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for roger
After receiving word of his partner Clara’s passing, Roger travels to the desolate family cabin where they would

often vacation together. As he pours over the home videos recorded during their trips, Roger begins to realize that
someone has been watching them from the woods for years.

The goal when crafting For Roger was to make a film that utilizes familiar aspects of the horror genre to grapple with
feelings of loss, remorse, and isolation. The film hopes to capture that uncertainty of how one's actions resonate with
the people in their life and how those actions can often come back to haunt. By going back through the home videos
that capture a collection of intimate of moments, Roger begins to see his relationship from an unbiased perspective.
By wedging a camera between himself and his partner, Roger drove himself further away from Clara, and closer to

the dangers of the outside world. We hope that our film makes you think back on the moments when you could have
listened closer, tried harder, or reached out more. We also hope it makes you look over your shoulder once or twice. 

                                               - Aaron Bartuska, the director of For Roger

SYNOPSIS



cast

Jenna Gibilisco was honored to be asked to play the role of Clara in For Roger.
Jenna grew up acting, singing, and dancing and continued to study dance at
Wagner College, where she graduated with a Bachelors of Science for Business
Administration. Currently, she is getting her Masters in Higher Education at Elon
University. She hopes to continue acting in films and return to the stage one day.
Jenna is unbelievably proud of her very dear friend Aaron for writing and
directing this film and can’t wait for the next! She would like to thank Aaron, as
well as all the producers, crew members, and editors of this film. 

JENNA GIBILISCO - Clara

Michael Andrusiewicz plays Roger in For Roger and hails from Central Jersey. His
acting experience comes from high school theater productions, extra work, and
making shorts, features, and skits with high school pal and director Aaron
Bartuska. The duo have made dozens of films over the course of their time
together, with For Roger being the latest. Mike wants to thank his family and
friends for their support, and the cast and crew for their awesome work on this
film.

MICHAEL ANDRUSIEWICZ - Roger

Nick Paparo is a structural engineer and part-time actor from the heart of South
Jersey. He fell in love with movies upon meeting director Aaron Bartuska at
Drexel University, when together the pair watched no less than 117 movies
together in their freshman year. Working on For Roger was a highly memorable
and fun experience for Nick, as he was able to participate both in front of the
camera and in a variety of roles behind it.

NICHOLAS PAPARO - The Watcher



crew

Gwyn Cutler is a budding editor enamored with the art of portraying emotions
through the careful selection and sequencing of media. She refined her trade as a
Film Major at Drexel University, minoring in Psychology to represent the human
experience as authentically as possible. As one of her most cherished moments at
film school, Gwyn assisted on the lively set of For Roger as an art director, though
she mainly dedicated her time to ingesting and editing the footage. From initial
script drafts to final film completion, Gwyn’s efforts are ingrained in each stage. 

GWYN CUTLER - Editor - Art Director - Writer 

Aaron Bartuska is a filmmaker and graduate of Drexel University's film program.
He has been making short horror films since he was in sixth grade, when his
parents finally let him watch Halloween and The Exorcist. Since then, he has made
multiple short films and low-budget film, Epilogue, funded by a grant received on
behalf of Drexel University's STAR Scholars Program. His debut feature, For
Roger, was made with a slightly higher budget and a much larger crew, and is
currently looking for distribution. Aaron also hopes to begin producing and
funding the projects of his peers in the near future.

AARON BARTUSKA - Director - Writer

David Sholom is an aspiring producer and assistant director with a background in
entertainment and arts management. David is currently finishing up his MBA at
Drexel University and hopes to continue his career in New York City. He first
became interested in pursuing a career in the film industry when he became
infatuated with the Marvel Cinematic Universe. David and Aaron became friends
early in their college careers. For Roger marks their first endeavor together as
director and producer. David endlessly thanks the cast and crew for the dedication,
passion, and insight they all brought to this project. His girlfriend Kelly was also on
set and she did great.

DAVID SHOLOM - Producer - Assistant Director 

Derek Pinchot is a writer and editor working out of the Atlanta area in
commercial and series production. Fresh out of the Film & Video program at
Drexel University, Derek desires to create atmospheric stories that drag you into
the frame and hold you there. He can be found in For Roger through the countless
writing sessions in the cabin, and on set, stressing about all sorts of things that are
not his job. For Roger was such an engaging and satisfying experience from start
to finish due to each of the dedicated filmmakers who gave their all from pre- to
post-production.

DEREK PINCHOT - Script Supervisor - Writer



"What most impresses me about For Roger is [Bartuska]'s willingness to weave common fears and anxieties
into the structure. While For Roger is set up like a genre thriller, its examination of relationship dynamics --

of who is heard, empowered, or ignored -- elevates the work. I think the film will resonate with those in
their early 20s in a way that work made by slightly older filmmakers may not because it is an examination
in progress, raising more questions than supposed answers. The low budget of the film is a feature, not a

bug -- it puts all emphasis on performance and the intimate dance between young men and women,
camera and performer, audience and story."  

                  - Tom Quinn, director of Colewell, The New Year Parade 

press

"For Roger uses the language of slasher flicks and thrillers to mask a contemplative narrative on the nature
of loss, love, and apathy. It provides in equal measure looming dread and tear-jerking catharsis, outshined
only by the performances of its dual leads and their excellent chemistry. For Aaron Bartuska, this film is

another feather in the cap of a promising start to an illustrious career in arts and entertainment. For
everyone else, it’s a helluva good time."

                                                                  - Zachary Jones, Drexel alumni and aspiring filmmaker
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we hope you enjoy our film
 


