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T H E  F I L M

Mel has made a l i fet ime of  chal lenging herself.   Despite the 
dozens of  marathons and long- distance endurance runs under 
her belt ,  her latest  endeavor wil l  prove her most daunting 
run yet:   an isolated 2,200 mile - long hik ing trai l  through the 
mountains.   Alone in the woods,  Mel  pushes herself  to the 
l imit  on a dai ly  basis,  only stopping to replenish her supplies 
whenever she comes across some semblance of  civi l ization.  
Now, with her pack freshly restocked with help from her s ister, 
Chloe,  Mel  f inds herself  on an eight day stretch,  with no 
suppor t  and no way to contact the outside world.
 
There’s  nothing to stand in Mel ’s  way. . .  unti l  she encounters 
two strangers in the woods.   Wayland and Jared claim to be 
day-hikers,  but Mel  can see that they have been out in the 
wilderness longer than they claim, with nothing but a half-
empty back pack between them.  After  offer ing them aid,  Mel 
holds up for  the night in a hik ing shelter  along the trai l ,  and 
the two men soon f ind her there.

Her pack is  taken,  and Mel is  lef t  to fend for  herself,  with no 
food,  a  dwindling water supply,  and no hope of  rescue.  Mel 
must now make a choice:   give up on the trai l  and backtrack 
to f ind help,  or  fol low her attackers fur ther into the woods to 
take back what was stolen from her.   Armed with nothing but 
her wits,  her wil l  to sur vive,  and a hardened resolve bestowed 
upon her in her youth by her over-bearing father,  Mel  must 
f ind a way to push past  the physical  l imitations of  her body 
and persevere in the face of  over whelming odds.

SYNOPSIS



F A T A L  F U N N E L  F I L M S

Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms is  an I l l inois-based production company 
dedicated to the creation of  independent feature f i lms. 
Uti l iz ing the increasingly relevant accessibi l i ty  of  digital 
f i lmmak ing techniques and technologies,  Fatal  Funnel 
Fi lms seeks to push the boundaries of  f i lmmak ing in order 
to tel l  unique and dramatic stor ies that wil l  connect with 
audiences across the globe.

Fatal  Funnel  is  a  mil itar y breaching term, where a combat f i re 
team must enter into the danger zone through a door way to 
dominate the targeted room. The “fatal  funnel” is  the most 
dangerous aspect of  the breach,  where the f ire team must 
rely on their  faith in one another to take the plunge and 
cross the threshold together to complete the mission.

Fi lm is  the greatest  col laborative ar t  form there is,  where 
creative vis ion is  turned into real ity through the hard 
work of  many dedicated individuals  who share a passion 
for  stor ytel l ing.  Like breaching that door,  f i lmmak ing is  a 
team-based operation,  where creative and logist ical  minds 
must converge and col lectively take the plunge into the 
commitment of  great stor ytel l ing.  Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms aims to 
cross that threshold into the world of  thr i l l ing yet relatable 
drama,  to dominate the landscape of  independent f i lm,  and 
to fulf i l l  our inherent desire to pursue our passion through 
the creation of  ar t .

The journey is  yours to take,  just  across the breach.  Welcome 
to the threshold.

https://www.fatalfunnelfilms.com/


T H E  T E A M

Phil ip Plowden is  no stranger to the impor tance of  well- crafted imager y.  A graduate from Columbia 
College Chicago,  he co-produced the award-winning feature f i lm,  Chicago O vercoat ,  which received 
a domestic  premiere on Showtime.  Phi l ip continues to work on a var iety of  projects,  including 5 
seasons of  NBC ’s  Chicago P.D .  He is  a  member of  the Director ’s  Guild of  America and recently directed 
the award-winning shor t- length f i lm,  Cel lar  D o or .

P H I L I P  S .  P L O W D E N  ( D I R E C T O R  /  E X E C U T I V E  P R O D U C E R )

Devon Colwell  has made stor ytel l ing his  l i fe’s  work .   Graduating from UIC in 2012 with a BFA in 
f i lm,  he quick ly found extensive work in f i lm and television,  including credits  on The Wachowsk i ’s 
Jupiter  A scending  and 6 seasons of  NBC ’s  Chicago PD .   Look ing to tel l  stor ies of  his  own,  Devon co-
founded Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms with Phil ip Plowden,  where he wrote and produced the team’s award-
winning shor t  f i lm Cel lar  D o or ,  and was awarded 2nd place in the 2017 Scr iptapalooza Screenwrit ing 
competit ion for  his  or iginal  screenplay,  The Regulars .

D E V O N  C O L W E L L  ( W R I T E R  /  E X E C U T I V E  P R O D U C E R )

A 2014 graduate from Columbia College Chicago’s  f i lm program. Christ ian was hired as a scr ipt 
reader for  one of  Hollywood’s premier scr ipt  competit ions.  He then found work on The Wachowsk i ’s 
Netf l ix  or iginal  ser ies,  S ense8 .  In 2016,  he ser ved as the lead producer on the company ’s  award-
winning,  thr i l ler  shor t  f i lm,  Cel lar  D o or .  Christ ian recently f inished work as the Travel  Coordinator for 
the Steve McQueen heist  thr i l ler,  Widows .

C H R I S T I A N  C R O C K E R  ( P R O D U C E R )

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2416502/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm5427690/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cr2
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm8164986/?ref_=nv_sr_1


T H E  T E A M

After  f inding success in the theater world,  RoseMar y worked on feature f i lms such as:  Litt le  Fo ckers, 
Contagion ,  and The D i lemma—rising to become Production Coordinator for  network television shows 
including FOX’s,  Empire  and Amazon’s,  Patr iot .  In 2016,  she ser ved as Producer/Unit  Production 
Manager on the company ’s  award-winning,  thr i l ler  shor t  f i lm,  Cel lar  D o or .  Most recently,  she worked 
as the Production Coordinator on Steve McQueen’s  heist- drama,  Widows .

R O S E M A R Y  P R O D O N O V I C H  ( P R O D U C E R  /  L I N E  P R O D U C E R )

Christopher star ted his  career in photography and would later  transit ion to f i lm and television, 
work ing on his  f i rst  show, Burn Notice .  He then found work on large -scale projects such as:  Marley 
and Me,  D olphin Tale,  Alvin and the Chipmunks:  Chip -Wrecked,  Tomorrowland,  Chef,  A mericas  Most 
Wanted,  The Glades ,  and Graceland .  In 2014 Christopher was hired by rap mogul R ick Ross to co-
write the feature f i lm,  G ABOS .  He has s ince been work ing as an assistant to a producer on Dick Wolf ’s 
Chicago P.D .

C H R I S T O P H E R  G A N Z E  ( P R O D U C E R )

Darr yl  str ives to create visuals  that are specif ic  to each stor y -  al l  with a feel ing of  honesty and emotion. 
Darr yl  has worked in var ious Camera depar tment posit ions for  studio feature f i lms including,  Wanted, 
S ource Co de ,  and D ivergent .  He also worked as a Camera Operator on several  network television 
shows including,  NBC ’s  Chicago P.D. ,  Chicago Fire ,  and Chicago Just ice  as  well  as  FOX’s,  Empire  and 
APB .  In 2016,  he ser ved as the Director of  Photography for  Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms’ award-winning,  thr i l ler 
shor t  f i lm,  Cel lar  D o or .  Most recently,  Darr yl  worked as the “B” Camera Operator on The Chi .

D A R R Y L  M I L L E R  ( D I R E C T O R  O F  P H O T O G R A P H Y )

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3715010/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3537719/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0588173/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cr11


T H E  T E A M

Aaron Crippen’s  love for  stunt work and action f i lms began when he was a k id watching Lee Majors in 
The Fal l  Guy .  This  passion drove him to sharpen and build his  sk i l ls  as  an individual.  After  spending 
9 years as an Army Ranger,  work ing several  deployments overseas as a squad leader,  Aaron was able 
to hone his  sk i l ls  and f luidly transfer  them into the high-pressure s ituations of  stunt coordination. 
For the past  15 years,  his  experience has grown considerably while work ing on a var iety of  studio, 
independent and television projects,  both domestical ly  and abroad.  Shows such as The D ark K night, 
Sup erman:  Man of  Steel ,  and Transformers  have al lowed Aaron to create a high standard of  qual ity, 
pr ide and integrity with his  work .

A A R O N  C R I P P E N  ( S T U N T  C O O R D I N A T O R )

Michael  Thomas James (the T,  Signature Move) is  a  Chicago-based editor  cutt ing at  Per iscope Post 
& Audio.  Stemming from an education at  Columbia College Chicago and a background of  broadcast 
commercial  design and animation,  Michael  shif ted his  ar t ist ic  focus onto compell ing character-
dr iven narratives.  Michael  approaches each project  with a sense of  organization,  attention to detai l , 
and passion of  col laborative stor ytel l ing.  After  work ing on the editor ial-award-winning shor t  Cel lar 
D o or  with Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms,  Michael  is  thr i l led to be back creating with the Range Runners team. 

M I C H A E L  J A M E S  ( E D I T O R )

Cait l in grew up drawing the world around her and rearranging furniture with her mom. She graduated 
from Montana State University with a B.S.  in Fi lm and Photography.  There she fel l  in love with the 
al l - encompassing world of  Production Design.  Throughout the years in between work ing on shows 
such as Netf l ix ’s  S ense8  and Showtime’s  The Chi ,  she honed her sk i l ls  in woodwork ing,  graphic design 
and set  design.  She has shown those sk i l ls  off  on Fatal  Funnel ’s  shor t  f i lm Cel lar  D o or  and Ranger 
Runners. 

C A I T L I N  M A L D O N A D O  ( P R O D U C T I O N  D E S I G N E R )

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0187899/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4928439/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5243376/


T H E  T E A M

The Company has strong t ies with Periscope Post & Audio,  an al l - inclusive,  ful ly  bonded,  post-
production company based in Chicago that special izes in edit ing/color correction,  sound design, 
audio mixing,  and ADR voice - overs.  Per iscope has ser viced several  productions including,  FOX’s 
Empire  & New Gir l ,  CBS’ Person of  Interest ,  Chicago-based S outhside With You ,  and Fatal  Funnel  Fi lms’ 
indie -shor t  f i lm,  Cel lar  D o or .  (periscopepa.com)

P E R I S C O P E  P O S T  &  A U D I O  P O S T - P R O D U C T I O N

Founded in the late 1990s by Mick ie Pask al  and Jennifer  Rudnicke,  PR Casting has been a leader in 
the Chicago f i lm and theatre community for  the past  20 years.  Our casting strategy was a proactive 
and diverse one.  PR Casting lead the way by tapping into the bevvy of  local  talent in the Chicago 
f i lm,  television and theatre scenes to f ind our leading roles.  (prcasting.com)

P A S K A L  R U D N I C K E  C A S T I N G

http://www.prcasting.com/
http://www.periscopepa.com/
http://www.periscopepa.com/
http://www.prcasting.com/


T H E  C A S T

The youngest of  four chi ldren,  Celeste M.  Cooper was born and raised in Jol iet ,  I l l inois,  where 
her father was the warden of  Jol iet  Correctional  Center.  Celeste ran track for  over ten years 
before she ditched practice one day during her senior year of  high school  to audit ion for  the play 
You’re  A G o o d Man,  Charl ie  Brown .  Celeste went on to study acting at  Tennessee State University, 
fol lowed by DePaul  University The Theatre School,  where she received her MFA in Acting in 2012. 
In 2014,  Celeste received the “Most Promising Actress” award from the Black Theatre Al l iance 
Awards.  Since then,  Celeste has worked prol i f ical ly,  appearing both on stage and on f i lm.

C E L E S T E  M .  C O O P E R  A S  M E L

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4764329/?ref_=nv_sr_1


T H E  C A S T

Sean has been a professional  actor for  the past  20 years.  With roots in Chicago’s  theatre community, 
Sean has acted in ten feature f i lms and over thir ty shor t  f i lms,  including his  most recent award-
winning shor t  f i lm,  Ro ckabye ,  which he wrote,  produced,  and starred in.  Sean’s  television and 
f i lm credits  include Chicago Just ice  (NBC ),  Chicago Fire  (NBC ) and the Marc Forster  cr ime drama, 
Machine Gun Preacher .

S E A N  P A T R I C K  L E O N A R D  A S  W A Y L A N D

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3225015/?ref_=nv_sr_1


T H E  C A S T

Michael  is  a  Chicago-based actor and has appeared in numerous f i lm,  T V and theatr ical  productions 
across the nation.  He has starred in the ABC docu- drama ser ies,  In  an Instant  and per formed in 
reoccurr ing roles on NBC ’s  Chicago P.D.  and FOX’s Empire .  Michael  has also appeared Showtime’s 
Shameless  and the Blumhouse f i lm,  Sinister  2 .  He is  a  founding member of  Eclectic  Ful l  Contact 
Theatre and his  per formance in their  production of  The S eagul l  earned him a nomination for  a 
Jeff  Award.  Michael  also won himself  a  Jeff  Award for  the BoHo Theater ’s  production of  Cyrano .

M I C H A E L  B .  W O O D S  A S  J A R E D

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4556790/?ref_=nv_sr_3


T H E  C A S T

Tiffany Renee Johnson was born and raised on the South Side of  Chicago.  In 2007,  Tif fany was accepted 
into Howard University and its  Theatre Ar ts  program. She was recently in the productions of  Vanya 
with Rasak a Theatre,  Race  at  Next Act Theatre and Coming Home  with Erasing The Distance.  Tif fany has 
also been an actress in several  shor t  f i lms and commercials  and has had the honor of  recently landing 
roles on television including APB ,  Emb eds,  Chicago Fire ,  and Chicago P.D .

T I F F A N Y  R E N E E  J O H N S O N  A S  C H L O E

Chicago theatre credits  include the world premiere of  The Revel  ( The House Theatre) ,  A True Histor y  of 
the J ohnstown Flo o d  ( The Goodman Theatre) ,  D ead Man’s  Cel l  Phone,  Fal l  to  Ear th,  M izlansk y/Zi l insk y,  and 
O ne Flew O ver  the Cucko o’s  Nest  (Steppenwolf  Theatre,  Chicago,  London,  Broadway).  Television credits 
include D etroit  1-8-7  (ABC ),  Leverage  ( TNT ),  and recurr ing roles as “Dr.  Deidre Grant ” on Chicago Med 
(NBC ) and Empire  (FOX) as “ Theresa Clare”.  She has also been seen in Steven Soderbergh’s,  Contagion 
and was also featured in Resurrec t ing McGuinn(s)  as  “Dir.  Vince Gaffney.”

S A R A H  C H A R I P A R  A S  N A O M I

Carl  Clemons-Hopk ins is  an actor,  writer,  and producer.  Theatr ical  credits  include Hamilton,  Macb eth, 
Top do g/Underdo g,  Ragtime,  Time is  O n O ur  Side,  and R ichard I I I .  Fi lm and television credits  include,  The 
Chi ,  Canal  Street ,  and Chicago P.D.  Car l  recently released his  f i rst  book,  “ Ti jabab:  A Fable for  Grownups,” 
a  book about fear  and freedom.

C A R L  C L E M O N S - H O P K I N S  A S  H O W A R D

Mariah Sydnei  Gordon is  ful l  of  energy,  fun loving,  ar t iculate,  and has a big personality.  She has been 
acting since she was 4 and is  best  k nown for  her recurr ing co-star  role as “Andrea” in Showtime’s  drama 
ser ies,  The Chi .  She has also per formed in theatre productions across Chicago at  the Goodman Theatre, 
Theatre at  the Center,  The Grif f in Theatre,  and The Gif t  Theatre.  In addit ion to her love for  acting, 
Mariah enjoys s inging,  writ ing f ict ion,  par t icipating in spor ts  including:  basketbal l ,  soccer,  vol leybal l 
and track and f ield.

M A R I A H  S Y D N E I  G O R D O N  A S  Y O U N G  M E L

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4903689/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4083459/?ref_=rvi_nm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm9017739/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0152903/


S O U T H E R N  I L L I N O I S
Principal  Photography took place in Southern I l l inois  near Carbondale.  Var ious locations within the Shawnee 

National  Forest  offer  unique topographical  sett ings for  the stor y and were chosen by the Director.



Mariah Sydnei  Gordon as Young Mel.

Tif fany Renee Johnson as Chloe.

Carl  Clemons-Hopk ins as Howard.

P R O M O  S T I L L S



P R O M O  S T I L L S

Mel checks her surroundings while 
camping at  an isolated shelter.

While off-trai l ,  Mel  f inds a creek 
and ref i l ls  her water bladder. 

A tense confrontation,  Wayland 
intimidates Jared.



P R O M O  S T I L L S

Wayland and Jared hide out 
in the woods.

A determined Mel searches
the woods to take back what 
was stolen from her.

Mel  screams out in pain after 
a  dangerous encounter.



B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S



https://www.fatalfunnelfilms.com/

