THE CALIPHATE CUBS – FILM TREATMENT
Logline: Based on real events. A group of school children are captured by Isis and must escape a terrorist training camp before being indoctrinated into suicide bombers…
Treatment
The screenplay offers a new perspective on the rise of terrorism and one of history's darkest moments; taking all the facts and crafting them into a story that will inspire, astound, and haunt you long after you've experienced it.
Act 1
The story begins in Syria in 2015. Isis, the militant Islamic fundamentalist group are moving into Damascus, seizing buildings to station their troops, spreading propaganda against the President, capturing young boys to turn into soldiers and kidnapping girls to sell as sex slaves to arms dealers and human traffickers. 
Tariq, the innocent, fifteen-year-old protagonist of the story runs a family shop while his mother goes to work and his sister Aisha and autistic brother Yusef attend school. His mother, a nurse wishes to sell up, leave war torn Syria and take her children to Europe to escape the bombings and the threat of an Isis invasion. However, Tariq, still grieving the death of his father, who was shot while protesting against the regime, wishes to stay in Damascus to honor the family business and his father’s legacy. He refuses to move away and let her sell their home.
Act 2
But when Yusef, Tariq’s autistic brother is attacked by a gang of children who have been influenced by Isis and a car bomb explodes outside the shop his mother is forced to sell their home for a tenth of it’s worth - to raise money to migrate to Europe. Matters are compounded when Isis enter Damascus, take over the local school and kidnap children including: Aisha, Yusef and Tariq’s friends. Tariq’s mother’s only choice is sell up and pay Isis to release her children. Tariq and his best friend Mehmoud take $10,000 dollars to the terrorists and beg for the children’s release. But, Tariq and Mehmoud are also captured and along with the other children are taken through an underground cave system to a hidden Isis training camp.
Act 3
The Isis training camp for children is every bit as macabre as you would expect. It is run by ‘The Evil General’ and his teenage Lieutenant called Ali and two teenage henchmen called Malik and Sami. They train, bully, victimize and brainwash the children and give lessons in beheading, shooting rifles, un-armed combat and how to perform suicide bombings. 
“They taught me how to hold the sword, and they told me how to hit. They told me it was the head of the infidels,” the boy, renamed Yahya by his Islamic State captors, recalled in an interview with The Associated Press when he fled after escaping the IS training camp.”
Worse still, some of the girls captured are given to IS loyalists as sex slaves while the boys are forced to convert to Islam and turned into jihadi extremist fighters as part of a concerted effort by the terrorists to grow their army.
“The group is recruiting teens and children, using cash, gifts, intimidation and brainwashing. As a result, children have been plunged into the group’s atrocities. Young boys are turned into executioners, shooting captives in the head. Videos are made showing a child involved in a beheading: a boy who appeared younger than 13 decapitating a Syrian army captain. Kids have also been used as suicide bombers.” {Associated Press}
Act 4
Despite the brainwashing and intense training Tariq, Mehmoud, Yusef and their friend Zahid hatch a plan to escape. While the camp sleeps, they rescue the girls and using stolen tools break out through the barbed fence, build a raft and float down a river to safety. But it’s too late for the children who have been ‘converted’ - and some are tragically killed.
Act 5
Their troubles are not over. Re-entering Damascus they find their homes have been bombed and their parents, forced to evacuate Damascus, are littered across refugee camps on the Northern Border. 
Miraculously, Tariq, Mehmoud, and his brother and sister (with the help of the Free Syrian Army) track down their mother at a decrepit, poverty-stricken refugee camp.  Now together, with just the clothes on their backs and a few thousand dollars left from the sale of their home they embark on a final perilous journey to Europe. The journey is made hazardous by being forced to pay dangerous smugglers the little money they have left. The smugglers take them across oceans in small boats and stow them away in trucks in order to illegally cross checkpoints. On their journey Tariq’s best friend Mehmoud dies trying to save a small child. They come close to starvation, are shot at and experience racial discrimination. Finally and resolutely, they are faced with the life or death situation of crossing the English Channel in a tiny lightweight dinghy. Will they survive?...................Will they reach the promised land?...............
Structure:
120 pages adopting the ‘Save The Cat’ method of screenwriting. 
Tone, Genre, Audience and Key Character Arcs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]12 or 15 Age Certificate. Written in a style akin to “The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas” in that one of history's darkest moments is viewed through the innocent perspective of children and in a manner similar to “Schindler’s List” we are reminded, through dramatic cinematography of our social and humanitarian responsibilities. 
Character arcs are inspired by “The Lord Of The Flies” and deal with the psychology of young innocent boys dealing with life threatening situations; how their characters transform and the loss of innocence. Tariq represents The Ego, Mehmoud the Super Ego and Zahid the Id. The Isis training camp symbolizes Hell on earth, their escape to England from Damascus is a metaphorical and ironic interpretation of the ‘journey to the promised land’.
Central Themes and Motifs
Friendship, family, overcoming evil, hatred, sacrifice, identity, loss of innocence, religion hatred, war, terrorism, racial prejudice and poverty.




