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NATURE’S MAGIC MOMENTS 

 
 -  MUSIC -   

 
 

Nature is full of surprises, but all too often they happen beyond the perception of our eyes and 
ears. In Nature’s Magic Moments we bring some of the wild’s most incredible sights and sounds 
into our our realm using high speed cameras and a musical approach inspired by sources as 
diverse as Alfred Hitchcock and a Viennese royal court. No matter the musical cue, our guiding 
philosophy was to search for the sounds which best conveyed the intense experiences felt by 
our characters, be that a mating ritual, a dramatic fight, or a near death escape.  
 
But while we build our visuals into climactic moments, with our music we do something 
different, something unexpected.   Instead of accelerating the cue towards the end and allowing 
it rise with the visual climax, we decided to do exactly the opposite: Just before each magical 
moment unfolds, we quiet the music. The slow motion sets in and the feeling is that of time 
standing still.  The effect is an otherworldly timelessness, which can almost be physically felt.  
For example, as a kingfisher executes a flawless dive into a still river a clear soprano voice floats 
over the scene creating an atmosphere of wonder and awe.  
 
The music also adds a metaphorical layer to the stories portrayed on screen.  The choice of a 
waltz for the Daubenton’s bat sequence, masterfully supports the eerie but fascinating dance 
of these nightly creatures during their nightly hunt. In the scene of the Hummingbird Hawk 
Moth’s close escape from its predator, the cue creates an almost unbearable suspense, bringing 
to mind a Hitchcock thriller. The music works so well, that even without narration, the meaning 
of the scenes would be understood clearly. One can sense the depth to which composer 
Christian Heschl immersed himself into the stories.  His grasp of the meaning of the animals’ 
every gesture conveyed through strings, percussion, and horns. 
 
Award-winning director, producer and cameraman Christian Baumeister and composer 
Christian Heschl succeeded in creating a compelling film that is supported by an unobtrusive 
soundscape of timeless beauty. The music gives the film an unmistakable character, strengthens 
is dramaturgy, and in the process creates some of its own truly magical moments.  
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Format:   1 x 50’ UHD 
Director:   Christian Baumeister 
Writer:   Patrick Makin 
Music:   Christian Heschl 
Camera:   Christian Baumeister, Alexander Sommer et al.  
Production:   Light & Shadow GmbH 
Executive Producer:  Klaus Kunde-Neimöth (WDR) 

Britta Kiesewetter (NDR/Doclights) 
Christian Cools (arte) 
Gernot Lercher (ORF) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lightandshadow.tv/

