DARK CITY BENEATH THE BEAT

The Untold Story of Baltimore Club Music



SYNOPSIS

Dark City Beneath the Beat is a musical,
documentary reimagining the narrative of
Baltimore, a city rising above social and
economic turmoil to develop a vibrant and close
knit community for the arts through it’s
homegrown sound Baltimore club music.

Dark City Beneath The Beat defines the
soundscape of Baltimore through personal
narratives of the city’s local club artists, djs,
dancers producers and creative community as
they are realizing their life dreams.

Rhythmic and raw, these stories are intercut with
musical sequences that illustrate the unique
characteristics of the “Charm City’s” landscape.

Inspired by an all original Baltimore club music
soundtrack, the film showcases the club music
genre as a positive subculture in a city
overshadowed by trauma, drugs and violence.
From the political and social climate to the
creative Igbhtg community, the audio visual piece
opens a window connecting the world to
Baltimore.




KEY CAST

UNEEK

Creator of Bmore Than Dance, a local
Baltimore club dance organization,
struggles with finding spaces for his annual
Baltimore club dance competition, due to
the inaccessibility of buildings available to
the community of majority black male inner
city teens he mentors. Uneek seeks

better ways to fund his ideas with dreams
of expanding his brand nationally and
globally by hosting his 8th annual King of
Baltimore dance competition.

TT THE ARTIST

Baltimore, club music rapper, sets out to start her own digital record label
Club Queen Records, a platform that focuses on exclusive music releases
by women and a premiere outlet for women of color in hip hop and dance
genres. As an indie artist and a woman of color living in a small city like
Baltimore, TT is met with challenges of breaking through the mainstream
music industry. She decides that in order to expand her brand and her
sound she must relocate to Los Angeles where more resources are within
arms reach. She envisions becoming a connector between the mainstream
music industry and the local Baltimore creative scene.




TERRY

Terry, founder of TSU Dance Crew seeks to create his own dance
movement. He spends his weekends teaching Baltimore club dance
workshops to inner city youth. Terry has become a local sensation
as well as traveling act with a vision to put Baltimore club dance
culture on the map. As a single father, Terry hopes to provide a
better life for his son through dance. Terry and TSU Dance Crew
embody Baltimore club music and showcase the genres signature
dance moves.
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MIGHTY MARK

Mighty Mark is a new school club producer

interested in pushing the Baltimore club sound from the
southside of Baltimore to the billboard charts, solidifying
the genre’s place on the worldwide music stage. Due to the
need for a professional space to house his productions,
Mark partners up with Cutty his barber and they set out to
open their own full service recording studio The Gold Room.
Mark plans for the Gold Room to become a musical hub and
creative outlet for local artists. Through his musical
productions he beaks down the anatomy of Baltimore club
music sounds.




MOOD BOARD

Dark City Beneath The Beat, aesthetically blends poetic, experimental storytelling and cinema verite documentary styles. The film
Polaroids by Rose Diferdinando merges real life stories juxtaposed with artistic, poetic, musical sequences that further narrate the story.
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“Dark City Beneath The Beat, is a unique journey through
Baltimore. Some of the themes woven into the film include
identifying social injustices that inner city youth face, street
violence, marginalized groups such as the Igbtq community and
Baltimore’s underground creative hubs.”

TT The Artist - Director

DIRECTOR BIO

Tedra Wilson also known as TT The Artist is a Florida
native who found her way to Baltimore, MD to attend the
Maryland Institute College of Art. In 2005, she interned
at MTV networks in New York, NY. She received her
Bachelor’s in fine arts with a concentration in video
production and relocated to Brooklyn, NY in 2006, where
she worked as an artist assistant to Performance and
Video artist Kalup Linzy. While in New York, celebrity and
fashion photographer Piper Carter gave TT the
opportunity to assist her with major campaigns

involving media outlets such as Def Jam, Essence
Magazine and New York Fashion week.

In 2008, she relocated from New York and returned to
Baltimore where she became a leading voice in the local
Baltimore music scene. Her credits include producing
segments on the CW network television show Keepin It
Real TV as well as radio show producer for the former Off
The Edge Radio show on 1010 am radio. With a
background in music and video production, she has
worked with grammy winning producer Diplo and high
profile musical acts as well as directed, produced and
edited many of her own music videos.

In 2016, she set out to do a 7 city music video tour where she
worked with dancers from Atlanta, Los Angeles, Miami, New
York, Baltimore, New Jersey and New Orleans. The final video
titled Dig premiered in March 2017 on the Danceon network, a
premiere platform for dancers all over the world co-founded by
Madonna. Her music has been featured in television and films
such as HBO'’s hit comedy series INSECURE , Comedy Central’s
Broad City , Netflix Step Sisters and more!

Dark City Beneath The Beat will be TT The Artist’s first featured
length independent film.
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