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Grandma Lin

A kind, Taiwanese woman in her 80s. Retired art teacher. Grandma'’s husband just passed away a few months ago and she now
spends her sad, lonely days in a small Taiwanese town. Her American born grandson has come back and is an English teacher in
Taipei. While at work, he gets arrested and thrown into jail by a xenophobic police officer for not having a work permit. When
Grandma Lin hears this news, she's surprised and concerned for her grandson. She has to rekindle her courage and find a way to
get to Taipei and save her grandson. She does not speak English, so she has communication issues with her grandson.

Mei-Hou Wu is Grandma Lin | JE&: 23
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Grandson: Alan

An San Francisco born Taiwanese American in his 20s. Originally came to Taipei to attend his grandfather’s funeral and stayed
behind to be a kindergarten English teacher. A bit naive, doesn’t understand Taiwanese culture or policy that well. Fluent in English
but has limited knowledge in Chinese and Taiwanese.

Gregory Yuan is Alan Lin | JE88 : BTk







Director’s Statement

My parents are Taiwanese immigrants that moved to the U.S. seeking a more stable life. When | was born, my grandparents
traveled from Taiwan to California to help raise me. Though we didn’t speak the same language, my grandparents actions taught
me inner strength, courage and kindness. Their love pushes me to make this film.

After my Grandpa passed and | graduated from college, | moved to Taiwan to reconnect with my roots. While living in Taipei, | was
almost deported for allegedly teaching English illegally. My Grandma came to the police station with me and fought for my
innocence. She said, “My grandson doesn’t need to teach illegally. | can take care of him!” Seeing such courage come from a
small, elderly woman was incredibly inspiring and | want to share her story.

This film will empower older audiences to fight for their beliefs and for younger generations to listen to their elders’ wisdom. It
also tackles identity issues many ABCs/ABTs face: Are you Taiwanese or American? Through “Ahma & Alan” shows the
generational and cultural gaps between Taiwanese and Taiwanese-Americans, the heart of the story is a family tie and love that
connects across time and nationality.
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Writer/Director Introduction : James Y. Shih
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At the University of California, San Diego, | studied Economics and
Theatre. There, | performed in Theatre and student short films, which
deepened my love for acting and the filmmaking process.

After graduation | moved to Taipei and attended Mandarin courses at the
National Taiwan Normal University to reconnect with my heritage. In
Taipei, | worked as a production assistant on AXN's "The Amazing Race 3:
Taiwan" and as a performer for Against Again Theatre’s “The Silent Left
Hand”.

Back in the U.S., | became a Producer for “Fight Life” (2012), a feature documentary that examines the lives of professional
fighters. After "Fight Life", | directed the short films “Distance” (2012) and “Moment” (2016) which have premiered at national film
festivals.

From 2013-2015, | worked as a Co-Producer for the sci-fi feature “Advantageous” about a mother and a daughter struggling to
survive in a dystopian future. The film premiered at Sundance 2015 and won the Collaborative Vision Award.

2017, | completed my MFA in Screenwriting at California State University, Northridge, where | also taught an introductory
screenwriting course.
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https://vimeo.com/302203829
https://www.facebook.com/fightlifemovie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnBT0izYi7A



https://vimeo.com/78899523
https://vimeo.com/245841806



https://vimeo.com/282016065



https://www.richardsjsue.com/
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