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LOGLINE

From a chance encounter of some ruins next to a train track, we discover one of the 
darkest episodes from Spain’s past: the forced-labour system implemented during 
Franco’s dictatorship.

SYNOPSIS

Estos Muros (These Walls) is an investigative documentary, which arises from the 
chance discovery of a poem written on the ruins of a building near a train track 
during filmmaker Alberto Pascual’s childhood. From this lonely moorland in the 
Sierra de Madrid, we discover one of the darkest episodes in Spain’s history, namely 
Penalty Redemption through Labour, a legal device that allowed, during the Franco 
regime, public and private companies to use republican prisoners as forced labour. 
In the film, we witness the filmmaker’s research by delving into archives and 
libraries, listening to children of reprisal victims, meeting with childhood friends 
with whom he had played in those ruins, unaware of their origin and meaning, and 
interviewing experts who have studied the Penalty-Redemption system from their 
various disciplines.  Throughout the research process, we discovered testimonies, 
publications and photographs, which explain how Penalty Redemption through 
Labour was used in virtually all economic sectors throughout the country. 



DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Today’s society is structured having great deficiencies in the knowledge of our 
recent history. Triumphant narratives define coexistence, while other narratives 
remain in the shadows, distorting the mirror in which we look at ourselves. Silence 
and oblivion still survive today. Does distorted memory interfere with who we are? 
Above all, THESE WALLS is a place for virtual memory, a tribute to the more than 
2,000 prisoners who passed through the Soto del Real Penal Detachment, formerly 
known as Chozas de la Sierra, which are likewise part of the more than 6,000 who 
endured the works of the train line.

FILM TREATMENT

The documentary is narrated through a voice-over that explains the discoveries 
made by the director himself during his research and the impact and perplexity they 
caused him. Likewise, we listen to testimonies from different experts who set the 
context of what happened there, providing data and revealing layers of history. It 
also provides abundant unpublished archive material that illustrates the hard times 
endured during the construction of that bridge. Photographs and documents cause 
a greater impact thanks to the important work performed by motion graphics.

Tarci Ávila has created the original soundtrack emphasising the film’s melancholic 
tone.



DIRECTOR

Alberto Pascual. Donostia, 1959. Director and Productor.  Working in the audiovisual 
industry since 1985, I have directed promotional films and shows, designed 
programme schedules and developed various types of audiovisual projects. I feel 
especially committed to the dissemination of stories that amplify transformative 
messages and enhance values that help us to move forward with greater awareness 
in these times.
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