Vodou frames the lives of its inhabitants with love, discipline, and deep reflection. From the eyes of the infants, to its principle characters, the brides of the Thunder God Heviosso and its eldest resident, The village of Kenou teaches us how a philosophy foundation to the African world view is central to the sense of duty and purpose articulating our lives from birth to death. Through the voice of its actors we understand their peace, opens us to peace. The film’s lush sound scape in its polyphonic textures alone, is worth seeing. 







PHILIPPE CHARLIER (France)
Philippe Charlier is a physician, archaeologist and anthropologist and director of the ethnographic Musée Quai Branley in Paris.

"Vodou is much more than a religion, it is a culture, an art of living, and of being, for humans, in complete communion with nature and the gods. In Benin, the practice of Vodou is often not exclusive, but it allows everyone to cling to fundamental values, where deceased ancestors are still present, active, and useful for the community of the living. Every gesture is considered. Every moment is important. Nothing is left to chance... or maybe it's the gods who roll the dice?
In this documentary, the directors show this daily life in a village community, and the way in which Vodou is part of life, in which Vodou is life. It is a difficult exercise, and the immersion is not easy. We can congratulate the directors for this work, for the aesthetics of their documentary, and the desired goal”



MARIAN MARKELO / OKOMFO (The Netherlands)

Marian Markelo is a leading traditional Surinam Winti priestess. As a board member of the Dutch NiNsee (National Institute for the Study of Dutch Slavery and its Legacy)  she is committed to spreading her knowledge of Winti and keeping the past alive.  
Every year during Keti Koti, the annual celebration of the slavery past, she offers a libation for the ancestors and gods and expresses the desire and need for equal opportunities for all. 


“Winti originated as a religion and philosophy in Suriname after the African diaspora. Despite a legal ban in colonial times, the slaves remained attached to the culture and traditions of their African ancestors. It is an honor to be an ambassador for this documentary that respectfully and dignifiedly portrays Vodou culture as it has been experienced for centuries. The image is stripped of all the wrong ingredients that predominate in films about non-Western spirituality. 
This documentary is an important step in the renaissance of West African spirituality.”



DODJI AMOUZOUVI  (Benin)

Dodji Amouzouvi is professor of sociology at the university Abomey-Calavi in Benin. As a champion for an honest image on Vodou, he holds positions in various organizations in the fields of sociology, anthropology and religion.

“The first Western revelations about the Vodou were made by missionaries, merchants and military. They discovered a universal religion and demonized it for their own self-interest. They tried to convince African peoples that God and the white culture are superior. All the other Gods were presented as devils and demons.
It is a duty and necessity to dismantle all cliché’s, prejudices and misconceptions. That is why I welcome and support the filmmakers' initiative to present the Vodou as it really is”

