


Logline
An Indian American teenage girl discovers a 

newfound appreciation for her Indian culture 
with help from her deceased grandmother.



Director’s Statement
As an African-American, I was forced to carry the burden of "the hyphen" as the 

prefix to my nationality. Never would I be capable of being seen as just 
“American.” As I matured, I had to learn to navigate both sides of the hyphen. The 

side of me that was too African to be considered American and the side too 
American to be considered African. A black man, born with an identity crisis.

Vidya’s story is my story. A slightly rebellious teen who refuses to connect with 
their heritage for fear of becoming ‘othered.’ However, our unique identity is 

what makes us human, and our ancestors make that identity inseparable from 
who we are. Their dreams (KANAVU) are realized in our identity and that lesson 

is passed down through generations. Coming before us and existing after us.
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