

DYING FOR GOLD - EPK

LOG LINE
The story of 120years of gold mining in South Africa and racial capitalism leads to disease and extreme poverty which endures into the present.

SHORT SYNOPSIS
South Africa’s wealth and white privilege has been funded by large scale maiming and killing of people by the gold mining industry.
Today gold miner communities across Southern Africa have nothing to show for the wealth they produced except extreme rural underdevelopment and the world’s worst epidemic of TB and silicosis. 

Through testimonies from communities in mining families throughout Southern Africa and use of archive DYING FOR GOLD tells the story of how we have arrived at this extraordinary situation.  DYING FOR GOLD brings to the surface the real cost of South African gold.



LONG SYNOPSIS

Liao Manyokole from rural Lesotho follows in the footsteps of his forefathers as he hurtles more than 2km underground to dig for South African gold.  Will he be part of the millions of miners who suffered and died from TB and silicosis endemic in South African gold mines?

Today gold miner communities across Southern Africa have nothing to show for the wealth they produced except extreme rural underdevelopment and the world’s worst epidemic of the lung diseases, TB and silicosis.


Coerced by colonial laws hundreds of thousands of men left their families and fields to feed the mines’ hunger for cheap labour. They came from villages in South Africa, Malawi, Lesotho, Mozambique, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Swaziland.  Dying for Gold reveals how the great mining houses created a system of modern slavery which generated phenomenal profits for themselves and laid the foundations of modern South Africa.

Dying for Gold juxtaposes personal stories of miners and their families with the archive of more than 120 years of gold mining, showing little has changed.  Ex-miner, Albino Tivane (92), from Mozambique worked on the mines for more than 40 years.  Albino tells of being hired by agents of the mining recruitment cartel, WNLA (Witwatersrand Native Labour Association) and embarking on the journey to South Africa.
Dying for Gold reveals how the Chamber of Mines created recruitment organisations to prevent competition for labour and to keep wages down.  Recruitment films were produced to entice men to come to work and to spread propaganda about the benefits of gold mining.
Men continue to seek work in South Africa as this has become their only choice.  When diagnosed with silicosis and/or TB caused by gold mining, they are sent home to die.
This is the story of Zwelindaba Mgidi (57) from the Eastern Cape, who, after decades of working in the mines became too ill to work, was then retrenched and placed into the care of his wife Noziqhamo.  Now the pain of every breath he takes leaves the viewer with a visceral understanding of illness.
Amelia Mbombe, a widow from Mozambique, narrates the experience of women left behind in the rural areas for periods of 18 months or more and how this has effected the family and the community.

Celmusa Nkonyane (26) is a miner from Swaziland whose father died from silicosis.  He chooses to take over his father’s job on Beatrix gold mine knowing how his father died and knowing that it’s the only way to support his mother and 5 siblings.

Ex-miner, Bangumzi Balakisi from Eastern Cape, South Africa.  Bangumzi describes the inhumane living conditions on the mine compounds as “sleeping in a coffin”.  With 16 men to a room in the compounds, he did not escape being infected with TB.  He tells of being stripped naked, hosed down and being examined by white doctors who select the most able men for working underground whilst ‘weeding out’ miners already affected by TB and silicosis.

Mining houses knowingly exposed miners to silica dust which causes silicosis.  Ex-miner and shaft-sinker, Ramachakela Masenya from Lesotho, explains how his employers got men to work double shifts in the extremely dusty conditions that shortened his working life and that gave him the incurable disease, silicosis.


Dying for Gold’s personal stories from participants across the sub-continent are intensely personal and heartbreaking.  Gazing directly at us, the audience, the widows, miners and ex-miners draw us into their lives by sharing their intimate stories.

Dying for Gold is also about stories of deep love, dignity and resilience, where relationships have endured and children have been raised while struggling with the hardships of migrant labour and illness.
A Widow, Simangele Nkonyane (44) from Swaziland, tells the story of how she nursed her ailing husband, caring for him with unwavering love in the face of death. 

Dying for Gold, tells the back story of the biggest class action case South Africa has seen.  Ex-gold miners affected by occupational lung diseases have accused South Africa’s major gold mining companies of having knowingly exposed them to conditions that caused large scale illness and death.  A class of at least 500 000 ex-miners and their dependents have demanded just compensation.
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DIRECTORS

Catherine Meyburgh and Richard Pakleppa

BIOGRAPHIES AND FILMOGRAPHIES

Catherine Meyburgh
Catherine Meyburgh works as director, editor and producer in documentary, fiction films and television.  Her work in multi-projection design has been seen at the Met opera, New York, La Scala, Milano amongst many others.  She has edited over 30 documentaries which have been broadcast on Arte, Channel 4, BBC – Storyville, ZDF, SABC, NBC as well as film festivals, IDFA, DIFF, Berlinale).  Her work in video installations have been presented at many galleries museums and events.  (dOKUMENTA, WAM, Iziko Cape Town, Smithsonian). She has recently collaborated with William Kentridge and Thuthuka Sibisi and Philip Miller on the multi-projection performance piece “The Head & the Load” addressing the neglected history of African involvement in WW1, it premiered at the Tate Modern in London and will be shown in The Armory in New York late 2018.  She is co-director on the documentary “Dying for Gold” with Richard Pakleppa, the film addresses the legacy of illness, death and inequality brought about through gold mining and migrant labour.
2019 Dying for Gold, Feature documentary - Co-director
2018 The Head & the Load, Performance with multi projection collaboration with William Kentridge, Philip Miller, Thuthuka Sibisi & Gregory Maqoma - Projection designer
2018 Wozzeck, opera - Projection designer
2016 Bikohausen, video and music installation collaboration with Philip Miller - Projection designer
2016 Lulu, opera - Projection designer
2014 Paths to Freedom, feature documentary - editor
2014 1994, the Bloody miracle, feature documentary - editor
2014 Body Games/Jogo de Corpo, feature documentary - editor
2013 Nelson Mandela, the myth and me, feature documentary - editor
2012 Refusal of Time, Multi projection installation collaboration with William Kentridge & Philip Miller - Projection designer
2011 Bettie, feature documentary – co-director and editor
2010 Kentridge & Dumas, feature documentary - Director, co-producer and editor
2008 Madiba, a man for all seasons, feature documentary - director and editor
2007 The Glow of White women, feature documentary - Editor and co-producer
1988 - 2019 editor on documentaries, feature films and TV series
1998 Alan Paton's Beloved Country, feature documentary - director, co-producer and editor


Richard Pakleppa

Writer, Director and Producer Richard Pakleppa has directed and produced award winning  documentaries and fiction films in Southern Africa since 1990. His work has been screened at international film festivals and broadcast on SABC, DSTV/MNET, NBC, Finnish YLE, NKV Japanese Television, Dutch Television, RTP Portuguese Television and Arte. He is a founding member and director of On Land Productions since 1992. On Land Productions is a company with offices in Namibia and South Africa.
Prior to working as a film-maker Richard  worked as a camera assistant, studied Philosophy and Psychology and worked as an activist in youth groups in the Western Cape between 1983 and 1986.  From 1987 to 1990 he worked as Education and Media Secretary for the National Union od Namibian Workers (NUNW).  He has been an independent film-maker since 1990.

2014: Paths to Freedom. Feature Documentary. (Director/Producer/Camera)
2014; Body Games/Jogo de Corpo:  Feature Documentary. A descendent of African slaves, Capoeira Mestre Cobra Mansa, looks in Africa for what he does not have in Brazil. (Director/Producer/Camera)
2012: Taste of Rain, Feature length drama about drought, love, loss and healing set in the Namib desert. (Director/Producer)
2012: Ser Humano . 90 min musical documentary feature about Human Rights in Angola with Paulo Flores. (Director/Producer/Camera)
2009: “Land, Water and Fire” ,  portrait of an Angolan Bushman community’s fight for human rights. On Land Productions.  (Director/Producer/Camera)
2009: 3 ½ Lives of Philip Wetu. – 80 min  digital feature  about sex, lies and HIV. Director/Writer. Media Logistics Nambia (Director), Goethe Institute Namibia, GTZ.
2008: “Coração Mais Forte”/ “A Strong Heart” 67 min Documentary (Camera/Director/Producer)
2005:  Director/Camera/Co-Producer: “Angola Saudades de quem te ama” –  Angola from the one who loves you. A personal journey following diverse Angolans at the end of a 30 year war.  Luna Films/ On Land Productions, SABC, South Africa, YLE 2 Finland, Canal+, NKV Japan,Arte, Bayerischer Rundfunk, RTP. In Competition IDFA, Prague, Durban, Cape Town, Munich. (Director/Producer/Camera)
1999: Director/Producer: “Ndamona - I Have Seen”. Television documentary on     
Truth and Reconciliation in Namibia. Best Documentary Award, Southern 
African Film Festival, Harare, 2000. (Director/Producer/Camera)
1996:  Director/Writer: “Sophia's Homecomeing”  (S 16mm) Africa Dreaming,  
Arte/Canal+, SABC,  On Land Productions. (Director/Producer)
Cameraman: “Kuluba”, documentary about spirit mediums and healing in     
 Zimbabwe. 
 1995: “Those Glowing Eyes”, 52 min documentary about land 
 theft, dislocation and homecoming. South Africa/Namibia. SABC, NBC, 
 Cinema du Reel Festival, Montreal, Amiens, Geneva. 1995. (Director/Producer/Camera)
1993: Director/Camera: “The Return”, Chronicle of a land dispute. NBC, ZBC, Augsburg, Montreal. (Director/Producer/Camera)
1990: Director/Camera: “Saamstaan, Houses for All,” documentary
about single mothers building their own homes in an impoverished 
township. (Director/Producer/Camera)






















Dying for Gold screenings

Test screenings in Eastern Cape, South Africa – October 2018 isiXhosa version
Screening at Johannesburg International Film festival in November 2018 – English version (pre-final).
Screening at Rapid Lion International film festival in Johannesburg – March 2019  (Final English version)
Screening at the South African constitution hill (venue of constitutional court) for human rights month – March 2019
Community screening in Welkom, gold mining town.  March 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]Community screenings throughout Southern Africa (South Africa, Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Malawi) of Dying for Gold starting in mid 2019.

