General information

Film Name Enlgish: Lazy Guy 
Film Name Native: Lijenština
Film length: Feature (83 min)
Color: Color
Genre: Drama
Country of Production: Montenegro
Technical Specifications: 2K Resolution, 5.1 Surround Sound, 23.976 FPS, DCP
Director: Aleksa Stefan Radunović
Writer: Aleksa Stefan Radunović
Producer: Andisheh Namvari
Budget: 14,300 EU


Director Bio

Aleksa Stefan Radunović was born in Orense, Spain on July 17, 1992, the son of Barbara Berest, an American radio and television producer of Ukranian-Colombian descent, and Saša Radunović, a professional basketball player from Montenegro. In 2000, Radunović moved with his parents and younger sister permanently to Montenegro. 

During the 2007 financial crisis his family lost everything. Radunović gave up studying digital animation in the US and enrolled in the Economics program at the University of Montenegro. An excellent, he nevertheless dropped out after two semesters, unable to put his heart into the subject. Over the next year he began giving English classes to make money. 

In 2013, the family borrowed money to get Radunović into a digital animation program in Serbia. After one year he formed a freelancer group in Belgrade and started earning money in the field. When project money dried up, he was forced to return to Montenegro before finishing his degree. He continued to study animation on his own. 

In 2016, the Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity (ISGP), a non-profit working to raise capacity in groups and individuals towards social development, invited Radunović to apply for its Film for Social Transformation course. 
Radunović applied, and was among the 18 participants selected from around the globe to attend. 

Held in Italy, the course was led by the award-winning Iranian filmmaker, Mohsen Makhmalbaf. A script written by Radunović was among those selected for production. Under Makhmalbaf’s mentorship, and with ongoing financial support from ISGP, Radunović ‘s first film project, Lazy Guy (Lijenština), began.

Synopsis

A young man named Miloš, separated from his wife, is forbidden to see his child because he is unable to pay alimony. He tries to find a job in order to be re-united with his baby boy. On his path he faces obstacles such as his own pride, apathy, corruption, and the economic conditions of his country.


Director's notes

Lazy Guy is a look at the life of many youth and their families in Montenegro's capital city, Podgorica. Through the story of a young man struggling to find a job, the film attempts to show the culture, economic conditions of the country and how the normalization of corruption and dishonesty has led to despair and apathy.“Lazy Guy” (Lijneština) refers to the stereotyping of Montenegrins as lazy people. Through the experience of the main character, fighting against chronic hardship and disillusionment, in an environment knowing little prosperity, we should come to see the error of the label.


Production notes

Pre-production
The script was written during the Film for Social Transformation Course held in Acuto, Italy organized by the Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity (ISGP) in collaboration with Mr. Mohsen Makhmalbaf. The aim of the course was to learn how to make films which bring positive social change to society.

The budget for the film was granted by ISGP in the amount of €7,000 which included €4,000 for production, €3,000 for post-production, and airplane tickets for the film crew who were also participants of the course. The equipmentused to shoot the film was provided on loan also by ISGP.
Pre-production lasted from late November 2016 to January 23, 2017. The initial plan was for production to start at the beginning of October but for personal and financial reasons the director had to postpone the launch.

All of the actors chosen for the film were amateurs with no previous acting experience except two – the main character's father (Sejfo Seferovic) and wife (Milica Scepanovic). All went through training with the director two weeks before shooting but none of the scenes were rehearsed.

Production
The six-member film crew consisted of the director (Aleksa Stefan Radunović), producer (Andisheh Namvari), director of photography (Galen Humber), lights technician (Kyle Schmalenberg), sound technician (Ivan Mihoci), and the set designer (Ilija Vujošević). The sound technician was present for half of the shooting. In his absence, the lights technician replaced him.

The gear (camera, lights, microphones, etc.) was held back at Israeli customs for security reasons. As a result, another camera owned by one of the crew members was used for the first 12 days of shooting.

All of the locations except for one were provided free of charge by residents of Podgorica. Their support made it possible to finish the film.

The film was shot in 24 days including rest days, from January 24 to February 24.

Scheduling the shooting was extremely difficult as it had to be adjusted to the availability of the actors, most of whom had full-time jobs.

This made planning almost impossible as the schedule would change every 2-3 days.


Budget
The total production cost for the film was €14,300.



Cast and Credits

Written and Directed by 
Aleksa Stefan Radunović

Produced by 
Andisheh Namvari


Associate Producers 
Barbara Berest
Saša Radunović
Lucy Berest

Starring          
Miloš Bulatović  -  Savo Šćepanović
Jelena  -  Milica Šćepanović 
Miloš’s mother  -  Tatijana Marinović
Vaso/Miloš’s father  -  Sejfo Seferović
Vuk  -  Vuk Sandić        
Owner of cafe  -  Saša Radunović
Waiter  -  Veljko Tošković        
Saša  -  Ilija Redžić

Director of Photography 
Galen Humber

Music by
Gavrilo Radunović

Editor 
Dejan Urosević

Sound Design 
Ivan Mihoci
Vladan Koki Korac

Dialogue editor
Viktor Grabar

Foley artist
Siniša Krneta

Set design 
Ilija Vujošević

Sound Recording
Kyle Schmalenberg     
Ivan Mihoci

Assistant Editor 
Stevo Kalanj

Online Editor
Nikola Grubić

Color and DCP Mastering
Goran Todorić
