Synopsis of the Film KUKLI:
‘Pukli’ is a village girl who belongs to an indigenous community of rural India. The lively little girl is known for her endless questions and curiosity towards anything unknown to her. But one fine day she suddenly stopped talking to everyone. No one had any clue about her silence. Her parents, villagers, and school teacher have tried a lot to find out her doubt. But they all remained speechless when they heard her foremost unanswered question.
Crew and Cast list:
Title of the Film: KUKLI
Title of the Film (In English): QUESTION
Original Language of the film: SANTALI
Project Type and Genres: Short Film (Fiction, Drama)
Run Time: 24 Min 52 Sec 
Completion Date: July1, 2019 
Other Details of The Film:  (i) Shooting Format: Digital, (ii) Film Color: Color, (iii) Aspect Ratio: 2.35:1             (iv) Sound: Stereo 
Director, Story, Screenplay, Dialogue, and Art: SHYAMA SUNDAR MAJHI
Contact no of Director: 7368807527
Producer: JAYANTI MAJHI
Executive Producer: MADAN MAJHI
Cinematography, Edit, Colorist, Music, & Sound  : RAJ MOHAN SOREN
Contact no of Cinematographer: 8249198018
English Subtitle: SHAKUNTALA MARNDI and SUJATA HANSDA
Key Cast“PUKLI”: DIBYAJYOTI MARNDI
Key Cast“Pukli's Father”: SHANKAR MAJHI
Key Cast“Pukli's Mother”: RAIMANI MAJHI
Key Cast“Murmu Sir”: ARJUNRAJ MURMU
Key Cast“Lakhan Hadam”: MADAN MAJHI
Key Cast“Grandpa”: JADUNATH MAJHI
Key Cast“Head Master”: SHYAMA SUNDAR MAJHI
Mail ID:  marshalmandwa@gmail.com
Country of Origin: BALASORE, ODISHA, INDIA

Biography & Filmography of Film Director:
Shyama Sundar Majhi is from India's Balasore District of State Odisha. He has studied BS in Power Engineering from BITS Pilani. He has directed "BIN GIRA PERA", a Santali music video album in the year 2015 which included seven songs. In the year 2018, he has worked as a story writer, lyricist, and director for a Santali feature film "SABARNAKA SURUBALI". In the year 2019, he has worked as a writer and director in a short Santali film titled "KUKLI". All the three projects are made under the banner of MM PRODUCTION.
Shyama Sundar Majhi is a well-known Film Director of the Santali Cine Industry for his uncompromising devotion to frame magnificent creative masterpieces. He has committed to working with the mission of progressive development of the Santali community through the language of Cinema.

Director’s Statement about the Film:
“My childhood hobby has become an addiction.
The spark in addiction has resulted in passion.
Though my passion isn't related to my profession,
But my mission has silently enriched my vision”.

The prime aim and objective of MM Production is to produce good quality Videos and Contents that will directly or indirectly support the overall growth of the Santal Social System and promote their language, literature, culture, and tradition worldwide. Team MM Production consists of a group of like-minded people. We are working with minimum resources and limited manpower to fulfill our purpose.

I am Shyama Sundar Majhi, the Director of the Short Film KUKLI.  This film is produced under the banner of MM Production in July 2019. I belong from an Indigenous Community: the Santal Community. The story of my film is picturized on an underprivileged little girl who descends from the indigenous Santal Community of rural India. I'm very well acquainted with the grass-root reality of my community. Through this film, I want to show the world about the Santali culture, tradition, social system, the pain, and suffering of my Santal Community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Basically, I belong from a technical Profession and I possess an engineering background. Neither did have I studied in the film institution nor have attended any film making workshop in my life. In my Short Film "KUKLI", not a single trained artist has been cast. Almost everybody is from my village and most of them are my family members and relatives. That was a big challenge for me on how to get the work done effectively and efficiently. Working with a child artist who has never been professionally trained, is really a very tough task for the Director. In my Film, the main character is a little girl child who knew nothing about acting and of course film shooting. The hard work of my team has reflected on the success of our film "KUKLI". Till now my film has won 115 National and International Awards out of 180 Official Selected Film Festivals across 16 Countries. It is not a matter of awards, but it is sure that my film is successfully highlighting a strong social message on humanity, anti-war, pain, and suffering of the tribal lives even in present India.







The golden words about the film KUKLI by the great film personalities from around the world:

“While blurring the line between the fiction and the non-fiction, the film, through spatial-temporal-sonic cinematographic chhand creates a fragile, precarious equilibrium through a child’s innocence; her question about violence, war and destruction of nature awaits answer from the so-called modern, civilized world!”
Mr. Amrit Gangar (Indian film scholar, historian, critic, curator and writer from Mumbai - Jury of SARAN International Film Festival 2019, Bihar, India.)
“This film has a very rare representation of unique tribal life. We are not habituated to hear their language and it's a unique representation of the language. Of course, the language is just the choice of telling the story. The film has a very sensitive approach to the unspoken joy and sadness of the child. The film dealt with deliberate peace and calmness. One might think that the film is taking the patience of the audience, but it's a deliberate attempt. The actors are non trained actors but still able to create a real experience on screen. We would love to see more films from the Tribal World. And who will make them? It's they themselves.”
Mr. Vikrant Pawar (Writer and Director - Jury of ICONOCLAST 2020, A National Level Film Festival,          Navi Mumbai, India.)
“……Really a terrific job by the cast. GREAT color, camera work and of course - solid edit...All the technical and creative aspects are there...The imagery is just fabulous...
But as a piece of film making - probably the best submission (and we've had dozens), from India.”
Mr. Brian McLane (Writer and Director - Jury of Transparent Film Festival 2019,
New York, United States.)

“Your Film Is A Message To The Nation To Live In Harmony and Peace. Your Film Has A Message To Spread Love To Each Other and It Motivates The People In This Situation To Follow Brotherhood and Fight Against Discrimination and Hatred In Society , Which Is The Need Of The Hour.”

Mr. Shubham Apurwa (Festival Director - New Normal International Film Festival 2020,
Surat, Gujarat, India.)

" Pukli is the name of the child ... If Kukli is the question... It draws attention to the problem of human and war through the innocent question of a child. Chicken and chicks, dogs and puppies, parents' instincts to protect their children... the importance of school... Ignorance, poverty... Simple and brilliant expression"
Jury of ISTANBUL FILM AWARDS 2020, Turkey, Istanbul.
‘Kukli’ is a short film which speaks about the humanity as well as the social economic reality of Santal communities . In this selfish world sometimes we forget or don’t understand the mindset of children and even the importance of education. Kukli’s family lives hand to mouth and even Kukli has stopped to go school due to poverty apart from everyone Kukli’s thoughts and judgment are different and everyone fails to understand , what is the psychological problem of Kukli . The question of Kukli is not only to her father it’s the question to all about Humanity . So, children are the still hope for our future world .This is the main message of the film. The direction is quite good and the photography as well as the editing are the best part of this film . I wish all the success of ‘Kukli’ .
Mr. KM Taj-Biul Hasan (Filmmaker, Dhaka, Bangladesh)
“Kukli“ is a stylistically finely directed, sensitive film about a little girl growing up in a financially poor Indian indigenous community. Pukli’s unquenchable curiosity is known throughout the village. She has a question to ask that should affect all humanity.
The concern of a young person regardless of where and how she grows up, for the warlike developments in the world is the strong message of this film of Shyama Sundar Majhi.
Mr. Oliver Stiller (Curator in “International Selection” - The FestCiMM Film Festival, Brazil)
