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LOGLINE

A priest, haunted by his past, has his daily life disrupted by an ancient spirit
of the damned who seeks to steal his soul.

THE
CATHEDRAL SYNOPSIS
- an THE CATHEDRAL is the story of a priest, Fr. Noel, played by Nigel Mercier,
/ \ who encounters an ancient and evil presence that manifests itself in the image
| “ of a possessed monk. Fr. Noel, experiencing incredible loneliness on the
e anniversary of the tragic accident that claimed the lives of his young family
LSRRI LER 1 before he entered the priesthood, is faced with this spirit of the damned who,
Click on Thumbnail to watch Trailer taking advantage of his weakened emotional state, has come to steal his soul.
BASED ON A TRUE STORY

For eons, with her dark granite cliffs, rain sodden boglands, and misty damp forests,
Ireland has given birth to legends and tales of horrific and terrifying beasts, dark figures, and
vengeful demons. “The Cathedral”, is based loosely on one of these tales. Long ago, in the
14th century, there was a monk who fell into temptation and freely relinquished his soul to
Beelzebub, the Devil. Bound to the small church in the West of Ireland where he once
worshipped, he was forced by his new master to reappear there every 100 years to steal a soul,
until a local priest banished him in the year of 1864. It is said that, before he was exorcised, a
single tear fell from the demon, leaving a mark on the church floor which can still been seen

CATHEDRAL
to this day. e


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV66zIy4aBA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV66zIy4aBA
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Turlough O Cinnéide - Director, Writer, Editor, Producer

An Irish film director from Co. Clare, he earned his Bachelor of Science in Creative
Broadcast & Film Production with First Class Honours from Shannon University TUS.
He has been nominated for the Lord Puttman Scholarship 2022. He is an
award-winning director with his f1rst short film “Gaslight” and, most recently, his
short documentary “Born From Fire” , Which has'won 9 awards and 5 nominations in
10 different countries in only its first few months in the festival circuit. He also
directed “The Breaking” a short drama which is bound to win awards when it
embarks on its festival run. He is Managing Director of Dolmen Films, which he
founded in 2016.

Joseph Palmer - Producer and Actor

An American expat from El Paso, Texas, he graduated from New Mexico State
University a Bachelor of Business Administration with a minor in Business Computer
Systems. Having led a successful career as an independent consultant in the retail
financial industry, managing multi-million dollar projects from concept to
implementation and performing pre-sales pitches for prospecti ive clients at SAP, he
turned to the film industry to apply his skills there. He is an award-winning producer
for the short documentary “Born From Fire” and horror short “Law of Retribution”.
He has also been nominated for an award for the feature screenplay “Law of
Retribution” which he wrote in 2020. He was brought on as CEO/Producer of Dolmen
Films in 2021.
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FAQ

What was the budget? Most of the cast and crew donated their time, effort, and top-notch equipment because they believed in the
project. Total out-of-pocket expenses came to around 750 euros, not including festival fees.

How many locations did you use and where were they? There were 5 locations (3 churches, one house, and a forest trail) from
Limerick to Galway and in between. Everything was within a 45-mile radius.

How long did the shoot take? 5 overnight shoots and 2 days of pick-ups.

What cameras and other equipment did you use? Both Camera A and Camera B were BMIPCC4Ks. We used Samyang lenses, ARRI
HMI lights, two smoke machines, a Tiffen Steadicam and a DJI Gimbal

What was one of the challenges and how did you o e it? During the summer in Ireland, there are only 4 hours of darkness
per day, so we had to shoot overnight for 5 straight days in rent locations. We were practically dead by the last day. We were able to
shift some of the crew around to accommodate working schedules. We overcame this obstacle by sheer willpower and stubbornness.

If you could do it again, what would you do differently? Not schedule night shoots in mid-summer to give us extra time to play
with the setups (lighting, etc.)

Were there any hard decisions that had to be made (babies to sacrifice)? We decided to remove an entire scene from the edit
because it didn’t work as well on film as it did on paper. It was a lovely scene but it just wouldn’t have added anything to the film.

_Explain some of the artistic choices in the film. Horror shouldn’t be all about blood and gore, it should be about the heightened
senses that come with an adrenaline rush; how the sounds in the dark unknown places affect a person. It should be about not knowing your
adversary and the internal battle with your own'fear. We wanted to capture that.

What were your influences? We wanted to reinvent an old Irish legend in contemporary times in an organic way, so, our influences
were some of the more terrifying Irish legends and stories that I had heard as a child around the fire.

What direction would you like to see Irish horror take and how would you like to influence it? Irish horror should take its
inspiration from the landscape and old ghost stories told in Ireland. These stories are terrifying but sadly are forgotten by many
filmmakers. We will also start focusing more on the thriller aspect rather than simple horror based on current viewer trends leaning more
towards terrifying thrillers.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Genre: Horror, Thriller

Runtime: 18 min 5 sec

Aspect Ratio: 16:9

Cameras: ® BMPCC4K

Shooting Format’_.r Al . 1080p 23.95 fps .
r—r—RAWe(pro res) A 1T A

Video Encoding: A H.261, \F Al IR,

Language _l Engllsh g BEHIND THE SCENES

COllIltl‘y of Ol.‘iglll Ireland NIGEL MERCIER

Completion Date: Iune 1,2022 Click on Thumbnail to watch bonus BTS video

Age Rating: 15A

CONTACT DETAILS

Email: dolmenfilmsirl@gmail.com

Website: www.dolmenfilms.com
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