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The Disguise is an intimate film about the lives of two 
women in London. One is conservative, holding on to 
her native symbols and customs, while the other is 
liberal and assimilated into the western world. One 
day, an incident on the road, a hate crime, pushes 
matters to a head, and forces them to rethink their 
concepts of identity. 

This film makes no attempt to arrive at any answers, 
and instead just leaves some questions hanging: what 
is culture? What is integration? What is acceptance? 
And who decides how we choose to live?2 | 16

s y n o p s i s



When you live in a large multi-racial megalopolis, how 
much should you blend in and to what extent can you 
stand out? This premise of  The Disguise is what attracted 
me — the subtle war between the ‘native’ and ‘migrant’. 

Rabia wants to stay close to her conservative roots. 
But at a bus stop in London, something shocking 
happens that makes her question that. A local 
Londoner, Lena, helps her, and their stories intersect. 
But Lena only appears to be a ‘local’. What happens 
with both, internally and externally, is what this film 
is about. 

Set at an ambling pace, and yet dramatic, capturing 
the inner streets of London, The Disguise is a personal 
intimate story that raises questions which have no 
definitive answers. 3 | 16
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Sandeep A. Varma is an award winning 
filmmaker. As a writer, director and 
producer he’s won multiple accolades and 
recognitions. His feature film Manjunath 
won the Ramnath Goenka Award for 
cinematic excellence & the Best Screenplay 
at the Screen Awards 2015 apart from 
being nominated for the Best Debut 
Director Award.

His short film, The Virgins, has crossed 14 million 
views since its release in 2016. It has been felicitated 
at several festivals including Jio Filmfare, Delhi Shorts 
International & Noida International. 

Sandeep has also written & directed Kahanibaaz, 
starring Ashish Vidyarthi, for Royal Stag Large Shorts. 
Kahanibaaz has been recognised at pretigious festivals 
including the ‘Filmfare Awards’, the ‘Los Angeles Cine 
Fest’ and the ‘Pune international Film Festival’.

Apart from his filmmaking career, Sandeep is an 
experienced entrepreneur. He is the Managing 
Director of Icomo, a Mumbai based boutique creative 
agency. He has recently co-founded Filmboard Movies, 
a film & tech based start-up that seeks to revolutionize 
the way content is created in this country. 

An engineering degree from BITS PILANI, an MBA 
from FMS, along with rich corporate work experience, 
allow Sandeep to straddle these various roles with 
acumen and ease.

D i r e c t o r ’ s  P r o f i l e  &  W o r k
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A W A R D S  &  C I TAT I O N S

ritwik ghatak bronze award 
for the 3rd best short fiction: 
‘for an engaging drama 
involving the many facets of 
the bourqa while exposing the 
present state of Islamophobia, 
supported by a well-written 
script!’

honorable mention in the 
best shorts competition 2019 
humanitarian awards!: 
‘Your production was hand 
selected by our judges and 
staff, from the entire pool of 
entries to the competition 
throughout 2019, as a film 
that represents both the spirit 
of humanitarianism combined 
with quality filmmaking 
craft.’

best woman film maker

WINNER

WINNER
Best International Short

Indonesia

winner
director’s commentary
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A W A R D S  &  C I TAT I O N S

12 Individual Awards:

FINALIST 

California 2019

award of excellence: 
liberation / social justice / 
protest

California 2019



O F F I C I A L  S E L E C T I O N S

Montana
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Romania

MUMBAI 2019



Increasing religious intolerance across the globe is a 
truly distressing phenomenon. If there really IS a god 
it’s not doing a very good job, is it? 

But religion isn’t just about gods. It’s about rituals, 
habits, customs. Visual and audio symbols that start 
to become a part of one’s identity. What does the 
sound of a church bell do to you? What significance 
does the colour saffron have in your life? What’s your 
relationship with a kippah? Or with a burqa?

Exploring cultural nuances, habits, freedom, gender 
roles, parenting roles and individual choice is what 
the writer’s journey in The Disguise has been about. 8 | 16
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The Indian Express, 27 March 2019m e d i a

https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/same-difference-10-5644311/
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Times of India, 27 March 2019m e d i a

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/film-on-cultural-intolerance-premiers-at-city-%20festival/articleshow/68588315.cms
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Mirchi Bangla’s launch of the trailer, 26 March 2019

Sangbad Protidin, (Bengali Daily), 29 March 2019

m e d i a

https://youtu.be/hb9tg6hSWPE
https://epaper.sangbadpratidin.in/epaper/m/342303/5c9d6f359830b
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Impact, 13 May 2019m e d i a

https://www.impactonnet.com/backbeat/an-act-of-faith-an-act-of-brave-6390.html


The Indian Express, 29 May 2019

The Hindu listing, 25 May 2019

m e d i a
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https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/islamophobia-riya-mukherjee-violence-is-created-in-the-head-5743134/


Riya is the founder & partner of RMWP 
[Riya Mukherjee Word Pictures]: a 
company committed to creating original 
audio video content for a thinking audience. 

She is also a music & radio consultant as 
well as a writer and original content creator. 

Having started her radio career in the early 90s and 
after 15 industry shaping years with Radio Mirchi 
as the National Creative Head, Riya became an 
independent consultant in November 2014. She 
advises media houses and agencies on how to create & 
curate content in the music and entertainment space. 

In the past few years Riya has also been part of several 
innovative films either as a conceptualiser, co writer, 
lyricist or creative producer. Notable among them 
being the short films The Virgins, Kahanibaaz and 
Baarish, and the feature film Good Morning Sunshine. 

The Disguise is her screenplay and the maiden 
production venture of RMWP.

P r o d u c e r ’ s  P r o f i l e
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c a s t  a n d  c r e w
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