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Erroll is a man of few words and fewer friends. In retirement, isolating himself to one city block, Erroll spends 
his time managing his brownstone, dealing with one annoying tenant, and working on his personal project—a 
community garden just across the street. 

The garden is Erroll’s escape from his crumbling neighborhood—an oasis from the drug dealers and violence 
consuming his community. Erroll is perfectly contented spending the hot summer days within the garden’s fence 
with his beloved dog, Tito, trimming his rosebushes and sifting compost.

But things change one night while walking back from the bodeGa when Tito gets away from Erroll and is killed in 
the street.

Erroll slips into a severe depression—taking its toll on his mental health. Following Tito’s burial, Erroll goes on 
a bender. After days without sleep, compoundED by alcohol and grief, Erroll collapses on a discarded sofa on his 
block and is awoken by gunshots. In the darkness, Erroll witnesses a familiar gangster shoot a young man, place 
him in the trunk of his car, and drive off into the night. 

Erroll goes against his better judgment and calls the police on a payphone. Later, from his apartment window, 
Erroll sees the Shooter burying the dead boy in the garden. After a confrontation, Erroll accidentally kills the 
shooter with his shovel. In a panic, Erroll makes a decision to bury both bodies—changing his life for the worse. 

The next morning, the police are at Erroll’s door with questions and shortly thereafter the owner of the 
community garden lot informs Erroll that she’s sold the property to a developer.

Soon the memories of a mysterious dead boy begin haunting him and along with the cops on his tail and the evitable 
excavation of the garden, Erroll’s mind and his guilt take over as he fights to fix the damage he’s created.

As a series of events bring Erroll straight to the gang members looking for revenge, Erroll is left wondering if he 
can ever beat the demons of his past and the horrors of his present. 
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“I’ve been seeing ghosts—
And, I don’t have anyone to tell.”



EMOTIVE
STORYTELLING.

 WHAT IS CERTIAN? 
   WHAT IS REAL?

The cinematography is important IN THAT IT’s OUR 
GUIDE, taking us through Our hero’s journey. We must 
be invested in Erroll, trusting him as he leads us 
down an excruciating PATH through the realm of the 
hallucinatory. 

The photography will be in cold slates—greens 
and grays—the palate of despair. We’ll see Erroll’s 
world through his eyes and only gradually will it 
occur to us that we are experiencing everything 
through his filter.

The film will be tightly framed throughout and THE 
CAMERA WILL BE CENTERED AT eye-level, creating a 
closed-off and tense environment. We’ll see the 
world the hero perceIVES—AS a potentially 
unreliable narrator—which are rooted in 
nostalgia and grief. Our goal is to tap into a person’s 
psyche in order to challenge the viewer to unravel 
the narrative just outside of the frame. 



CINEMATOGRAPHY 
that INSPIRE US

What “Dirty Hands” really wants to do is to evoke the feeling of a psychological 
state in the audience. We are intended to feel what the Erroll feels. We’ll take 
inspiration from SOme of the greats like John Alcott, Harris Savides, 
Thomas Townend, AND Tak Fujimoto.



PRODUCTION DESIGN 

Our production design will be influenced by the photography of Deana Lawson. Lawson meets her subjects in everyday walks of life: grocery stores, subway trains, and the busy 
avenues in Bedstuy, Brooklyn. Her work has been included in exhibitions at the Whitney Museum of American Art, Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), Art Institute of Chicago Museum, 
Institute of Contemporary Art in Philadelphia, Brooklyn Museum of Art, MoMA PS1 in Long Island City. Lawson is the recipient of the Guggenheim Fellowship.

Other influences will include Nan Goldin, Larry Clark, and William Eggleston—MonumentalizING everyday subject matter. Raw and unfiltered.

Taking inspiration from THE photography of Deana Lawson



MUSIC 

Pi’erre Bourne is known for producing the singles ‘Magnolia’ by Playboi Carti, 
and ‘Gummo’ by 6ix9ine, which peaked at number 12 on the US Billboard Hot 100.

He’s produced songs for 21 Savage, Trippie Redd, Rich the Kid, Lil Yachty, Famous 
DeX, and Lil Uzi Vert. BOURNE ALSO produced Travis Scott’s single ‘Watch’ which 
features Kanye West and Lil Uzi Vert. 

Additionally, Bourne produced Playboi Carti’s album “Die Lit” AND ASSISTED ON 
Kanye West’s new album Ye.

Pi’erre Bourne’s involvement with DIRTY HANDS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT—
NOT ONLY WILL BOURNE PLAY A PIVOTAL CHARACTER BUT His MUSIC WILL BE PROMINENTLY 
FEATURED THROUGHOUT THE FILM. 

BOURNE’S MUSIC WILL BE USED diegetically—IN CARS, IN STORES, ON THE TV, AND heard by 
the characters—HIS MUSIC WILL BE THE BACKBONE OF OUR fictional setting.

PI ERRE BOURNE’ ARTIST / PRODUCER  / ACtor



The opposite of diegetic or source music is the SCORE, which is music heard by the 
audience, intended to highlight the action, but is not to be understood as part of 
the “reality” of our fictional setting. Our Score will be an ode to score in Kubrick’s 
The Shining. It will be chilling AND hauntological—making your skin crawl. 

We will be teaming up with a non-profit New York City-based symphony orchestra. 
ORCHESTRA AMADEUS’ mission is to bring people together through classical music 
and to raise money and awareness for victims of tragedy, injustice, and oppression. 
They collaborate with other non-profits and the proceeds from their concerts go 
directly to those organizations — MAKING social change through classical music.

THE BUDGET FOR THE FILM’S SCORE WILL GO DIRECTLY TO A NEW YORK CHARITABLE CAUSE.

Conductor Joseph Jones has been organizing benefit concerts since 2010. 
He has given benefits in support of such causes as the Haiti earthquake 
victims, Boston Marathon bombing, SANDY HOOK VICTIMS, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 
GUN VIOLENCE, and THE earthquake IN NEPAL.

Mr. Jones was awarded fellowships to the Aspen Music Festival and 
Allentown Symphony, and studied conducting and composition at the 
Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore.

Orchestra 
Amadeus

Joseph Jones
Founder and Artistic Director



TRAVIS BURGESS

Dirty Hands will be writer/director Travis Burgess’ FEATURE directorial debut. 
HE HAS A TRACK RECORD OF PRODUCING award-winning feature films, documentarIES, 
COMMERICALs, AND AN ANIMATED web series.

DEATH METAL ANGOLA first gained attention when it screened at Doc NYC—New 
York’s premier documentary festivaL—in 2013. Death Metal Angola was acquired 
by The Vladar Company and had its theatrical release in New York & Los Angeles.

His second feature, THE PREPPIE CONNECTION, was released by IFC Films in 
2016 to impressive sales numbers and overwhelmingly positive audience 
reception. The film has remained in the top charts on VOD since its 
release and continues to generate strong revenues. 

PREVIOUSLY, Burgess was the associate producer on CliffsNotes Films, an 
interactive series of animated short films based on the CliffsNotes study guides. 
CliffsNotes Films was produced by Mark Burnett and AOL with Wiley Publishing. 
The series was nominated for Best Animated Web Series and Best Interactive 
Social Media Experience at IAWTV Awards and Best Branded Entertainment at The 
Streamy’s 2012.

BUrgess studied film production with an emphisis in directing at the Academy of 
Arts University in San Francisco and Michigan State University.

WRITER/DIRECTOR



WE WILL BE HIRING >50% WOMEN IN significant roles IN ALL STAGES OF THE PRODUCTION.

We Recognize that increasing the number of WOMEN—particularly individuals from other under-represented groups—
strengthens our team and fosterS new creative perspectives. It’s our focus to interview and hire under-represented 
professionals for all off-screen positions. 

We will make all reasonable efforts to fill those positions with qualified and available WOMEN, people of color, and 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender or Queer candidates—ultimately giving rise to greater diversity off-screen and on, 
and building community.

Inclusion Statement



THANK YOU 

FOR INVESTOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
TRAVIS BURGESS  -  TRAVIS@AMERICAN-BRAVADO.COM
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