
The Actors Fund has announced a three-hour live-stream presentation of VIRAL VIGNETTES, eleven one-act comedies starring popular character actors from classic TV shows and films.  The live stream will air Saturday April 24th, 8pm Eastern / 5pm Pacific.  Originally produced in the first months of the pandemic in 2020, the series raised money for the Actors Fund and premiered on the YouTube Channel POP GOES THE CULTURE TV.

Hosted by Jim Meskimen (Jimpressions, Impress Me,) the three hour live stream will also include live Q&A from many of the original performers, writers and directors plus new comedy material.  

“Viral Vignettes” was the brainchild of producer David Levin. “It occurred to me that musicians were creating concerts in their living rooms. Comedians were doing stand-up in their bathrooms. Talk shows were happening in basements,” Levin recalled. “But scripted content had come to a dead stop.  Writers have to write.  Actors have to act.”

“With studios and networks shut down, we were all bored to tears.  I thought let’s be creative. We all have smart-phones, zoom, FaceTime.  Let’s do some good for The Actors Fund. And maybe put a smile on people’s faces,” continued Levin.

The series is fully scripted and is set in the present. Stars play characters talking to each other over Skype, FaceTime or Zoom, dealing with the ups and downs of life, during that unprecedented time.  

“And now, it’s kind of a period piece.  A snapshot in time,” Levin said.  “So, here we are, light at the end of the tunnel.  Let’s commemorate this very challenging year by looking back at where we were.”

Douglas Ramirez of the Actors Fund added “Being on the frontlines everyday to help our community can at times be very taxing and all consuming. But each week, I knew there would be a moment to escape, laugh, cry, and connect through this wonderful series. Wednesday’s were a highlight of my week when I got to see so many that I grew up watching and admiring. It felt like connecting with old friends, which is very special.”

This very special one-time encore of Viral Vignettes will be another opportunity for viewers to make a contribution to the Actors Fund, which in the past year has surpassed all previous years in their vital mission.

The Actors Fund is a national human services organization that fosters stability and resiliency, and provides a safety net for performing arts and entertainment professionals over their lifespan. Through offices in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago, The Fund serves everyone in film, theater, television, music, opera, radio and dance with programs including social services and emergency financial assistance, health care and insurance counseling, housing, and secondary employment and training services.
Participants in VIRAL VIGNETTES include:

ACTORS:

Barry Bostwick (Spin City, Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
Mary Chieffo (Star Trek Discovery)
Lydia Cornell (Too Close for Comfort, Curb Your Enthusiasm)
Maxwell Gail Jr (Barney Miller, General Hospital)
Michele Greene (LA Law)
Yvonne Jung (Third Watch, ER)
Jane Kaczmarek (Malcolm in the Middle, Mixed-ish)
Adam Langdon (Prodigal Son, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time)
Jenny Leona (Unforgettable, Blues Clues)
Fred Melamed (WandaVision, A Serious Man, Curb Your Enthusiasm)
Jim Meskimen (Jimpressions, Impress Me)
Don Most (Happy Days, Glee)
Gail O’Grady (NYPD Blue, Deuce Bigalow, Boston Legal)
Emma Pfitzer Price
Linda Purl (Happy Days, Matlock)
Susan Ruttan (LA Law, Mom, Shameless)
John Schneider (Dukes of Hazzard, Smallville)
Renee Taylor (The Nanny)
Robert Wuhl (Batman, Bull Durham, Arliss)

WRITERS

Fred Stroppel
David P. Levin
Kurt Fried
William Bickley
Jenny Leona

DIRECTORS
David P. Levin
Anson Williams
Don Most
Jenny Leona







The Viral Vignettes being presented include the following:

COMMON CENSUS
In 2020 did you fill in your census? But this time around, both census worker and citizen alike were presented with ... special challenges.

Starring Susan Ruttan and Jim Meskimen
Written by Frederick J. Stroppel
Story idea by Rachel Kugelmass and David Levin
Directed by Anson Williams

JACK’S INFERNO
JACK (Barry Bostwick) and Neil (Fred Melamed). Jack seems to be just fine sheltering in place… until he discovers that his financial advisor may have lost his mind… and Jack’s money. 

Written by Kurt Fried
Story Editor. Frederick Stroppel
Directed and produced by David Levin 

PROM NIGHT
Senior year was NOT supposed to be like THIS. When teenagers Milo (Adam Langdon) and Shannon (Emma Pfitzer Price) find themselves without dates, stuck doing homework on Virtual Prom Night, they learn that being socially distant doesn't mean they can't still make an unexpected connection.
 
Written by Frederick Stroppel
Produced by David Levin
Directed by Jenny Leona

CARE PACKAGE
JUDY (Linda Purl) is thrilled to get what appears to be a surprise care package for the freezer from her sister, VALERIE (Lydia Cornell). But defrosting it reveals a bigger surprise!
 
Written by Frederick Stroppel
Produced by David Levin
Directed by Don Most






BANDMATES
STAN (John Schneider) and RICK (Maxwell Gail Jr), are two retired rock-and-rollers. When Stan asks Rick to join in a benefit performance on-line, and reunite the old band, the past comes back to bite them both.
 
Written by Steven Van Patten
Story Editor Frederick Stroppel
Directed and produced by David Levin

OLD BUDDIES
MARSHALL (Don Most) and TODD (Robert Wuhl), friends since high school, check in on their quarantine status. But when Todd starts sniffling and sneezing, Marshall completely freaks out!
 
Written by Fred Stroppel
Directed and produced by David Levin

TOOTH FAIRIES IN QUARANTINE
On her own with her kids, mom (Yvonne Jung) faces a Tooth Fairy emergency and gets a bit of unexpected help from her dad (Barry Bostwick) 

Written by Kurt Fried
Story Editor. Frederick Stroppel
Directed and produced by David Levin 

PASS THE MATZOH
In the earliest days of pandemic and social distancing, people could not believe what was soon to come - changes that would even disrupt ancient family traditions. As stay-at-home orders began to kick in (way back in March 2020), Andrea (Michele Greene) had to convince her mother, Mitzie (the legendary Renée Taylor) that even in the age of Corona, new traditions can be created.
 
Written, Produced and Directed by David Levin 
Additional Dialogue Renée Taylor
Story Editor  Frederick Stroppel

SCRABBLE
MARSHALL (Don Most) is having a mid-life, mid-corona crisis.  But is his therapist, Dr. BRANDSTEIN (Gail O'Grady) the perfect solution to all his problems?
 
Written by William S. Bickley
Story Editor Frederick Stroppel
Directed by Don Most

BED BUDS
Some days, it doesn't pay to get out of bed. Others, you just can't - without a little help from your best bud.
 
Written by Jenny Leona
Story Editor. Frederick Stroppel
Produced by Jenny Leona
Directed by David Levin  

PHONING IT IN
Ex-spouses Jane Kaczmarek and Fred Melamed discover that sometimes Zoom is the next best thing to being there.
 
Written by Frederick Stroppel
Directed by David Levin











