GENRE: Noir Fiction.

TIME PERIOD: New Orleans 1954

STRUCTURE: Four acts. 
ACT I
"Life with Mildred"

The opening pages of CASSIDY'S GIRL establish Cassidy as an angry bus driver anti-hero who scowls at his passengers who "don't know what real trouble is."  The viewers are encourged to identify with him as a vetran, tough guy, hero and can escape into his persona. Parrallel to his glory days piloting a B-29 over Germany, he brings his bus/ship into safe haven, the depot, against the odds.  New Orleans 1954 is a fetid urban landscape in decay, a skid row on the fringes of society. At the depot, the TV plays McCarthy at the H.U.A.C. hearings, brutally crucifying a young hapless witness.  Cassidy relishes a communist getting shafted.  He then runs into the rain, and hops a street-car home.

Cassidy comes home to a drunk Mildred, his wife for four years.  Now the viewer is enticed to identify with Cassidy as a husband, a boyfriend, a red hot lover, a jilted cuckhold. And Mildred, she's an enigma, a sexy firehouse of a woman who will be controlled by no man. Their usual M.O. is to fight, break dishes, smash furniture or anything handy, and follow up with physical confrontation climaxing in mutually satisfying rough sex.  Not tonight.  Cassidy forgot Mildred's birthday, so she isn't in the mood.  He forces himself on her after a short scuffle.  Mildred clatters away from the apartment angry and Cassidy hates himself for what happened. He rummages around and finds his old scrapbook, describing his past victories on the football field, at college studies, as captain of the B-29.  He revisits his downfall after the crash of his high profile post-war commercial passanger plane, and we feel the downward spiral full of run-ins with the law, cheap rooms, and nights of whiskey and bar-room fights.  Finally he recants meeting Mildred, his new job as bus driver and Mildred's continued drunken indiscretions at the local bar.

Cassidy is in a nightmare.  In order to gain sympathy and compassion, he plays the opposite of down-trodden and hysterical.  He is collected, plotting, methodical, and cunning.  He knows he will live through this too.  His objective is to find catharsis; to find his relief valve.  Mildred, and their sex play, parlay his usual frustration.  Tonight, Mildred says "No."  This triggers a reverse action.  An inward retrospective that he attempts to use as a replacement for his sexuality.

Tonight, Cassidy guzzles drinks like a dry well and runs into the crying rain of his urban nightmare.  On his way to find Mildred, he gets into a fore-shadowing fight with two fish workers. By the time he gets to the bar,  Mildred has ensconced herself in the arms of Haney Kenrick, an overweight traveling salesman with a penchant for shiny shoes, cheap suits, and ten cent cigars.  Cassidy's usual gang of friends greet him: Shealy, a Tom Waits kind of drop out-poet, Pauline, a trailer trash troublemaker, her three-time loser boyfriend Spann, and a new girl Doris, a young blond hottie drinking like a fish.  After a few rounds of trying to out-sleaze each other Cassidy finally embarrasses Mildred into inciting a bar-fight riot with Kenrick.  After Kenrick seems to beat Cassidy, Cassidy returns for a flourish sending Kenrick to the doctor.  Both pass out.

ACT II

"Doris"

A bucket of cold water splashes himn awake and into a final round with Mildred.  He returns to the bar alone, and pounds drinks at with the only remaining patron, Doris.  The two leave together.  Cassidy wakes up the next day laying on the floor besides her bed.  Nothing happened. Cassidy gets up first, starts coffee, and finds a book on curing alcoholism.  Doris starts her day by pounding down a bottle of whiskey. Cassidy smashes the bottle in a fit of jealous rage, triggering Doris to tell her past.  She inadvertently killed her family some years ago when she was smoking in bed, and now the only way she can find peace is to drink.  Cassidy falls in love with her during the story, and the two make love, sobbing in each other's conforting arms.

In an animal show of power Cassidy and Mildred spar with each other, using jealousy, rage, and sexual prowess as weapons against each other.  Cassidy is then compelled to show off as "the man."  The vulgar display of power wins Mildred back, but Cassidy is not through.  He wants to "one-up" Mildred, so he sends her home.   He easily picks up Doris, whose truly sad story filled with emotional trauma enables Cassidy to take her home.  The two find a connection. Loss: they each caused death, and they followed the terror by a cycle of self-destruction, haunted by the deed. They turn to each other to find healing, and the pull is dynamic, irrepressable.  Cassidy's relationship with Mildred provides his cathartic release, but does nothing to heal his deeper anxiety over the airplane crash.  He only finds this peace with Doris.  He believes it to be love.  He then sets out to cure her, seeing only her cycle of alcoholism as the root of his pathos.  He wants to play the savoir for her, the chivalrous Knight in shining armour. The truth is he wants to bury his own guilt over the plane crash by "saving" someone else, and not digging deeper into his own trauma, or dealing with it adequately.  Thus, he uses her.
Cassidy leaves for work, humming a tune. He stop to see his friend Shealy at work, who realizes Cassidy wants validation and acceptance of this new love.  Shealy won't go for it, and extols Cassidy to see the forest through the trees, or in this case, the troth of pig shit he lies in. After the confrontation, Cassidy walks to work, but Kenrick hurls a brick in his direction, just nearly missing him.  Then dodging another bullet, he fights off Mildred who begs him to come back home.  Cassidy tells her he wants a divorce so he can marry Doris.  She spits in his eye, "You'll be back".
Shealy sees the world in glorious black and white.  He penetrates reality, and finds the "truth."  Of course, it's only "his" truth, but in this story, his insights are dead-on.

Finally Cassidy gets to work where the TV spouts more McCarthy. The bus makes a picture perfect trip to Baton Rouge, as all the passengers enjoy a nice warm, dry day in the sun.  After work, Cassidy returns to his apartment, which Mildred, after tossing his clothes into the Mississippi river, has abandoned.  Cassidy then journeys back to Lundy's. On his way, he's attacked by three pipe carrying thugs.  He wins the fight. Haney Kenrick had hired them.  Pissed off beyond belief, he storms into Lundy's, tells Pauline to "fade" and forces Spann to give up Kenrick's address.  Cassidy finds the whore house on Esplanade, where a fine young cochie, who also hates Kenrick, gives him the room number.  Kenrick lays crying on his bed begging for a beating when Cassidy finds him.  Kenrick is too pathetic to fight, so after Kenrick tells his story of misery at Mildred's hands and heels. Cassidy leaves satisfied Kenrick won't bother him anymore.  Then, Cassidy goes home to Doris. She's been drinking again and more soul searching, promises, and sex sessions occur in the boudoir.

ACT III

"Because of Haney Kenrick"

The next day, Cassidy goes to work again, but this time it's Kenrick who boards his bus.  Reluctantly, Cassidy allows him to get on.  Today, traffic is miserable and a storm approaches.  Kenrick smokes cigars, and drinks from his flask as Cassidy's bus dodges sports cars and out-of-control trucks.  Kenrick begs Cassidy to return to Mildred so she can kick him out, "crawling on the floor."  He describes Mildred's anger at Cassidy, and finally offers him cash money to go back to her so she can dump him once and for all.

The bus now travels treacherous back roads, as the rains fall again, making the mud and gravel tough driving.  Kenrick, now a drunk bitter pathetic letch, smashes into Cassidy and forces the bus's front door open.  Kenrick's flask crashes down on Cassidy's skull, knocking him unconscious, his head laying helplessly on the steering wheel as the bus charges over the top of a rickety bridge, headed out of control.  The river beneath surges wildly. Rain pummels the Bus. Kenrick desperately tries to pull Cassidy from the controls, but the she skids up on two wheels, careening off the side of the bridge, as the two are thrown from the flying machine.  She slams into the mud basin beside the bridge.  All the passengers are trapped.  The gas tank explodes, and the bus becomes a fireball, killing everyone inside.

Kenrick panics and reralizes what he has done.  Finding another bottle of whiskey in his coat, he props Cassidy's passed-out head back, and pours the booze inside and all over him.

The camera becomes Cassidy's eye point for the next  few scenes.  He awakens to find himself facing the dark gray sky as a sea of faces watch him cough back to life.  A disgusted doctor makes a blood test on the spot.  Cassidy is taken away from the scene.  Led down a hallway full of cops, Cassidy learns Kenrick framed him: Cassidy was supposedly the one drinking (all the way from New Orleans).  Cassidy lunges at Kenrick.  The cops tear him away, then suddenly he charges into the Lieutenant's empty office, and escapes by smashing through a window.

The cops send out the bloodhounds.  His only chance is of escape is to risk crossing the mighty Mississippi.  Nearly being beaten by the undertow, the camera returns to detached perspective.  Cassidy remembers Mildred, Doris, the exploding bus, and his days as a flyer.  Coming up for air, he feels a surge of relief and determination to survive.

The Police can't find Cassidy on the river.  He hides in some underbrush as the patrol boats pass, and slip into the setting sun.  Cassidy slips into a dream where Mildred acts as the Justice of the Peace marrying Cassidy and Doris.  Except this time, Mildred pulls a shotgun and blows Doris away.  Cassidy wakes up, and leaves the river, following a state road to Chester's roadhouse, and then jumps inside a parked produce truck.  The truck gets him past police barracades and back to New Orleans, where he makes his way to Doris' apartment.  As he sits in the bathtub, his memories return to haunt him again. Shealy busts in, scaring the shit out of him.  After an argument, Shealy agrees to bring Doris to a boat he's arranged for Cassidy's escape out of the country.  This boat is a freighter headed to South Africa, where Cassidy could begin his life over again.  The Captain of the freighter agrees to let Cassidy board. Cassidy fantasizes about this new life with Doris, once more a successful pilot. The story could end here, as a simple three act, but no. Suddenly, a woman's steps approach his door.  Doris? No. Mildred.  They argue, and when Cassidy asks her to bring Doris, she clobbers him with an ashtray.  
ACT IV

"The Moment of Truth"

Cassidy wakes up in the empty apartment above Lundy's bar.  Pauline, Spann, and Shealy discuss his fate while they drink heavily.  Pauline describes in detail why Shealy messed up his friend by not bringing Doris to the boat.  She goes on about how Cassidy always deserved better, and eventually admits her love for him.  She then finds herself alone in the room with Cassidy.  They talk.  Rain falls outside the stained windows.  She touches his thigh.  Wham!  In walks Mildred with stomping on her mind.  She boots Pauline out of the room.  She seduces Cassidy, by performing a kind of strip tease, as she convinces him to abandon these other girls.  She succeeds and the two wind up in the throes of wanton sex. Doris walks in on them, but is too drunk to care.

Later, Cassidy finds himself alone, totally conflicted about his feelings and unsure of his next move.  He decides to blow off everyone and make a run for it alone, so he darts out the back without being seen. He looks inside a small window because he hears some commotion inside the back room of the bar.  He sees Mildred and his friends holding court over Kenrick, begging him to confess.  When words won't work, Mildred pulls a knife.  Kenrick grabs the blade.  Cassidy charges in, reversing the action of his escape from the cops, throwing him back into his life, a hero again. He grabs the knife from Kenrick and with the help of his friends, he forces Kenrick to confess to the cops over the phone.  He then takes a good hard look at Mildred, and then realizes, at the end of the day, they really do love each other and it hits him that they are meant to be together.  Happily everafter. Sort of. First, the DA must clear him of DUI, vehicular homicide, escape from custody, assalt on law enforcement officers, damage to public property, attempted emmigration fraud.
