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‘Beneath our feet lie the most important
animals on the planet’

Synopsis
A journey into the weird, wonderful and
truly astonishing lives of the small yet
mighty creatures who keep the world
turning - beetles

They have been successful for millions of

years, yet they’re in serious trouble; what

does the future hold for these incredibly
important animals, and for us if they

disappear?
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About the film

“I had no idea that a ladybird is a beetle!” is the reaction I often get whenever I talk about this incredible group

of insects, and it perfectly sums up why I wanted to make a film about them. Not many people really know what

beetles get up to, other than perhaps the famous dung beetle that tirelessly scoops up elephant dung into a ball

then seemingly goes about its day, and at this point people seem to end their line of inquiry here. What does

it do with this ball? How does it know where it’s going? What's the point of a dung beetle in the first place?

These are the kind of questions I wanted to set out to answer and more; I wanted to show that these innocuous,
inconspicuous insects are far more interesting and important than they appear.

As a Marine Biologist, it was my original intention to develop, pitch and ultimately make a film following the

return of humpbacks to New York City as my NFTS graduation project, yet on the other side of the world, a

then-unknown virus was about to wreak havoc. International travel, especially to America, would soon become
impossible. So I had to come up with a new idea.

After a bit of research I knew that I wanted to make a film on beetles. Some of the images on the internet I found
when I typed in ‘beetles’ were scunning; the array of colours and shapes and sizes were staggering, and the sheer
number of different individuals immediately drew me into their world. I had to know more, and so I spent most
of the summer travelling across the UK in search of the incredible beetle species found here, working around
a minefield of obeying COVID-19 restrictions and negotiating shoots with institutions forcibly closed by the
pandemic, notibly the Natural History Museum. Through a series of lucky events, I was given very privileged
access to the museum’s 3 million beetle specimens, including individuals from Darwin and Wallace’s personal
collections. To say I was excited would be an understatement. A personal highlight of the entire production
was having some unusal housemates throughout the year; I grew content with having a living, thriving beetle
museum in my kitchen, with escapees turning up in the strangest of places, including my wallet.

The overall thing that struck me throughout this production is how characterful each beetle was, showing an
intelligence I had no idea insects were capable of which only made me love them more. To be able to venture

outside my comfort zone and do something incredibly rewarding like this has been the experience of a lifetime.

-Tom Hanner, 2020-
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1. Lesser stag in an unfamiliar human world

2. Like butterflies, beetles also undergo metamorphosis to enter an adult stage

3. Frog-legged beetles are a great example of the spectrum of colours the Coleoptera come in
4. Different larval stages of a beetle grub

5. The Lesser stag is smaller than its more famous cousin, the Greater stag

e Dune chafer lives its entire life on sand dunes

7. The wasp-mimicking black & yellow longhorn beetle

8. P()]linuting soldier beetles mating during summer

9. Lad_vbird larvae ]mtching from their eggs

10. Cl()se—up of a weevil's comp()und eye

11. The aptly-named Thick-legged beetle, although it is only the males that possess the large chighs

] 3 . T]'IE luvender mur hll’lg rosemary beetle

13. Wildflower fields are often teeming with numerous beetle species
14. Rose chafer beetle basking in the morning sun

15. Weevils have notoriously ferocious appetites

16. Rose chafers are also important decomposers

17. 'The deadwood habitat of the lesser stag
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