


Syvnopsis: On the longest day of the year,
a queer Chinese American teenager
writes a heartfelt letter to an old flame.
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| hnical Specs
\, Dﬁratlon % mins
s Co’nﬁaleted August 2022
R .-;‘Shootlng Format: Digital
Py ’,f\»’ Screemng K ormat 'DCF ﬁ‘
) Aspect Ratlo 16:9
Language Einglish &

Chmese (Mandarin)
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Director’s Statement: “Summer Solstice functions as both an intimate character study and a portrait of a community we
rarely see on screen. Shot entirely on an iPhone 13 Pro with no budget, a skeleton crew, and a non-professional cast, the film
sensitively captures a queer first generation Chinese American teenager as she experiences loneliness and yearning following the
departure of an old flame. I set out to create a project that audiences could perceive as equally personal and universal. Our
quietly powertul protagonist, Lucy Zheng, spends her free time revisiting familiar haunts, including an ornate Buddhist temple
situated atop a hill, and a childhood home, bathed in warm sunlight, that is now being put up for sale. Attached to each space is
an array of complex emotions that the audience experiences alongside Lucy. I wanted people to move through the courtyard, the
hallway, or the restaurant with her while adding a sense of naturalism and authenticity to convey this unique perspective. As the
director, producer, writer, DP, and editor, I had a lot on my plate but still devoted my attention to capturing cultural nuances €
Buddhlst monk passing by our lead or elderly restaurant customers chatting in Mandarin). But Whlle the specificity of this
narrative is evident in Zheng’s performance and the encompassing c1nematography, there i F:
is my hope that viewers undergo a transformative journey steeped in nostalgi
choosing instead to live in the past is a state that most people have

places filled with memories works to 1dent1fy a common hum
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- Fillmmaker Christian Lee






How You Can Help:
or a full length short drama that could not be completed d
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mailto:chriswrites22@gmail.com
http://christianleefilm.weebly.com
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