e

B ey,

AL winner B, b

o 2,
tntematon! Shor 2 WINNER “,
& Bestinermationa St oy “\‘

(&)

FINALIST
4 Oamaca
.&‘_1' R i

4
= RIYA MUKHERJEE
WORD PICTURES

THE DISGUISE

DIRECTED BY
Sandeep A. Varma
FEATURING
Naomi Willow & Adriana Grigoriev



2

16

SYNOPSIS ‘

The Disguise is an intimate film about the lives of two
women in London. One is conservative, holding on to
her native symbols and customs, while the other is
liberal and assimilated into the western world. One
day, an incident on the road, a hate crime, pushes
matters to a head, and forces them to rethink their
concepts of identity.

This film makes no attempt to arrive at any answers,
and instead just leaves some questions hanging: what
is culture? What is integration? What is acceptance?
And who decides how we choose to live?



When you live in a large multi-racial megalopolis, how
much should you blend in and to what extent can you
stand out? This premise of The Disguise is what attracted

me — the subtle war between the ‘native’and ‘migrant’.

Rabia wants to stay close to her conservative roots.
But at a bus stop in London, something shocking
happens that makes her question that. A local
Londoner, Lena, helps her, and their stories intersect.
But Lena only appears to be a ‘local’. What happens
with both, internally and externally, is what this film
is about.

Set at an ambling pace, and yet dramatic, capturing
the inner streets of London, The Disguise is a personal
intimate story that raises questions which have no
definitive answers.



DIRECTOR’S PROFILE & WORK

Sandeep A.Varma is an award winning
filmmaker. As a writer, director and
producer he’s won multiple accolades and
recognitions. His feature film Manjunath
won the Ramnath Goenka Award for
cinematic excellence & the Best Screenplay
at the Screen Awards 2015 apart from
being nominated for the Best Debut

Director Award.

His short film, The Virgins, has crossed 14 million
views since its release in 2016. It has been felicitated
at several festivals including Jio Filmfare, Delhi Shorts
International & Noida International.

Sandeep has also written & directed Kahanibaaz,
starring Ashish Vidyarthi, for Royal Stag Large Shorts.
Kahanibaaz has been recognised at pretigious festivals
including the ‘Filmfare Awards’, the ‘Los Angeles Cine
Fest’and the ‘Pune international Film Festival’.

Apart from his filmmaking career, Sandeep is an
experienced entrepreneur. He is the Managing
Director of ICOMO, a Mumbai based boutique creative
agency. He has recently co-founded Filmboard Movies,
a film & tech based start-up that seeks to revolutionize
the way content is created in this country.

An engineering degree from BITS PILANI, an MBA
from FMS, along with rich corporate work experience,
allow Sandeep to straddle these various roles with
acumen and ease.
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RITWIK GHATAK BRONZE AWARD
FOR THE 3RD BEST SHORT FICTION:
‘for an engaging drama
involving the many facets of
the bourqa while exposing the
present state of Islamophobia,
supported by a well-written
script!’

HONORABLE MENTION IN THE
BEST SHORTS COMPETITION 2019
HUMANITARIAN AWARDS!:

‘Your production was hand
selected by our judges and
staff, from the entire pool of
entries to the competition
throughout 2019, as a film
that represents both the spirit
of humanitarianism combined
with quality filmmaking
craft.”
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WRITER’

Increasing religious intolerance across the globe is a
truly distressing phenomenon. If there really IS a god
it's not doing a very good job, is it?

But religion isn’t just about gods. It’s about rituals,
habits, customs. Visual and audio symbols that start
to become a part of one’s identity. What does the
sound of a church bell do to you? What significance
does the colour saffron have in your life? What'’s your
relationship with a kippah? Or with a burga?

Exploring cultural nuances, habits, freedom, gender
roles, parenting roles and individual choice is what
the writer’s journey in The Disguise has been about. 8|16



Stills from the film The Disguise

Same Difference

Short film The Disguise is about two women in
London, with very different identities, but
facing similar issues

PARTHKHATAU

AS ADRIANA GRIGORIEY got readyfor her

0 ondon’s most busy streets,

ing shocking happened. A man
drmngmw a parking lot next-coor, rolled
down his windows and hurled racial
abuses her way for wearing a burga A
stunned Grigoriev burst into tears, run-
ning to her crew, standing a few hundred
MeLres away.

“This was the first-time Adriana was
dressed in a burga in London and after
reading the script initially, had argued
with me that Muslim women aren't
racially abused there,” says Mumbai-

I .
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based Sand eep Varma, director of The
Disguise, a short film that premiered in
kul!f.ara onMarch 26,
ften make claims about ourso-
lean. Ho
csm and discrimination
K adds the 49-year-old,
who has also written and directed
Kahanibaaz, ashort film starring Ashish
Vidyarthi, while his other works include
Manjunath, afilmonan [IM-Ludmow stu-
dent who was killed for standing up
against corruption.

Grigoriev from Moldova is one of the
two protagonists (the other one being
Naomi Willow from the UK) in the film,
which is about two women in London —

27 March 2019
1er. indianexpress.com/c/37964119

onewhoisconservative and holds on to her
qustoms, while the otheroneisliberal and
has assimilated into the Western world.
One day, a hate crime pushes matters to a
head, and forces them torethink theiriden-
tity. Willow plays a Mislim worman who
hasembraced the British culture and lives
herlifelike any other Londoner. However,
her perception of racism faced in Britain
changes after anincident ata busstop.
Riya Mukherjee, writer and producer
of the 18-minute film, says, "l wrote itin
early 2018 and felt the story was very
nmcly with lhe kind of mess the wurltl

thatwouldve beentime consumin
50, | decided to produce it myself” The
44-year-old founded Riya Mukherjee
‘Word Pictures, with The Disguise being
their maiden production.
On choosing London as the backdrop,
she says, ‘1 know London very well asa
itis fullof e from different cul-
andracismunfortu-
nately persists there, making me want to
pickit asa place to shoot.™

The Indian Express, 27 March 2019



https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/same-difference-10-5644311/

Film on cultural intolerance

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: An 18-minute En-
glish film aboul the growing
cultural intolerance all over
the world was premiered at
the ongoing South Asian
ShortFilm Festivalin thecity
on Tuesday. Titled ‘The Dis-
guise’, the film was earlier se-
lected for the Best Shorts
Competition in California
and The Bozeman Film Fes-
tival in Montana.

Set in London, the film
narrates the personal story
of two women and the
subscquent  choices  they
make because of the growing
cultural  insensitivity  all
around. Direclor of the film,
Sandeep A Varma, said he
was drawn to the story be-
cause of its “intimate” na-
tureand “shelf life”,. Anengi-
neer by qualification with an
MBA degree, Varma has al-
ready directed a feature film
titled ‘Manjunath’.

“When you live in a large
= multi-racial megalopolis,
how much should you hlend
in and to what extent can you
stand out? This premise of
“The Disguise’  the subtle
war between the *native’ and
‘migrant’ attracted me,”
Varma said.

The ecrowd-funded short
film, featuring Naomi Willow
and Adriana Grigoriev, has
been written by Riya Muk-
herjee, who is a musie/radio
consultant and a writer and
. original content creator.
. Talking about the project,

premiers at city festival

ALL ABOUT THE FILM

Sandeep A Varma | birecToR

which she produced as
well, Mukherjee caid, “The
film is about the lives of
two Londoners. While one is
conservative, the other is as-
similated into the western
world. One day, a hate erime
on the road forces them to
rethink their concepts of
identity.” The film has been
deliberately left open-ended
with both Varma and Muk-
herjee insisting on not at-
tempting to arrive at any de
fNinitive answers.

On being asked why
she chose to pen the script af-
ter 23 years of her work in
broadcasting and music
programming, Mukherjee
said she had earlier worked
on innovative films either
asaconceptualiser, co-writer,
lyricist or creative producer.
Notable among them have

» Name of film | The » Setin| London

Disguise - » It was earlier

» Duration | 18 / 6 selected for the

minutes | (/) c Best Shorts

> Director | 4 _} Colr}}petitionici\

sandeep A Varma California an
er'lp pi !’ e ' /' The Bozeman Film

> Writer | Riya <= _ Festival in Montana

Mukherjee

When you live in a large multi-racial

megalopolis, how much should you blend in

and to what extent can you stand out? This
premise of ‘The Disguise’ — the subtle war between
the ‘native’ and ‘migrant’ — attracted me

been short films titled ‘The
Virging’, ‘Kahanibaaz’ and
‘Baarish’ and the feature
film titled ‘Good Morning
Sunshine’.

“The story of “The Dis-
guise” isvery visual. Besides,

it isn’t a story that can
be told on the radio,” Muk-
herjee said.

Another very conscious
choice was to set the film
in London. “I could have shot
it outside my house since all
I needed was a bus stop. But
I deliberately wanted to set
it in a megalopolis in the
western  world because |
didn't want the exotie third
world problem tag. I needed
Caucasians to be cast. I need-
ed to draw attention to the
fact that this is no longer just
happening in our backyard,”
sheconcluded.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/film-on-cultural-intolerance-premiers-at-city-%20festival/articleshow/68588315.cms
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"The Disquise’ is a crowd funded and self funded short film written and
produced by Riya Mukherjee and directed by Sandeep Varma. It's about the
growing racial and cultural intolerance across the globe today. Riya finished
the film in November last year. The India premiere of the film is today,
Tuesday @ 01:45 PM @ Nandan-IIl.

Watch the trailer:

flyoutu be/hb9igBhSWPE o
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https://youtu.be/hb9tg6hSWPE
https://epaper.sangbadpratidin.in/epaper/m/342303/5c9d6f359830b
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AN ACT OF FAITH, AN ACT OF BRAVE.

Riya Mukherjee, Founder, Riya Mukherjee Ward Pictures and Former EVP & National Creative
Head, Radio Mirchi talks about the importance of breaking barriers to stand by one’s beliefs

May, 2019
by RIYA MUKHERJEE

There i the audience at this iscussion on o
and timid. “Gosh. how far had | come from that corner cabin, the bad
| theught to = miy hand remained ignored by the ‘men of experience’ o

You don't exps
ook pity on me.

f decades. And

e mindnumbing accounts of terroris

n blood.."? Was it becaw:



https://www.impactonnet.com/backbeat/an-act-of-faith-an-act-of-brave-6390.html

&TheInd{q;:_EXPRESS

Books Fashion Health Fitness Artand Culture Workplace Feelings Life-style Food & Wi

‘Violence is created in the
head’

Short-film director Sandeep A Varma brings his English short about
Islamophobia to the 14th Habitat Film Festival in Delhi.

The Indian Express, 29 May 2019

The Hindu listing, 25 May 2019

English short

As part of the HFF 2019, an English short film,
The Disguise, will be screened. Written and
produced by Riya Mukherjee, the film is directed
by award winning filmmaker Sandeep A Varma. It
is about two women in London - a conservative
and a liberal. One day a hate crime on the road
forces both to rethink their concepts of identity.
veEnue: The Amaltas Hall, IHC

TmMe: 6:30 p.m.



https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/islamophobia-riya-mukherjee-violence-is-created-in-the-head-5743134/

PRODUCER’S PROFILE

Riya is the founder & partner of RMWP
[Riya Mukherjee Word Pictures]: a
company committed to creating original
audio video content for a thinking audience.

Sheis also a music & radio consultant as

well as a writer and original content creator.

Having started her radio career in the early 9os and
after15 industry shaping years with Radio Mirchi

as the National Creative Head, Riya became an
independent consultant in November 2014. She
advises media houses and agencies on how to create &
curate content in the music and entertainment space.

In the past few years Riya has also been part of several
innovative films either as a conceptualiser, co writer,
lyricist or creative producer. Notable among them
being the short films The Virgins, Kahanibaaz and
Baarish, and the feature film Good Morning Sunshine.

The Disguise is her screenplay and the maiden
production venture of RMWP.



CAST AND CREW

RABIA
LENA
HASHIM

LENA’S MOTHER

DIRECTOR

CINEMATOGRAPHER

EDITOR

WRITER

ORIGINAL BACKGROUND SCRORE
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

15|16 UK LINE PRODUCER

Naomi Willow

Adriana Grigoriev
Zed Josef
Jennifer Scott-Malden

Sandeep A. Varma
Ezequiel Romero
Sandeep Francis
Riya Mukherjee
Anuj Danait

N Nancy Nisa Beso
Ajay Arora, Nodachi
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