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THE CAST

CELESTE M. COOPER as MEL

The youngest of four children, Celeste M. Cooper was born and raised in Joliet, lllinois, where
her father was the warden of Joliet Correctional Center. Celeste ran track for over ten years
before she ditched practice one day during her senior year of high school to audition for the play
You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown. Celeste went on to study acting at Tennessee State University,
followed by DePaul University The Theatre School, where she received her MFA in Acting in 2012.
In 2014, Celeste received the “Most Promising Actress” award from the Black Theatre Alliance
Awards. Since then, Celeste has worked prolifically, appearing both on stage and on film.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4764329/?ref_=nv_sr_1

THE CAST

SEAN PATRICK LEONARD as WAYLAND

Sean has beenaprofessional actor forthe past 20 years. With rootsin Chicago’s theatre community,
Sean has acted in ten feature films and over thirty short films, including his most recent award-
winning short film, Rockabye, which he wrote, produced, and starred in. Sean’s television and
film credits include Chicago Justice (NBC), Chicago Fire (NBC) and the Marc Forster crime drama,
Machine Gun Preacher.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3225015/?ref_=nv_sr_1

THE CAST

MICHAEL B. WOODS as ]ARED

MichaelisaChicago-basedactorand hasappearedin numerous film,TVand theatrical productions
across the nation. He has starred in the ABC docu-drama series, In an Instant and performed in
reoccurring roles on NBC’s Chicago P.D. and FOX’s Empire. Michael has also appeared Showtime’s
Shameless and the Blumhouse film, Sinister 2. He is a founding member of Eclectic Full Contact
Theatre and his performance in their production of The Seagull earned him a nomination for a
Jeff Award. Michael also won himself a Jeff Award for the BoHo Theater’s production of Cyrano.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4556790/?ref_=nv_sr_3

THE CAST

TIFFANY RENEE ]OHNSON As CHLOE

Tiffany Renee Johnson was born and raised on the South Side of Chicago. In 2007, Tiffany was accepted
into Howard University and its Theatre Arts program. She was recently in the productions of Vanya
with Rasaka Theatre, Race at Next Act Theatre and Coming Home with Erasing The Distance. Tiffany has
also been an actress in several short films and commercials and has had the honor of recently landing
roles on television including APB, Embeds, Chicago Fire, and Chicago P.D.

SARAH CHARIPAR as NAOMI

Chicago theatre credits include the world premiere of The Revel (The House Theatre), A True History of
the Johnstown Flood (The Goodman Theatre), Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Fall to Earth, Mizlansky/Zilinsky, and
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Steppenwolf Theatre, Chicago, London, Broadway). Television credits
include Detroit 1-8-7 (ABC), Leverage (TNT), and recurring roles as “Dr. Deidre Grant” on Chicago Med
(NBC) and Empire (FOX) as “Theresa Clare”. She has also been seen in Steven Soderbergh’s, Contagion
and was also featured in Resurrecting McGuinn(s) as “Dir. Vince Gaffney.”

CARL CLEMONS-HOPKINS as HOWARD

Carl Clemons-Hopkins is an actor, writer, and producer. Theatrical credits include Hamilton, Macbeth,
Topdog/Underdog, Ragtime, Time is On Our Side, and Richard Ill. Film and television credits include, The
Chi, Canal Street, and Chicago P.D. Carl recently released his first book, “Tijabab: A Fable for Grownups,”
a book about fear and freedom.

MARIAH SYDNEI GORDON as YOUNG MEL

Mariah Sydnei Gordon is full of energy, fun loving, articulate, and has a big personality. She has been
acting since she was 4 and is best known for her recurring co-star role as “Andrea” in Showtime’s drama
series, The Chi. She has also performed in theatre productions across Chicago at the Goodman Theatre,
Theatre at the Center, The Griffin Theatre, and The Gift Theatre. In addition to her love for acting,
Mariah enjoys singing, writing fiction, participating in sports including: basketball, soccer, volleyball
and track and field.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4903689/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4083459/?ref_=rvi_nm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm9017739/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0152903/

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

Principal Photography took place in Southern Illinois near Carbondale. Various locations within the Shawnee
National Forest offer unique topographical settings for the story and were chosen by the Director.
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