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POINTS TO HIT – May 1st


The following paragraphs are backstory – none of it is material which needs to be stated or addressed in the call. The text below outlines the scene, sketching intentions and lines of argument. None of the ‘lines’ need to be said word for word, they’re just placeholders to mark the route.

Beth proposed having a three-way call, mentioning financial worries. She needs money for mum’s shopping, but knows if she tells them she’s buying alcohol they’ll flip out, so is hoping to avoid mentioning it. She feels entitled to ask, though, because the two have left her to look after mum – giving a bit of financial support, especially as Claire has the money, feels like it’s not much to ask. Both Annie and Claire recognise that they aren’t doing their part, and that the burden of an abusive mother falling squarely on the shoulders of the emotionally weakest sister has been a leech on her life. Annie has felt guilty about this for years, but her only solution thus far has been to distract herself with her own large and very happy family and not to think about it. She knows there’s no way of getting Beth away from Mum, and any attempt to keep Mum away from Beth would mean letting Mum into her own life, which she’s not prepared to do. As far as Claire is concerned, it’s Beth’s responsibility (and nobody else’s) to get herself out of her unhealthy relationships with Mum and others, and Beth’s fault (and nobody else’s) if she fails to do that.

Because Claire has a paid account, and anyway is the only one who knows how to set up a video call, it’s her who hosts. Annie has coronavirus, though is not facing it. (Mark is coughing too…) Beth is working from home, fielding complaints for her company, which are redirected straight to her mobile - so she’s on red alert at all times. For the past few days, calls have been coming through on her lunch break. This shouldn’t really be happening – the system which is diverting all customer calls to remote staff should automatically take lunch breaks into account, as everyone’s on a rota – but this isn’t working properly, whether due to a genuine technical fault or management overriding the system when the lines are especially busy. Beth knows that her colleagues turn off their work phones during breaks so as to ensure this doesn’t happen, but she keeps hers on, hoping it won’t ring but prepared to pick it up if it does. This isn’t out of a desire for management to take note and promote her – she knows they won’t notice, and that they wouldn’t give a shit even if they did. It’s just because she can’t bear the thought of customers calling an empty office, getting angrier and angrier as nobody responds, and so she’ll genuinely eat her lunch with more peace of mind if she knows the calls can come to her.



SECTION A
Claire is waiting for her sisters to join her, already annoyed that they’re late, when she is the most time-pressured of the three, and the call is happening at Beth’s request. Annie, frazzled, kind of stumbles onto the call.
· Brief how-are-we.
· Claire cuts to the point as soon as is politely possible: what’s up with Beth? Why does she need money?  
· It better not be for you-know-who.
· Poor Beth, stuck between mum and that twat.
· Annie coughs. 
· Claire: Are you ok? How long have you had that cough?


SECTION B

Beth joins the call (audio first – they have to instruct her to turn on video), before this coronavirus enquiry has reached its conclusion, leaving Claire feeling very uneasy about it. Beth has just taken a bitter complaint, so is feeling a bit fragile. 
· Beth sorry she’s late - work calling in lunch break. 
· Annie: Good you’ve still got the job.
· How is everyone?
· Claire, again, cuts to the chase: fine, now what’s up with Beth, what do you need help with.
· Beth needs money for mum’s shopping, because she’s not offered to pay. Beth wants to avoid, at all costs, mentioning the alcohol – so makes up another excuse.
· Claire: that’s not OK, make her pay for her own shopping. Or leave her alone, let her starve or learn to shop online like everyone else.
· Annie: how much?
· Beth: £300 over two weeks. 
· Claire: What! What the fuck’s her diet?
· Annie: That’s what I spend for 6 people.
· Beth: that covers meds, inhalers, bronchodilators, steroids now too.
· Claire: Are you buying her alcohol?
· Beth instantly on the defense. It’s easier that way. 
· Claire is furious. Don’t buy her fucking alcohol, it’s enabling. 
· Beth: What am I meant to do, when I don’t bring booze it’s awful. You don’t have to deal with it when she’s sober, I do.
· Claire: well then stop fucking going, move away like me.
· Beth: I can’t, mum needs care.
· Claire: I’ll pay for a carer.
· Beth: Nobody would put up with her, they’d leave the job after a week. (Mum’s also pretty racist) And anyway, I’m probably moving in with her, so it’ll be fine.
· Claire: You’re moving in with her?? You can’t, you won’t get out alive.
· Annie: Beth, you can’t.
· Annie is coughing but the other two don’t notice. 
· Beth: Why not, it would be safer for both of us in lockdown. And anyway, I’d save on rent, and maybe I could control her drinking.
· Claire: It doesn’t work like that, you’re not that powerful. And what about your life? You can’t just become mum’s carer.
· Beth: Why not, it’s all I’m good for really.
Seeing what Mum’s manipulation is doing to Beth’s sense of self-worth, Annie suddenly recognises a horrible, golden opportunity in her covid symptoms.
· Annie: I’ll drive in and do the shopping. Can’t cover money
· Claire: I’ll pay, for fuck’s sake.
· Annie: That would be great, if you could.
· Beth is floored by this offer.
· Beth: Are you sure, it’s out of your way.
· Annie: It’s not out of my fucking way, it’s fine. Just send me the list.
· The kindness and love behind this offer blindsides Beth and suddenly she’s crying. 
Work phone rings and Beth takes the call.



SECTION C
· Annie coughs.
· Claire confronts her - you probably have the virus, you can’t go shopping for mum.
· Annie: I’ve got a delivery coming in two days, I’ll just add mum’s stuff to that, won’t go shopping in person.
· Claire: But what about mum, you’ll kill her if she gets it.
· Annie: Well, I’ll be careful, and anyway mum’s hardy
· Claire: No I mean you’ll actually kill her.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Annie: I know
Beth rejoins the call the moment this sinks in, before Claire has a chance to respond.



SECTION D
· Annie sees Fleur up the tree. Has to go – I’ll come down on Wednesday.
· Beth: Thank you so much. I’ll send you the list.
· Claire: Annie, I’ll transfer you the money, tonight
Annie leaves



SECTION E
· Beth apologises. She’s pulled herself together. 
· Claire apologises more. Tells her not to give up her flat too quickly – it’s a weird, unpredictable time, you really never know what might happen.
Beth leaves.
· Claire broods
Claire leaves.   
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