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All year I look fonard 16 pliring b l0
Be3t lirt, yet when it'r time to rit dow!
and spit it out, a psrt of me rebels. Per-
hape it'e because I've mised a lot, eo
there's m clement of shan here. But it'e
also the Laowledge tba! in mmpiling'his
lirt, I'D one Eore cog in the hype ma-
chine ("One of the yer'e 10 B€tl') thst
bas ripped the guts out ofAmerican criti-
cism. Wone, it has probably hurt ou
uoviea. This has been, without a doubt,
Qe lgusiet year for 6Lo sine llst year,
which was the louiest year for film iile
the ym before; and yet the ads burble
rsith meqterpi€c€ thir urd aule of blild-
ing brightnces thar The distarce be-
tyen critics who at least atteDpt to b€
rrioru ud thme whao primary frrnction
is to generat ad opy scems wider thar
ever; although, in anotler scnse, even m-
riou critia go out of their say to wdte
emblazonable phraaes for tle moviee
tley Lile.

On one level the ghills of the profea-
eion are not worth ad&sing-tleyte
idiorr. But they have 20 time tbe influ-
ene of me, J. Hobermon, md Anclrew
Sanis combined; and tbey're tle loudet,
most virible members of our order. They
lovc to bc quoted, ud I can udentaad
wby tbc folls becl home are far more
inpraard when a fcw of my pitiful adjec-
tivca ma-ke t"be national ads thm they are
by the rcview irelf- But the traffckiirg in

. ruperlativa giv€s lefitinacy to the hype
uchine-it mys a vital part of a ritii'a
hb is to tc blurbed. And ritb thst crit€-
rion, you get extraordinary clowns in this
busineu. One critic hm written ,,put this
o-n your Drut-Bee list" m mily tiE6
that" if you did, you'd spend 12 houm a
day at the cinema. In tlre trade they aay,
"He lnves Movim," but I wondei how
anyone who really lovm movies ro con-
tinue to t"ite blissfully about this and
tlat irwering achievement when the cin-
cma iFboth artistielly s1d 6nrn6ial-
ly-in a atatc of crisis.

_Me,. I'm a drag at Christmas parties.
There's no Amerim 6lm I ca recom_
ggni t!,1 e€mn. llalf of ?he Gig. A
third of Tlre Jewel ol the Nile, if-you
must to to the cinem. But peopte arin,t
going. They went to Rocly IV shen it
opened, but attcndmc€ dropped ,14 oer
cent in t}re second wek. And I'I be sirr- l

prised if t"hey continue to line up for Out
ol Alrica once the word gets oui tbat it,a
a bore. Young Sherloc,t J{olmes is guch a
perfect piece of comtruction tbrt you
have the sem, while watching it, that
you could get up and leave and it
wouldn't Eattrr; the machine would keep
qpewirs out thdlb, sith or without you.
By aimmg for nothing but blockbusiers,
b,y strrgglmg to please all of t"he people
all of thc timc, Hollysood has cmrt a e
jadcd audicnem audiene that has
gou4n whst it wmts for eo long tlat it no
Ionger walts what it'8 gettirg. Tte audi-
cnce hu no reEpect fm the medjum-
Ewi6 gan't trll it uything it do€sn't
alEdy LDow.

A Elcbcr rt a lmal 6ln mhml gave me
e- chi.llmg philmphy of rannffiiling: ir
the 6nt draft of a meenplay, he fud,
you rhould 6gure out bow you feel about
the mtcrial; ir the recond, third, and
fomh drelta yo,r $ould worry about ma-

nipulating the audience to feel eractly
the eaEe way. That'e a pretty good rea-
rcn for the stat€ of mainstreaD cinema:
its filmmalem have been tsught to jetl
you aroud. They're always got their eye
on you, instead of on l.heir charact€n or
their story. A pictue like The Color Pur-
pl€ hm the best intentions in tle world,
but Strven Spielberg treats his audience
like eight-yer-olds: hc ce't tru8t it to be
moved without the wsll-to.wall Eusic,
the incessantly arcing mer4 or all thooe
shots that deify the chuact€B instead of
letting us get to krow them. Spielberg is
a brilliart 6lmmaler ud Sylvercr Stat-
lone is a hack, b$ The Color Purple and
Rochy IV are remarkably similar: both
are too busy gelling tlemselves to eettle
dom and i"U 

" e6ry.
Ard so I complete tbe cycle by trotting

out my list. It wm a tougb job \ir yee-

5. D..th of . S.knrn, Arthur Miller'r
.play, with its i.flat4d rhetoric and mytb-
ic pretensions, has alwayr been tough to
stagFtone problem, you undemtand.
But for trlevision, Dustin Hoffman and
Volket Scblondorff went all out fo, E -
preasionism. Wlat they came up with,
wu an authentic Amerim Nightmue,
the atory of a man sho csne hig initials
into a tree tist i8n't tlere. Nie eupport
from Johr Malkovich. g6t6t;"" Black-
wood's Priuate Cozuersotioro docu.ments
the shooting. Out of this workl! An abse
lute hmchout!

6. nc.fuln tor. Stuart Gordon's atyl-
ish, tongue-in-cheek mad-rcientist movie
is one of the best gross-out comedies ever
mde. Gordon'a background is with ttre
Organic Theater in Chicago, ud he
brbgs a zest and convictior to pulp ma-
tcrial 'hnt bodes well for our B-movie
fvtwe. Breathtahingly beautiluM uat
T.K.O.'ed!

7. lllon..rl.!. The Thvimia' 1974
tragicomedy.about a French nobleman
whme early political ideals come into
conffict with his later life; the radical eect
he one led now won't leave hin alone. It
nrm dom, but itt a frighhniq md fun-
ny one-joke moie. llrerching,

about children of the sireet-one bs8 thi

I But ht's give a big Vilhge Voice Wowl
I to three dynmite perfomances by three

world-class actrqsses: J*1.6 rrnge in
Sweet Dreams, Vanessa Redgrave in
Wetherby, and Ellen Barkin ir Enor.
mous Changes ot the Irut Mirute.

Now it's everyone'e favoritc part: The
l0 Wont List. You won't frid The Heau-
enly Kid ot Reuolurion here: no one liked
tlem. And I tale great pride that my l0
Worst list night be some other guy'B l0
Best list. These aren't jut bad movie-
they're novies you wut to throtile.

l. SooolB. The fint fullJengti eereal
commercial-it'g like being pelted with
MilL Duds for 90 minutcs. Special booby
prize to the guy who mired the eouDd-
track: the dialogue might as well hsve
been in Urdu.

2. I Ghcrur Llnr. Unwatrhable. Richard
Attenborough, who gave us a p€rfect
British Raj life of Gmdhi, sems u odd
choice to direct, a dance muical: he's the
visual equiva.lent of tone deaf. He cutt t
reaction shots in tbe middle of big nu-
bem. He cuts to what'8 happeniag ofr-
stage in the middle of bis nurDbem. He
gives us more dieionnect€d body puts
thn Re-Animotor. Tbry Go Homei

3. Io Lho rnd Dh ln LL Rancid cops
and robbem from Mn S".shine, fi'illiam
Friedlin. The ompler philmophical idea
behind txi" movie is that eviryone be.
traya everyone else.

4. Peh lHor. A dark md aicklv at-
t€.qpr to revivify the Western, sliced
with welcome moments of unintentional
hi.larity. (Clirt Eastwood sleeps with Cs-
rie Snodgre to retore her faith in the
benevolence of the Creator.) More and
more, Clint eeems like a meathead.

- 5. lnto thc lliftt. Nortlr by Northwest
for narcoleptim. It wm a toss-uo between
this and Spies Lihe Us, Joh; r.."dis'E
other -emp_ty, contemptuous piece of
work, but_Spies doesn't have tle yucko
murders. In $3 Qld Country, they'd have
chopped off hie head ud gtuhed his
mouth witl gadic.

. 6. PcrH. A trendy erpos6 of yeLlo*
joumalism, ia which thC ecreenwritcr,
Aaron Jrtham, bri:cgs the same yellow-
journ.li"- tactico ta erpoeing his om
profeesion. Even Jamie l,ee Curtis in ls
tards cr,n't compenste.
. 7. b;foln.dy tY. Because ya gotta
do what ya gottr do.

8. Tlc Sh33cr'r WHo. He wuted a
cheerleader, but she had to be her own
pereon. Neil Simon's cn de bore.

9. Iur rf ilr Dregol. Michael Qimins
(Heauen\ Gate) continues hjs hot strsjL

10. n Color PrrDh. See above, Iwish I
did:l't have ro do this, but I've read it
ghould be agaiDsLtle law not to m TIre
Color Purpb, gl€, rha it cones to !rt,
I'u a libertarbl from ray bacl Get the

out my list. It ru a toughJobout my lEt. lt wa 8 tougb job hir yee-
I had to go to talevisioD to 0e8h it out.
There weri good 6lmr, of coune, but you
want the 8tuff on thb scroll to be special;
and as mucb as I liked, say, Sugcrbaby
nd When Father Wu htay on Bui-
ress, they're small, sweet workFtle sort
that don't stand up to too much hype. I
missed Dream Child and The Home snd
the tilorld; I did catrh up with Jm
Tiell'e Flrghl of the Eagle, which I'd
like, retroactively, to put on my 1983 10
BBt LiEt. It's too b8d I cm't t:ll you
about a fiIm opening in February, an
American masterpiece-and I don't
throw tist trm aroud lrely. (HiDL its
director-writ€r-star ig short, Jewieh, md
livee sith a beautiful actress.) It would be
Number One in this mmpary by a billion
miles, approdmatrly. In the Eeutine,
put theee on your "must-see list."
They're unlorgettable! Out ol thb world!
Emotiontl surges into tiumpbs ol blind-
ing brightness! Amazing! Wow!

l. Prlzi'r llomr. John Huston's black
comedy, one of the few authentic speci-
mens. A w4r mirtue of The Godlather
ud The Honeymooners, il, comea clmer
to eatomizing a aick relatiomhip tbal
Scenes lrom a Marriage. Four stars! A
winner!

2. Lort h lncrlcr. By Albert Biools.
(See my entry iD "Avut Pop.,') u{ I0 out
ol 10! Wow!

- 3. Shoi. By dwelling (agonizingly) on
the minutiae of mass ertermination,
Qlgudg l.rnzmrnp brings us cleer to
comprehending the mmt inmmprehensi-
ble tragedim in humu history. Seonng
and- wrerching! The $eotest woth ol
God or mn in 2 billion yort!

,1. fftnos, Woven with s-urprisiDg deli-
cacy by Pebr Weir, this ig a violent
thriller in which violenct is tlle issuei

-T-bnifc 
perfomuu by }larieon Ford,

KelJy Mcgilliq, ud Aleuder Godunov.
Nobb, compelling, o caue -lor rejoicing!
btDe ilort (out gLsgpcibb.lgur)! _.-_

nagging fgeling tlat these lids are per-
forming (and, in one case, committing
suicide) for the mera. But it's still a
vital piece of reporthg, a glimpse into ttre
worldview of children growiag up without
money, statur, or a stable home life. Pou- .

erlully nbeing and chillingly tenific!
10. hn, Atira Kurosawa's stab at King

Lear ie a [ttle too mFjestic for its own
'good, but it'e one ofthe few genuine epie
in yem. The battle aenes ue subli.tle:
our €yB are honsfred while ou minds
lam€nt tb€ waete..I was seared,
wrenchetl, riueted, shot, stabbed, decopi-
tated, and cremated! 100 ttars!!!

I regret not having room to diru, in
order of releare, 8 lood Simple , A Priu,ate
Function, Songwriter, The Purple Rose
ol Cairo, Heortbreahers, Whai Haue I
Done Tb Deseme This?, Pumping Iron
II, Alnott You, Seeet Honir, Tbeco,e
Kiss, Pee-Wee.e Big Aduenture, Compro-
mising Positioru, Alter Houn, Sbeet
Dreamt, Wen - Fa.ther l\hs fuay on
8ur'zess, A Ye.ar ol the Quiet Sun, Sa-

citie of pr bactr! I

it opened in Jmuary, but
the-story of Yossi Klein and hig Holo-
caust^swivor father ma.Les for a power-
ful documentary about coming to gripo
with an ovenhelming parental legacy.

Ir"." rto.r, (out ol o po.ssible four)! This

go.ylr,by, or The Gig.I have run out of


