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Quakers’ Impact on America Illuminated in Documentary

Their role in women’s suffrage, abolition and other seminal issues
explored in “Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries” 
 
The history, deep faith and enduring impact of the Religious Society of Friends, known as Quakers, are richly illuminated in Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries, a new documentary produced by the award-winning Gardner Documentary Group.  From women’s suffrage to civil rights and environmental justice to pacifism, the Quakers have left their mark on America and the world. 

As a relatively small denomination of less than 400,000, Quakers’ influence far outweighs their numbers. In addition to women’s suffrage, their role in some of the nation’s most historic movements and conflicts comes into focus through interviews, archival footage and dramatizations. The film follows the faith’s history from the United Kingdom, where it was illegal to be a Quaker, to America, where they found religious freedom, economic opportunity and an evolving nation ripe for their activism. 
 
The 79-minute film tells the story of a spiritual movement that has played a remarkable role in the religious, social and political life of our nation. Demonstrating an influence disproportionate to their numbers, Quakers have led anti-slavery, civil rights and women’s rights movements and been strong advocates for world peace. 
 
The film travels to locations in the U.K., Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, New York, and Indiana that figure prominently in Quaker history. Quakers opens with present-day father-daughter activists George and Ingrid Lakey, founders of Philadelphia’s Earth Quaker Action Team. They led a successful campaign to get PNC Bank to discontinue financing mountaintop-removal coal mining that pollutes the water and disfigures the landscape. 
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The Quakers’ far-reaching impact is illustrated through their most significant causes and the people who helped lead them, from William Penn to the Lakeys. The abolition movement awakened the country to the inhumanity of slavery. The women’s suffrage movement won the vote for women thanks to the shrewd leadership of Quakers Alice Paul, Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott. Bayard Rustin brought the concept of nonviolent protest to Martin Luther King Jr., while Quakers practiced principled pacifism and humanitarianism during the tumultuous years of the Vietnam War. 
 
Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries doesn’t gloss over the contradictions. Though Quakers were leaders in the abolition movement, they later were reluctant to integrate their own schools and meetings. Their introduction of the practice of solitary confinement is depicted in a reenactment shot in Philadelphia’s Eastern State Penitentiary. The film takes on the two Quaker presidents – Herbert Hoover, who denied government aid to impoverished Americans during the Depression, and Richard Nixon, whose role in prolonging the Vietnam War belied his Quaker faith. 
Producer/Director Janet Gardner, who lives in Princeton, N.J., began planning the documentary in 2012 after visiting Pendle Hill in Lancashire, U.K., where George Fox started the religion in the 1600s.
 
“As a filmmaker, I have always been interested in revealing hidden histories, and this was a huge story crying out to be told,” Gardner said. “I felt Quakers were underserved – that few people other than Quakers themselves knew much about them, because they didn’t proselytize. A narrative on their history would reveal something unique – a marriage between activism and spirituality.”

Richard Nurse of Franklin Township served as senior producer and narrator. The film was made possible by support from The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, Obadiah Brown’s Benevolent Fund, Thomas H. & Mary Williams Shoemaker Fund, Tyson Memorial Fund, John Pemberton Fund and many others. 

The film’s accolades include the Flickers' International Humanitarian Award Grand Prize at the Flickers’ Rhode Island International Film Festival; the Audience Choice Award for Best Documentary at the New Hope (PA) Film Festival; and Honorable Mention from the New Jersey Film Festival at Rutgers University. 

Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries is presented by WHYY in Philadelphia and distributed to public television stations across the country by American Public Television (APT). 

About The Gardner Documentary Group
Janet Paxton Gardner founded The Gardner Group, Inc., in 1990 to direct and produce documentaries that emphasize the human experience in the context of historic events. Previous films that aired on public television include the NEH-funded Mechanic to Millionaire: The Peter Cooper Story (CINE Golden Eagle winner); Lost Child –Sayon’s Journey; Precious Cargo, produced in association with ITVS (PBS/ National Geographic Channels International); Dancing Through Death (PBS/ STAR-TV); Emmy-nominated A World Beneath the War (PBS/ Discovery Channels International); and The Last Ghost of War (PBS/PBS International).  For more information on The Gardner Documentary Group, visit gardnerdocgroup.com.

About WHYY
WHYY, the Philadelphia region’s leading public media provider, has served southeastern Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey and all of Delaware for 65 years. WHYY takes pride in bringing our audience news when it needs it, entertainment when it wants it and education when it counts — on television, radio, online and in the community.

About APT: 
American Public Television (APT) is the leading syndicator of high-quality, top-rated programming to the nation’s public television stations. Founded in 1961, APT distributes 250 new program titles per year and more than one-third of the top 100 highest-rated public television titles in the U.S. APT’s diverse catalog includes prominent documentaries, performance, news and current affairs programs, dramas, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Cook’s Country, AfroPoP, Rick Steves’ Europe, Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street Television, Front and Center, Doc Martin, Midsomer Murders, Lidia’s Kitchen,  James Patterson's Kid Stew, Kevin Belton’s New Orleans Kitchen, Simply Ming, The Best of the Joy of Painting with Bob Ross, and P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home are a sampling of APT’s programs, considered some of the most popular on public television. APT also licenses programs internationally through its APT Worldwide service and distributes Create®TV — featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming — and WORLD™, public television’s premier news, science and documentary channel. To find out more about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org. 
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