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LOGLINE

A poctic ethnographic documentary that draws on the individual and collective memories of
Italian migrants who made Victoria, Australia their home after the end of World War 2.

SYNOPSIS

From the ruins of post world war two Italy, hundreds of thousands of people migrated to Australia, part of the largest
documented migration in history. This documentary film shines a light on some of the cultural and social stories these
migrants came with and were met by and how these stories transformed over time, offering a profound reminiscence
and ensuring a generation of stories is not lost. These are the stories of Australia. of the challenges and achievements of
migration - the memories that make us all.

photos courtesy Muscums Victoria Collections and D’Aprano Family
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Memories, we will always have them in our hearts from our

old country. It was where we were born. It was where we

first started life. But the memories - the real memories - are

made here in Australia. Because it’s like you have left your old
life behind to start a new one. And this is when the memories

are made. The moment we arrived here, a new life, new memories.

- JOSIE, WONTHAGGI ITALIAN SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP

photos courtesy of Benjamin Cittadini, Millie Schillick, State Library of Victoria
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FULL SYNOPSIS

Memories That Make Us: stories of post World War 2 Italian migration to
Australia is a feature length ethnographic documentary film thac draws on the
individual and collective memories of Ttalian migrants to Australia after the
end of World War 2. From the ruins of post-war Italy, hundreds of thousands
of people migrated to Australia, part of the largest documented migration in
history. This film shines a light on some of the cultural and social stories these
migrants came with and were met by and how these stories cransformed over
time, oﬁ'cring a prol'bund reminiscence and ensuring a generation of stories
are not lost. These are the stories of Australia, of the challenges and

achievements of migration - the memories that make us all.

Through a series of chaprers, individual and collective memory keepers reflect
on their own memories and how their journeys have intersecred with the
memories and journeys of others. These memory keepers talk, and walk, us
through their memories and the moments, objects and spaces that contain
them. Each story told is a bright star - personal but connected, revealing a
lived, shared history, belonging to a generation of Italians who made Australia,

Vicroria, Melbourne, their new home.

photos courtesy of Lella Cariddi
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BACKGROUND

The film emerges from a long-term research project conducted at Deakin University led by Toija Cinque, Martin Potter and Sean Redmond. with the support of
CO.ASIT. Ialian Assistance Association, in collaboration with senior researcher and 1l Globo journalist Riccardo Schirru and multi-culeural communications

L‘XPL‘]'[ :md Pl'OiCCl’ manager Fortis KZIPL‘IOPOIOUS.

g countries and oceans, reflecting massive global shifts catalysed chrough war,

"Memories That Make Us" is a story that reaches back across generations, spannin
politics and changes in social atticudes. The Tralian migration story moves from the rise of fascism, through the Second World War, the devastation of Ttalian cities
and countryside and the waves of post-war migration that rippled out across Europe. America and Australia. Of the 33,000 Italians who migrated to Australia
between 1947 and 1950, preceding another 170,000+ in the 1950s and carly 1960’ many came from southern Italy. Between 1951 and 1968, around 42,000 Italians
arrived under the assisted passage agreement between Australia and Traly. Around 80% were sponsored by relatives or pacsani (people from the same region),
some of who had arrived in Australia before the Second World War. Those selected for assisted passage came on the condition that they took whatever work and
accommodation was offered for a period of two years. Many were recruited in Italy for projects like the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme. Others were
sent to the steelworks in towns such as Newceastle and Wollongong or employed in the engineering and rextile factories thac were springing up in major cities. Fol-
lowing the end of their contracts the majority of migrancs from this time sectled in the inner suburbs of Melbourne and Sydney and radically eransformed the

social, cultural, political and economic lives of these ciries.

These post World War 2 ltalian migrants are now aged over their seventies. Their stories need to be heard and shared with the Australian community and inter-
generationally within che Italian Australian community. This project secks to play a part in ensuring that stories from this ageing generation of Italians are not
forgotten. Every generation must relearn the old stories of past generations if they are to remain in the collective memory for current and future generations.
The aim of the documentary is. in part. to create networks and affective ties not only between generations of ltalian Australians but to diasporic populations
around the world. Informed by extensive interviews, story cireles, memory walks and friendship cells, and with the unique participation and support from the

Italian community in Victoria, the resulting documentary is a multi-voiced story that activates and connects memories of the past with present experiences.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

We produced this film over an 18 month period, greatly impacted by COVID which saw our home of
Melbourne, Vicroria endure the longeest lockdown in the world ac 262 days. During this time, the task of
preserving some of the stories of this generation of migrants who have such a positive and profound
impact on Australian society seemed to gain gravitas. Human connections and the sharing of memories
go hand in hand. Despite the social distance that defined the lockdowns sharing our memories wich

others makes those memories real.

"Memories That Make Us" secks to shine a light on some of the cultural and social stories post-war Italian
migrants came with and how these stories transformed over time, offering both a profound reminiscence

and ensuring a generation of stories are not lost.

This is also a documentary that probes how we construct our cultural identity and how our identities
evolve over time. It is a film about traces and layers, about the human as a palimpsest - like a palimpsest.
we are written on by the memories we share, and by those shared wich and about us. We are made of
memories - individually and collectively. Every community has a living memory of itself. an awareness of
a collective identity woven of a thousand individual stories. Memory is a means for endlessly re-writing
the self and our collective identity. To realise this sense of *palimpsest” on film we interweave personal
archival footage with memory provocations such as the ‘memory walk’ and ‘reminiscientia’ (everyday
keepsakes, objects and mementoes that stir reminiscence and memories of migration). Our memory
keepers talk, and walk, us through their memories and the moments, objects and spaces that contain

those memories.

The complex interweaving of these memories allows both the memory keepers and the audience to step
back for a ‘synpotic view’ of our selves both individually and collectively and to see the traces and layers -

the palimpsest of memories - that makes 'us'




When | got to the Port of Messina I pickcd up a stone and as
we were about to board the ship I threw the stone in the

water and [ said to myself - "Italy, from now you are dead for:
me. You dcsrro_\r'cd m_v_vourh, I'm Ic':n"ing. I don’t even want to
think ()f‘_\ﬂ'ou...” And from there, our life bcg:m in Australia.

- TINA SESTI
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I come here around 1949. I come from the
mountains. Never been :zn.\r'\\'hcrc before. 1
was supposed to go to Germany or France

but my old man said to me, “No matey,

you're going the wrong way - you should go

to Australia,” and he p:u'd my trip and I got
a job straight away in the coal mine. In the
meantime, I fall in love with a woman and I
married her... and that’s it.

- LOU STORTI
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When I went back to I m]_y'. I felt at home straight away in
Trieste... I'm still Italian at heart even though I was only a

little baby when we left. Going back... was a homecoming.
- MILLIE SCHILLICK
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I was born in a place called Bivongi in Calabria in Italy in 1947. We

arrived in Melbourne in March 1957. My parents brought cooking

pans and everything, because they were told there was nothing in

Australia, that you lived in wooden houses... and their vision was

living in log cabins. They got a big surprise when they came over...
- NICK SITA

.
™,
“

MEMORIES THAT MAKE US

stories of post World War 2 Italian migration to Australia



I worked in a shoe factory for just
two months. That’s it! And then, my

boyfriend came, I got married, had 5

children and stayed home - and work
a lot. All day. My husband and I got
along together. He was always lovely.
- MARIA DOMENICA DE LEQ
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Marco Fedi - Exceutive Producer

Marco Fedi landed in Australia in 1983, directly from Ascoli
Piceno, in the Marche Region of ltaly. He settled initially in
Adelaide, his wife’s home town. Marco and his family then
moved to Melbourne in 1992 where Marco worked as a
welfare worker for the migrant organisation FILEF, then as
National Coordinator of the Patronaro INCA-CGIL.
handling social security claims. Following this. Marco
directed the multimedia and television facility at the
CO.ASIT. Italian Assistance Association, before entering
the Tralian Parliament in the House of Representatives,
spending 12 years in Rome. Marco was a member of the
Foreign Affairs Permanent Committee and the President of’
the Tralian-Auscralian Inter-Parliamencary Friendship
Group. He returned to Melbourne in 2018 to take up the role
of Chief Executive Officer of CO.AS.IT. which has provided
a range of welfare and cultural services to the Italian and

wider Australian community for more than 50 years.

BIOGRAPHIES

Riccardo Schirru - Senior Rescarcher

Riccardo Schirru is a journalise ac [1 Globo and La Fiamma,
specialising in federal news and providing a weekly social
commentary on current affairs. Riccardo's journalism
captures the issues, successes, trials and tribulations of the
Italian disapora in Australia, his pen expressing the deep
and rich ways that Italian migrants have shaped this
country. He has worked with a host of media outlets in
Australia from radio station Rete Italia to the national
culeural broadeaster SBS. Riccardo was the person who set
the Memories That Make Us project in train, realising that
a whole generation of post war Italian migrants had stories
that needed to be rold, shared and preserved and has been a
guiding hand throughout the project as well as
interviewing many of the story kccpcrs and communities

a long l'hC \\'11)’.

Fotis I\':lpcmpoulos - Production Manager

Fotis has over 25 years experience in arts and culture
management. He was the Multiculeural Media and Policy
Adviser for Victorian Premier Ted Baillieu, advising the
Premier, Chicef of Staff and Department of Premier and
Cabinet. He heads Kape Communications, specialising in
culeurally diverse communications and rescarch. Fotis writes
for Daily Review, Neos Kosmos, and was Editor of the
linglish edition of Neos Kosmos. Australia’s lc:lding Greek
media outlet. From 1993 to 2001, Fotis headed Multicultural
Arts Victoria, (MAV). As CEO of MAV he received an Arts
Victoria Arts Management Leadership Award, a Smithsonian
Fellowship and an Asialink Arts Management Residency ac
the National Ares Council of Singapore. Fotis lectures
regularly on marketing, branding and diversity in the arts ac
RMIT University. Melbourne Polytechnic and the University

of Melbourne.
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Memories That Make Us

Earlier this year CO.AS.IT. engaged into a long term partnership with Deakin University

to collect, archive and preserve the memories of Italian post-war migrants in Victoria.

This wealth of knowledge s at risk
of being lost forever as members of
that initial wave of migration begin to
age and pass away. The inestimable
wealth of knowledge being lost

COASIT. and Deakin University will be conducting initial questionnaires,
focus Qroups and interview sessions with over 200 Italian post-war migrants
aged over 70 years of age. Following the collection of these stones, an archive
will be put together and made accessible to all through an online portal as

real Ufe stories of these membaers of
our community not only will we be
setting the foundations for future
ethno-related research in Australia
and internalionally, but a wealth
of knowledge that will forever live
on Proserving these memories s
essential to the wider presorvation
of Rtalian identity In Austraka. The
experiences faced by Italian post-
war migrants directly influencea
the way Australia changed decades
later. Future generations, when
asking themselves “who am | and
where do | come from?”, will be
able to get o clear answer thanks to
these archives that we are putting
together. The preservation of our
identity as ether Halan migrants
ourseivos or as descandants of ltaban
migrants (ltalo-Australians)  hinges
on the continuous collection of the
memorios and experiences on those
who came before us.

well as various dCasts, radio L anda y 1o be set up
following data collection
"3 these 15 DUt the first step in camenting the legacy of

the generations that came bafore us for the benefit of generations to come,
Should you wish 1o take part in or have any questions about the project

please do not hesitate to e-mail your gqueries to Francesco Contardc at

feontardo@coasit.com.au of call him at 9349 9029 during business hours.

I CO.AS.IT. assieme alla Deakin Ulwels»ry ha intrapreso
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da usare per aitri progetti simili per altre ricerche condotte
per simili scopi da altri gruppi culturall.

I progetto é solo il primo passo di una lunga serie che
permetterd la collezione e s conservazione di memorie
appartenenti a coloro che ci precedettero oltre alla
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We arrived at Station Pier at the end of 1947.
My father was already here in Australia. He
came on to the ship because we had no shoes.
We had no moncy, no nothing. He came on
board with a bag full of shoes and said see
which fits you, but I was only 8 and they were

too big. y
- GERALD, Wonthaggi Italian Senior Citizens Club
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CREDITS

DIRECTOR Martin Potter
PRODUCERS Toija Cinque, Martin Potrer
and Sean Redmond

FEATURING
Tina Sesti, Lou Storti, Millie Schillick, Nick
Sita and Maria Domenica De Leo

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF

Lella Cariddi, Giancarlo Giusti, Pina Ciacia,
Michael Bonacci, Vito and Chiara Cilauro,
Gruppo Culturale Pugliese D'Australia, Assisi
Senior Citizens, Korumburra Italian Social
Club and the Wonthaggi Italian Senior
Citizens Club

FUNDED AND SUPPORTED BY
CO.ASIT. Italian Assistance Association

School of Communication and Creative Arts,

Deakin University

SPECIAL THANKS

Marco Fedi

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

DURATION 72 mins

LANGUAGE English and Italian (with English subtitles)
ASPECT RATIO 16: 9

SOUND Stereo 48KhZ

DELIVERY FORMAT DCP (versioning negotiable)
WEBSITE memoriestharmakeus.today

MEDIA ENQUIRIES
Fotis Kapetopoulos
fotis@knpc.com.:lu

DISTRIBUTION ENQUIRIES
Martin Potter
martin.potter@deakin.edu.au

The Producers would like to acknowledge the
Wadawurrung, Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung people of
the Kulin nations, the traditional owners of the lands on
which this project was filmed.

© 2021




Reality fades and everything becomes memory.
Even you, little by little,
you ceased to be a desire
and you became.a memory.



