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AN EXERCISE IN EMPATHY 

California State University-Chico (CSU) and the surrounding community remains profoundly affected by 
the death and destruction of the Camp Wildfire of 2018. Knowing of that suffering, and that grief is 
cyclic, Dr. September Williams, physician-author, and bioethicist seized the chance, when it was offered, 
to share her work on Narrative Bioethics, Cross-Cultural Competency, and end of life care at CSU. The 
date was set for February 12, 2020, unbeknownst to all that it would be during the rising phase of 
America’s arm of SARS-CoVID19. This  film and the pandemic again underscores that health inequities 
are related to geographical location, race, class, human, and political behavior. More at https://
filmfreeway.com/AnExerciseinEmpathy  

Director/Producer:  Cedric O’Bannon Bio 
Cedric O'Bannon is an African American freelance video journalist and documentary filmmaker. A 
member of the National Writers Union/International Federation of Journalists, O'Bannon's work advances 
humanitarian goals by clarifying the past in support of a better future. Cedric O'Bannon's journalistic 
focus clarified in 2012. That was the year unarmed 17 year old, Trayvon Martin, was fatally shot, walking 
to his father's home in a closed community in Florida. By 2016, O'Bannon was filming political rallies of 
the man who would soon become the chief executive officer of the United States. It was June of 2016, 
while working as a video journalist, that Cedric O'Bannon was stabbed by a Neo-Nazi, wielding a spear at 
the end of a flag pole—which still bore an American flag. And so—history handed Cedric O'Bannon his 
documentary film and journalistic destiny. More at  OB Media https://filmfreeway.com/
AnExerciseinEmpathy  and  https://www.cedricobannon.com 

Producer/Writer/Protagonist: September Williams 
September Williams, MD is a Black American physician-writer, bioethicist, and filmmaker. Her work 
promotes narrative inquiry in bioethics through stories which are diverse, humanitarian, and scientifically 
imbued. More at https://www.septemberwilliams.com/the-writer-chasing-mercury and https://
filmfreeway.com/SeptemberWilliams674  
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