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Pilot synopsis | 85 words

“Without a Net”
When a clown leaves her circus life “for good,” she’s betrayed first by her manager 
and then her husband.  But midlife breathes down her back, and her dream gives 
her a push, so she makes the leap with no safety net, and finds a crash pad in NY 
with a new young posse of artists.  Her old life keeps chasing her, but from it she 
knows how to scrap, hustle, and roll(erskate) with the punches, in hot pursuit of a 
new career on TV.

Series synopsis | 70 words

After a lifetime on the road, a circus clown shoots the moon to become a TV star. 
But her manager’s mob ties, gambling debts and her actual love for the circus keep 
roping her back in. In New York City, she discovers that for a freak trying to swim in 
the mainstream, its upstream, but as a clown at heart, she can’t help but try and fail 
with gusto. 



Synopis | 350 words
  
What happens when your midlife crisis is running away from the circus?  After a lifetime on the road and in the ring, Amy 
G wants to play for a bigger tent - she wants to be a TV star.  She’s planned her escape for years, but her money, family, 
and identity are tied up in that big top life.  Her shifty manager gambles away 20 years of her show fees, and gets himself 
in deep with a Vegas “producing” syndicate. Amy makes the leap to leave the show without that safety net, as time is 
running out on her dream.  She returns to Brooklyn, exhausted and broke after an endless world tour, to find her 
husband, Chris with another man, and Wendy Pendleton, her old circus nemesis, succeeding at the dream she hasn’t 
even yet been able to attempt.  Amy fails spectacularly at her opening gambits in the casting world - despite the helping 
hand of a casting director that has had a crush on Amy since the 90’s, due to a competitive streak that gets the better of 
Amy’s nerves.  She is tempted into returning to the circus and it’s next, decadent, Vegas incarnation. After all, this time it 
might actually lead to the Big Time, her circus family are in trouble, and the weather is so nice. Gambini, the casino’s 
Executive Producer, wants to launder money through their Vegas show, and he has taken a liking to Ms G.  Will she stay 
with the show and save the circus that she grew up with? Or will she finally start over, an unknown at the bottom of the 
NY Casting/Society totem pole, to follow her real dream?  No job is too humiliating or situation too intimidating to chase 
Amy, let alone everyone else, from the big time dreams.  Together Amy, Michelle and Leah take on the odds, their fears 
and weaknesses, the haters, even international organized crime, and the ticking clock of Big Time itself. The untidy 
slapstick of survival and daredevil stunts of personal growth ensue. 



You can’t hide from your problems. They follow you wherever you 
go, until you fix them… unless they fix you! That’s what I took away 
from the heart of “Big Time” after reading Amy G’s pilot. Her 
character is a circus performer who has been working away from 
home for years, hoping to return to a “normal” life in Brooklyn, and 
pursue her dream of becoming an actress. Obviously conflict ensues, 
much like life, and normalcy is the last thing Amy G winds up with. If 
you can’t relate to this, check out “Nell” starring Jodie Foster about a 
woman raised in the wilderness, also based on a true story. But then 
after "Nell", you will be ready for the "Big Time!”

Rob Margolies
Los Angeles, Feb 26, 2021

Director’s Statement

Creator’s Statement
A lifetime of learning how to laugh at myself brought me to Big 
Time.  This pilot episode is the most high-definition, full-color 
depiction I could muster of a woman struggling to make good on the 
promises she’s made to herself, against all the odds of them ever 
coming true. My life until this point has been unlikely, so it gives me 
hope that the rest, if I stretch myself far enough and dare to make the 
farthest leaps of faith, may someday exceed the commonplace. Truth 
is, in NYC, everyday in nearly every building, there are women 
reaching out to go beyond what’s expected of them, by themselves, 
their families, and their culture, or that desperately want to. In 
showdowns with big dreams, it helps to have friends who are equally 
brave, and it helps to have a clown’s heart; to feel an equal 
enthusiasm for failure as success, because only the former is 
guaranteed. There is joy in the struggle, at least there has been for 
me. That’s the silly humanity (and its attendant hope) I want to share 
with as many people as possible.  

Amy Gordon
New York, Feb 27, 2021

“In showdowns with big dreams, it helps  to have a clown’s 
heart; to feel an equal enthusiasm for failure as success, 
because only the former is guaranteed.”  - Amy Gordon, writer
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