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You can listen to the interview here


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ycy7fyew6ae7ivn/AAALWNtlTBwoCOiw9tQw_U9Ia?dl=0
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“Trump uses the
phrase Fake News
to describe stories

that are critical

of him - and in
mosl cases lrue

Radiolimes

tan Hislop's Fake News: a True Story Moncisy 9005 Bac,

COUFLE OF MONTHS ug0
lrm'ad in my offief

alone spoons, and I don't know why anyon
would g o the trouble of making this p, 1t wal
Fake News,not & partelarysniste cxampl|

1 of Fake News then and they still say it now,
bt it becomes less entertaininng when the public
are deliberstaly misinformed

The US newspaper proprietors soon realised
that if you can make people believe your version
of what's appening on the Moo, you can make
thhem believe your version of what's happening
back on the Earth, Even it isn't troe.

¢ ONE PARTICULARLY spectacular case the
media tycoon William Randolph Hearst
nanaged to help start a war by misreport-
ing the Cuban rebellion against the
Spanish, When the American warship the USS
Maine blew up and sank in
Havana harbour in 1898,
Hearst's papers decided that it
was the fault of  giant Spanish
e, 1t waslterally a wespon
of but it was

‘person into believing

‘money. No that s also Fake News. st ther

e
inuiry revealed that it had
never existed at all Too late
America went to war with
Spain and Hearst had his

Inuplndmnnln;ﬂnhﬂmnwmlmhl
buy things but Inﬂuenunl elections anc|

A programmie |
at whether this has historially been a problem |
o whether our age is uniquely susceptible

1 did some filming in the
US to draw out some of these
early parallels, but when you
even mention the phrase =

¢The Moon was
lated by man-

new and people bive been worrying about it for
along time.

bats and unlwm’

the periods following the inveation of the steam-
powerod prining press and imvention of the

Fake News in New York o v\»hmgm every

Ty newspapers starting in the 19th century

;hun.anmumlnhhnymudmw-se
and popalist, opening up the news to the ardi-

m-hml-m:ﬁmmmue-aummam

President Trump. This is confusing since the
Fake News | wanted to talk about jst the same.
‘s that which Trump constantly refers to on TV
and his Twitter feed. He uses the phrase to

an explosion of Fake News. When I usked histo-
rian and academic Andie Tucher from Columbia

2 are critical of him, and stories that are i

ke, tories that

cases true. When he points his finger at the
making

.mm.uywudnmm:mm

§ up Fake News, he's encourging o supporters

5 tho New York St scoop in 1835 abovut the

s of information

Avigw oF

THE INHABITANTS OF TBE MOON,
o

and believe what they read
online instead.
And yet online is where
the Fake News really s,
deularly in the extraor-
y world of the
can “alternative-
same adjective is
used by Trump to describe
3 his version of events as
“alternative facts
In Washington 1 interviewed the delightful
owner of a pizza restaurant who was targeted

not, and have not been, immune to Fake News
Did anyone else enjoy the Trumpian sight of our
ospital and telling a TV
cameraman that there were o press present?
This s all  tricky arca. | know because I edit
the ! iageine it By s o e

‘us British prime minister is the head of  fal-

Democrat
Party fund-taising cvent, who then bull w3

being the centre of 4 Democratic Party -

phile empire. laugha-
ble,including the revelation that cheese pizza

ey 100K U8 offthe list bt the trouble
with reproduction online is that it
In a magasine or
 newspaper you know which bits are
but

pomography
The Fake News grew with one post claiming
that this poar man's name, James Alefantis, was
code for “Jaime les enfants”. It was still picked
up by more and more sites and platforms ~
4chan to Reddit to Twitter to Facebook to
ris eventually retweeted by the
son of Tramp's National Security Adviser.
Despite being 100 per cent nonsense.
“The presenter of lt-right website Info Wi,
4 Alex Jones, broadeast these Jies and
¥ urged his viewers to investigate the

walked into Alefantiss restaurant look-
ing for a basement full of child victims
of Hillary Clinton, Fortunately, the only

meant o
and put on a seeen o phose, i arder to
assess, And that is the key question,
i Whit ca e d by Folle e

There are arguments for more corporate
responsibility and bringing the online world
under the same legislative framework as the
but [ have feeling the final answer
is "grove up". Not just the writers and the politi-
cians but all of us as consumers of onlingnews.
‘We have 1o be more committex to the concept of
truth, be more sceptical about the motives of
those who offer s their news, stop believing
things just because we want to and not believing
them because they are inconvenjent.

Sorry, this bit is getting quite camest... but

thing he shat was
a computer. This was an extraordinary
metaphor for the whole Pizzagate
phenomenon, as he literally sbot the
messenger of Fake News and then told

“faulty intel

there is & very in the documen-
tary of me dancing rather than pontificating.
Lleave it to you as mature, intelligent viewers to
decide whether this s in some way fake or is
actually my geauine bid to be included in the

The progeamme isn't just about
America; there are sections about
Russia and even Britain where we are

o Misiop returns I Fave
o Fritay 9.005m BBC
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History fakes
the headlines

Will truth be told? asks
Sarah Olowofoyeku

cpnmmldtzws&ngem only way not to be deceived is to trust

that somebody - rmz-ngwﬂmommdiomm

mévﬂud b:chnnﬂ-pm neads everything.

toto responsble fr veribing thesh. | One book thet mary peopl have

 Sch verfcation, howeres questionsd over the years but that
rmary have found

3 Thomas was
The problem of truth is  fierds. However when the ews broke

times,” Immpcns us&u.-mm E hat days after his crucifxicn Jesus
on $o explain the not breaking news bmmﬂedb God from death to lge,
1AN BisROP INVESTIGATES THE T e I 1
matetmede | Albasedtec n ; Conderm b for
HISEORY OEMISINFORMATION e e 5 oot o aker vedoa Cordnt 10 i scepticam, the Biske eports that
FOR iV, DOC nmnpwundmm prm/mmmmdn actually Jesus perscnally met up with Thomas
UMENTARY weren't tnus. ‘and iz other proving bt he
looks at the curent nmbeh\ynmvgmlwr\abmsl was alive. He said to Thomas: 'St;
) - fake news crisis through the lens of the ways in mchwecmbetszwcd. dmbhngmdbdme {ohn 2027 New
- | history. len uny the motivations and how, with technology, faks International |
for news, which include seem 1o be on the increaze. Ilahmd Many Muhm:fwndm
power, poltics and fioe.He o know what the truth raally is and it when they have expensnced doubt,
‘ chats to a manufacturer @news, a5 can feel impossble to know who to God has shown up and helpad them to
= - well as with someone whose business tst. believe. If we find # hard to trust God's.
MONEY MAKES THESS, ‘MYJDAUGHTER WENT  STORE’S VAL . it of wid g natbeeaking  message of s ove or s, we can be
WORLD GO ROUND N DAYSIWITHOUT EATING’ SPEAK VOLUMES e bk *"*’“"““"*""- e M 1 oo e D R |

be e
‘e that's good news for everyone.

Event encourages investment (‘zv!for children living The bookshop that ™ M‘ﬂ" Viaiop suagest. pemnwhe
in environment with anorexia supports its community
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Fake it

BOX

“Private Eye was listed as ‘fake news’
on an academic site that was used by
the American government”

Private Eye editor and long-standing Have I Got News for

You panellist LAN HISLOP tells us about his upcoming

§ BBC Four documentary, which explores the phenon

of fuke news from s historical perspective

Dicd this muke you think fresh sbout
Your work as a satirist?
1S make e Uik,

numbers and di
The se

v reason i

ANOTHER FINE NESS: Just a toy sub. Inset, Hislop

Vou start with a stoey about lying tseems
bat-paaple on the Moon, featirod in he fell for fake news that his by Elsie Wright and Frances m‘uﬂw",’m"mﬁ:’:‘f”‘m
Nrws York tablokd The Sew in the 1830s lover Cleopatra, played by Griffiths. They admitted it ofthe headlines. Butas Private Eye
That's smusing, bt things s0on get ‘Taylor below with was editorand Have I Got News for You
stalwartfan Hislop discoersn his

ore
fascinating new documentary,fake

den of what dwehat’

MAN BATS ON THE Egyptian radio drama > .
MOON: In 1835, news i bandying the term about.
broke Here, Hislop, 59, s
about his findings. up fake news... You think, Why
are you telling thousands of people
4 Trump?”
alongtime....In 1835an Isit funny? No, people believe t.
American newspaper claimed
- news stories just beulun:n
spénion finr poitical eeds, and that cause of President
ocorme soee damgerous Trump.. b wx ksabo platf
news that ‘What I
The film argues that fake news s AR L s
causes sgrificant probloms for isn't hich
y i Tn 1898, William
for P fthe first

big media barons, more or less

He claimed

But Spanis < f

L e s e

say something’shappened, they'll called the USS Maine, but n truth
say Losingthat ip blew itself up afera fire.

Circulation: 94,583 Circulation: 303,425 Circulation: 89,696
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lan Hislop on his surprise at
discovering how the spread
of baseless storiesis as old

asthe mediaitself...
Here, lan, 59, tells TV Times the. No, I think
- i theylsay, y probably ign
lan Hislop’s : a y q
Fake News: whatto expe HaveIGot  prog youlookatan cither things happen or they don't,  series, We had a programme
‘aKe News: “ . . - .
News, ¥ nefits Yo a paper itsnot 1 got blanked out
ATrue Story d you think, called The Sun fanny! Losing 1
HONDAY /884 / 9PN y seri Y tha ' Boris Johnsan
fake news be? i y Jlike men t wasa bit
seditorofsatirical  Well what s t of a Toller-couster The showls
magazine Private . il y tyou
1898 whe quit e
for very similar to the ‘William Randolph Hearst, one of As reagers, i i
since q ally i medi or i
1990, 1 ‘s diffe huge electric y o The way
though. i i P
Wh inNewYorkin  circulation, Heclaimed the Spanish | ~ essentiallyto guow upas eaders  Yes, it so dificult to predict
’ the 19th Century uge and say, Twon’ " b v. Anyone could
documentary, lan Hislop's Fake ~ news that he docsn't Suddenly  million ibbish’ bePM 5
News: A True History this weekon  like! He has this tho'd never Mo but show. Merton!
BBOH, fake news has actuallybeen  rather brilliant . i
wreaking havoe for centuries, long  strategy of saying ‘before were now y i
befre the dawn of Facebook. anythinghe cadin them, but e day for : Steve,
“There was official British fuke loesn't agree they were just Isresponsible for the creation kept coming on in the middle of
newsmongering during World with s fike 5 i i say
War One, when lurid stories were — news. He's an was complete vebeen  orthat h 4 But
spread about German factories extraordinary nonsense! yisatrisk. s
‘manufacturing soap from corpses,  purveyor of fuke Itsrather terrifying because we've | beginning! Are there any Hasut Daviss
while one newspaper convinced  news himself, P poi peop)
millions of 19th-century New [ARSINSIVN  Mccia baron: William Notthat
Yorkers that there were unicorns  everyone else RandolphHearstal /8 that me, any
living on the surface of the moon! _ of doingit! 4 up. P

JAN HISLOP'S FAKE
NEWS:A TRUE STORY

Donald Trump is always going
on about it and the internet
Islittered with some of the
worst excesses, but fake news
isn'ta modern thing. Its been
around for decades as lan
Hislop discovers in this thought-
provoking documentary.

“Helt it would be interesting

paraliel and shows how the
tern repeats itself;says lan.

Finding echoes from the past
e fikens.

Pope backs Trump/says lan. 1t

funny,but there were plenty

people

Targets: Hillary
Clinton and

meets.
Christopher

f

fallouts from a fake news story
was when hacked emails from
Hillary Clinton's campaign
manager were published. it
led toa conspiracy theory they
contained coded messages.
connecting officils of the
Demacratic Party with a child
sex abuse ring, and the owner
of aWashington restaurant,
where theyd meet, became
the target for online hate.
‘It was madness. Complete

nonsense!says an. But things

Circulation: 141,596

Blar dubbed
the mass-market news boom ; ne | g
I ith iy Selan W‘;"WW‘"’“ ""‘,;ged {but  looking to save the children!
et o ing prt y tan
barons, e i
Just wrote complete nonsense; Dl results n him
Sayslan.In away, fssimiar o Caused areal war - between ‘eye-opening ballet to the.
whats oniine today.There re A e Dance Of The Sugar Plum
butit’s st decided that a major Fairy! Or so it would seem.
o polcetheweD: So, has he been the victim
fake news himself?

There wasa*fact”on the web
saying | was bomn in Zambla;
says lan, who was
in Swansea. That would have

\ been big news to my mother!”
Jim Maloney

Blair at work

iz 13
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Ian Hislop’s Fake
News: A True Story
BEC Four, 9pm

Hardeas

Email: john.mcentee@dailymail.co.uk

BBC viewers will see lan Hislop dance
like Fred Astaire in his forthcoming Fake
News: A True Story. 'As you can see | am
now ready for Strictly,” he says. Hislop
credits visual artist Eric Drass, who
explains: 'This is created using a piece of
software which learns your face known as
Deep Fake, generally used for
pornographic clips. You take the face of a
famous actress and you map it into the
body of a pornographic star and you send

it out as a secret sex tape!’

Radidlimes

In this documentary, Private Eye editor

Ian Hislop traces the origins of fake news,
from the birth of the mass media in late
19th-century New York through tabloids

like the Sun to today’s social media-fuelled
fake-news frenzy. An illuminating look at our
wilful misunderstanding of the truth. AK

lan Hislop's Fake News:

a True Story c.00um Beca
DOCUMENTARY lan Hislop looks

| scepticallyat Christopher Blair, an

unapologetic purveyor of fake news,
or rather, made-upnonsensethat's
simply designed, claims Blair,to
provoke the American alt-right into
afrothing frenzy. It's all done, he
says, in the nameofsatire.

Of course Hislop knows athing
ortwo aboutsatire, andheis
unconvinced, worrying that sending
suchpap into the universe means
even sensible peop ledou bt the truth
of real and actual newsstories.

Ina jolly,occasionally serious
history of fake news, whichof course
didn't begin with Donald Trump,
Hislopgoes back to835and an
American newspaper's pileof pif fle
about telescopestrainedon the
Moon spotting herdsofbison and
"flying man-bats”. It wasa sensation
a crowds thronged thestreet
outsidet he paper’soffices,
demandingmore. Thus an important
lesson was leamt: fake newssells. AG
Seefeature page 22

lan Hislop reports

lan Hislop’s
Fake News

@ FACTUAL /9pm / BEC4

Thanks to Donald

Trump, the phruse
“fake news' is rarely out of
of the headlines these days.
But as Tan Hislop reveals,
it's nothing new. He
unearths historical fake
news scoops, including a
lurid tale of UK fake-news
mongering during World
War One, when stories
were spread about German
factories manufacturing
soap from corpses. Seary
stufl? ek k% 170

True lies: the Private Eye editor squares up to the news

BBC Four, 9.00pm

“Obviously you would
never find fakery on the
BBC and I would never
mislead you,” says lan
Hislop midway through
this film, before
embarking on a world-
class, tour de force solo
ballet routine. Every
blink, smile and frown on
his face appears to be his
own, even as his body
moves like Carlos Acosta
beneath him.

Itis a superb, hilarious
and deeply troubling
example of deep fake
video manipulation
(currently the subject of
BBCY’s The Capture), and
just one highlightina
film that is more than a
history of fakery in the
media, though it is that,
too. From some of the
earliest fake news stories

of the mid-19th century,
when newspaper
technology allowed
people to be duped on a
mass scale for the first
time - usually to boost
circulation - Hislop
explores the methodology
of faking news stories and
the motivations behind
those who do it. He comes
up with many bizarre
examples (stories of
Hillary Clinton’s secret
child-sex trafficking ring
beneath a Washington
pizzeria might be funnier
had they not resulted in
an actual shooting) and
many more where
powerful people and
unscrupulous politicians
spread lies to suit their
own ends. Essential
viewing for our times.
Gerard O'Donovan
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FACT OR FICTION
Ian Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story, 9pm, BBC4

A GLEEFUL and thought-provoking
romp through the history of fake
news, in which Hislop merrily
shines a light on made-up stories
from the past to see what they

can tell us about the fake news
crisis today. These include the
New York Sun's salacious Teports’
of life on the Moon in the 1830s.

BZ %% |an Hislop's

~ Fake News:

A True Story
BBC Four, 9pm
The Have | Got
News for You
team captain

‘, (left) explores

~ the history of
dishonest news

| &
J
reporting over
: the past two
.c- centuries.

The Dailp Telegraph

Ian Hislops Fake News:
A True Story

mC FOUR, 5.000M

o “Obviously you would
* never find fakery on

the BBC and I would never

mislead you,"says lan
Hislop midway through
this film, before
embarking on aworld-
class tour de force solo

ballet routine. Every blink,

smile and frown on his

Bceappears tobe his own,

even as his body moves
like Carlos Acosta beneath
him. Itis a superb,
hilarious and deeply
troub ling onm‘;?:r of deep
Eke video manipulation
(as seen on BBC One’s The
Capture) just one
highlight ina film that is
more a history of
Ekery in the media,
thoughitis that, too.
From some of the
eariest fake news stories
of the mid-19th century,
when newspaper

technology allowed people

tobe duped on amass
scale for the first time -
usually toboost
droulation - Hislop
explores the methodology
of fa news stories and
the motivations behind
those who do it. He comes
up with nzany bizare
examples stories of
Hilkary Clinton’s secret
child-sex trafficking ring
beneath a Washington

Has he got fake news for you: Lan Hislop presents

pizzeria might be funnier
had they not resulted in an | politidans spread lies to
actualshooting) and nany
more where powerful

people and unscrupulous

suit their own ends.
Gerard O'Donoran
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DOCUMENTARY
lan Hislop’s
Fake News:
A True Story BBe4, pm

The satirist unearths dishonest
news reports fromthe past 200
years, including examples of early

trick photography. %k

IANHISLOP'SFAKENEWS: A
TRUESTORY gPM MON, BBCy
Havel Got News For You stalwart
and Private Eye editor Ian Hislop
turns his attention to the world’s
fake news epidemic. Looking
over some historical examples
- such as the 1835 report that
flying man-bats had been
spotted on the Moon - Hislop
moves to more recent examples
of media disinformation, and
meets the Washington DC
restaurateur who fell
vicetim to “Pizzagate” .
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[an Hislop’s

Fake News: A Tr

ue Story

In 1903 two Immigrant miners
In Clarksburg, West Virginia,
argued over a pet dog. In the
ensulng fight one of the men,
Mejk Swenekafew, was shot
dead. The story was first
reported in The Dally Telegram
before being enthuslastically
plcked up by Its rival, The
Clarksburg Dally News.
However, the Dally News had
been duped = I'll let you work
out the punchline — with the
Telegram planting this fake
news article to prove thelr
rivals were stealing storles.
This entertaining tale — one of
many In lan Hislop's excellent
documentary — Is a droll and
relatively harmless example
of fake news. Hislop, pictured,
however, Is on excorlating
form as he trawls through the
history of fake news, making it
all too clear the Insidious
damage it can do — and Is still
doing. In the 1890s the medla
mogul Willlam Randolph
Hearst even managed to use

. fake news to start a war,

¢ telling his Mustrator: “You

. furnish the pictures and I'll

: furnish the war.” The historical
- examples are fascinating, but
¢ It Is the modern-day Instances
. that will make you sweat.

. Hislop heads to the US to

¢ meet the owner of the plzza

¢ parlour at the centre of

. the bizarre White House

§ paedophile ring story, and a

: man who runs a webslte that

¢ publishes fake political storles
: under the ausplces of satire.

. Hislop looks close to pulling

: his halr out as he puzzles over
- why people belleve fake news
- storles even when they have

: been debunked. “The most
perniclious thing about

. consplracy theorles Is that

¢ they perslst even after they

¢ have been thoroughly

. discredited,” he says. It's

a superb documentary. But
 then you shouldn't belleve

: everything you read In the

. papers.

»

lan Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story

DOCUMENTARY BBC4 HD, 9pm

The Have | Got News for You panellist
investigates the phenomenon of ‘fake
news', a term popularised by Donald
Trump but with a long, troubled history

NEW \§ W-
lan Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story

BBC4HD, 9pm

The journalist charts early instances of

13Ke news, 100k ”>Q Sl IS PIace i pollics

What'son

 lan Hislop’s Fake
i News: A True Story

! m Fake news is on the nse,
so I'm fascinated to see

lan Hislop explore its origins for this

documentary. In our interview, he

| shares his discoveries. See page 20 4

lan Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story sscs, 9.00pm

In this one-cff documentary, the Have
LGot News for Yoy captain examines the
200-year history of dishonest reporting
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lan Hislop's Fake News:

A True History

gpm, BBCL

There’s nothing new about fake
news, argues Hislop, as he delves
back in time to earlier attempts at
distorting and misinforming the
public, right back to the circulation
wars of rival newspapers in 1890s
America - one particular fabricated
report even helping to start a war.
Doctored US Civil War photographs
may have pre-empted today’'s “deep

THE SUNDAY TIMES

lan Hislop's Fake News —
A True Story (BBC4, 9pm)
“Confused? You're meant

to be,” says Ian Hislop in
this astute overview of the
history of misinformation
and its deleterious effects on
modern life. The presenter’s

deep-fake dancing segment is
amusing, but it makes serious

points about the nature of
human vulnerability to new

technology and the dying skill

of being suspicious. (VS)

While it may sound like Trump
territory, ‘fake news’ has, in
fact, been kicking around
since 1903. Here, the HIGNFY
panellist explores how we can

learn lessons about lying in the

media from years gone by in
this funny, but frightening film.

Glrlellr?lian

Ian Hislop’s Fake
News: A True Story
9pm, BEC Four
Private Eye editor [an
Hislopis no stranger to
the news. In this one-
off doc, he traces the
origins of fake news
from the birth of the
mass media in New
York in the late 19th
century to our own
social media-fuelled
fakery. An incisive
look into our wilful
misunderstandings
of the truth. AK

IAN HISLOP’S FAKE NEWS: A TRUE STORY | BB(4 9PM

Glr{‘zlllr%lian

Ian Hislop's Fake News:
ATrueStory

gpm, BBCFour

Private Eye editor Ian
Hislopis no stranger

to the news, In this
one-off doc, he traces

the origins of fake news
from thebirth of the mass
media in New York in
thelate 19th century to
our own social media-
fuelled fakery. An incisive
look into our wilful
misunderstandings
ofthetruth, AK

lan Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story

Did you know that herds of
bison and flocks of flying
man-bats live on the moon?
It's true, because a New York
newspaper said so, or it did in
1835 — an early example of
fake news, as explored by

THE TIMES

Ian Hislop’s Fake
News: A True Story
BBC Four, 9pm
In 1903 two
Top immigrant
pick miners in
Clarksburg,
West Virginia, argued
over a pet dog. In the
ensuing fight Mejk
Swenekafew was shot

dead. The story was
first reported in The
Daily Telegram before
being enthusiastically
picked up by its rival,
The Clarksburg Daily
News. However, the
Daily News had been




Online coverage

FINANCIAL TIMES whatsontv
Ian Hislop’s Fake News: A True Story, BBC4 —a | lan Hislop: ‘Fake news is terrifying because people will
long history of deceit believe anything they read online’

@ INDEPENDENT

From Motherland to Ian Hislop’s Fake, What’s on TV tonight: Monday
News Story October 7, 2019




Online coverage

The Telegraph RadidTimes
What’s on TV tonight: Ian Hislop’s
Falke News: A True Story, Motherland

lan Hislop's Fake News: A True History

|

Ten TV shows to watch this What's on? TV highlights for Monday

week, from Motherland to The




Reviews

THE TIMES

Sorting fact from fiction in the post-truth world

Carol
Midgley
TV review

Fake News: A True Story
BBC Four

* Ak

Mothertand

8BC Twa

heres nothing new under the
sun and, as lan Hislop
showed in a highly
enlertaining documentary,
that inchudes fake news. He
cpenad with a case from 1903 when
an American newspaper tricked a
rival it suspectad of stealing s stories
with a false murder report. the victim
being 3 Slav callad Mejk Swenekafow
("We fake news” backwands) The
rival swallowed it whole
However, lan Hislop's Fake News: A
True Story demonstrated how we are
now in more sini ster waters, \thl‘ a
gunman vill open fire in a pizz:
estaurant in Washingion DO because
of 3 conspiracy theory dlaiming that it
is inked to.a child sex ring imvolving
Hillary Clinton. Conchusion- some
people don't question what they want
1o be true. The pizzeria owner, Janes
Alefantis, said that denials, even facts,
did not matter any more the more
airad there is on' these platforms, the
mare people are engaged and the
areater the revenue. Hate pays
Hislop was variously playful,
concerned, droll and exasperated

in an intelligent flm that treated
viewers asif we have a brain, which
kes a nice change. Donald Trump's

version of “fake news”, Hislop said. is

Seainars that he docant e By
denouncing real news s fake, he

ump and his sprter

allow real fke news 1o flourish. More
surprisingly Hislop chose to illuswrate
his paints using the medium of ballet,
pirouetting like a bouncy young fawn
in spring. Except itwas ll camera
trickery, the lesson being that we can
take little at face vakue any morein a
post-ruth world where some people
think their opinion holds as much
welght as fact

‘The great strength of Motherland
is that it is rooted in excrudating.
humdrum truth. Iis comedy rescnates

ecause it is, to use a stinker of award.
relatable. OF at least it was. The frst

episode of series two was, for the
second half at least, so crazed it was a5
ifit had been at the crack pipe

Fresh blood Meg (Tanya Moodie) is
a good addition and started well, but
berame a slapstick caricature hogging
the plot before we had even got to
know her. She was like Henry Sellers,
the alcoholic TV presenter in Father
Ted who had ane sip of sharry then
went on a surreal bender in the woads
and was shot with a tranquilliser dart
How many alphamother
businesswomen do you know who get
fall-over drunk and vomit in a urinal
while taking a 1030pm conference call
1o Mexico in perfict Spanish, then
flash their breasts from the top of s
diouble-decker bus as police ook on?
Maybe 1 lead a sheltered life.

However, if they had cut Meg’s
excesses by half she would have been
twice &s comindng. Nonatheles,
the rest of the episode was as
uncomfortably deficious as ever. Anna
Maxwell Martin was perfect as the
harassed, resentful. flawed working
mother Julia; Lucy Punch an utter
delight s smug ell- woman Amanda
Diane Morgan the hegubrious font of
funny lines as can't-be-arsad Liz,and
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Reviews

Ian Hislop's Fake News: a True
Story, review: a fascinating and
alarming history of lies

Ian Hislop's Fake News: a True Story, BBC4, Spm &A%

Fake news was an expression known to few of us before Donald Trump's 2016
election campaign but /an Hislop’s Fake News: a True Story took us hundreds
of years through the history of the press to prove it's been around far longer
and that in fact, Trump is using the term entirely wrongly.

was variously plavful, concerned, droll and exasperate
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Ian Hislop’s Fake News:
A True Story review —
sorting fact from fiction
in the post-truth world

lan Hislop’s Fake News - BBC4

lan Hislop's Fake News sets out to show that there's nothing new about what
looks like a very modern phenomenon

Thanks to Donald Trump, the phrase “fake news” rarely seems to be out of the headlines,

But as lan Hislop discovers in lan Hislop’s Fake News, a fascinating (and frightening) new

documentary, fake n vas actually around long before the current US President started

bandying the term about.
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