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LOGLINE

In a post-apocalyptic Cape Town, a group of people being pursued
by a vicious, relentless hunter must make their way to a safe haven
at all costs.

SYNOPSIS

Cape Town has no more water. The city was warned of the day that
this would happen, ominously referring to it as Day Zero. That was
ten years ago. Maggie, Ash and Shaun are survivors in a world run
by factions and ravaged by gangs.

On a routine supply run they encounter Nico, an old adversary who
wants to infiltrate the safe haven they've made for themselves, with
one of the last water sources - called the Oasis.



OUR STORY

The idea for Day Zero came about as Cape Town was dealing with a
very real drought, the worst it's seen in decades. We imagined a world
where the water ran out, and society collapsed. We set out to build
this world, using genre to define a new story with universal appeal.
Not something easy to do on an indie film budget right?

Add to this the fact that we're super indie, with an indie budget, and
it's a much tougher endeavour. We produced Day Zero on virtually no
budget, shot it on a mobile phone, borrowed props from family and
asked friends to be crew members in our guerrilla-style indie film.

We knew that the only way to make this a story worth telling would be
to take the rich world we've built, conceive a believable situation and
localise it to a specific character and a very personal story. In doing
so, Day Zero tackles themes of toxic masculinity, human desperation
and the banality of a plausible post-apocalyptic world.

There are many doors being opened and closed in the South African
film industry and after many were closed on us we decided it was
time to make our own door.




Nicola Duddy as Maggie

Nicola is a Cape Town based performer with a variety of experience in
acting, MC'ing and radio. Her true passion lies in acting for TV, film and
theatre. Her goal is to play an active role in the growing local film and TV
market in a bid to see it go from strength to strength.

Nicola plays Maggie, a strong, intelligent woman. Maggie is resourceful,
quick on her feet, and thinks of the group before she considers herself.
She is kind-hearted but can be ruthless if necessary.

Megan Alexander as Ash

Day Zero is the second film Megan has worked on with us, the first being
Detour. It's safe to say we make a good team. She's in the early stages of
her career, having joined the industry in 2015 and starred in a few short
films and TV ads since then. She has huge ambitions to create her own
content in future and act full time. Megan currently lives in China, fulfilling
another dream, but will return home ready for the next project.

Megan plays Ash, a hot-headed person who often lets her emotion take
over. Ash is not strong physically but makes up for it in confidence. Ash
never backs down from a challenge and often makes rash decisions.



Brad Roman as Shaun

Brad has been apart of some amazing productions including Backstage
and Suidooster. He's also appeared in a number of commercials for
well-known brands in South Africa. Theatre and TV presenting has been a
large part of his impressive body of work over the years too.

Brad plays Shaun, a man of few words. Shaun is all business and almost
always calm, but can speak up if someone or something pisses him off.
Shaun is all about the mission, and his experience has made him quite
sceptical about a lot of things.

Caelan Curry as Nico

Playing Nico in Day Zero was Caelan’s first film role with dialogue. He'd
done other smaller non-speaking roles in a few commercials, TV shows
and feature films. He studied chemistry at university and currently works in
web development, but after discovering a love for acting, he feels like it's
what he wants to work towards most of all.

Caelan plays Nico, a mysterious man with a calm demeanour but
dangerous intentions. He has an eeriness about him that is creepy at first;
however, he can be charming if he talks long enough. He is playful, but
dangerously so, with no shame and no remorse.



DIRECTOR, Stephen Nagel

I'm a micro-budget, independent filmmaker from Cape Town, South Africa. Day Zero started from a need.
A need to create. I've done my fair share of pitches, and experienced my fair share of closed doors. |
refuse to give up, and that's' how we developed our mantra for this project: "Make your own door, and
open it". Considering how real the water crisis felt to Capetonians, | understood that there was real
concern and tapped into this to connect with audiences. When the world ends, it ends for all of us,
doesn'tit?

Day Zero looks at the mundane nature of a plausible post-apocalyptic world, as climate change continues
to impact us. To make the story appealing and the characters relatable, | wanted to take this a step further
and tackle themes of toxic masculinity, gender-based violence and human desperation, ideas that are
central to the conflict in the film.

As a Capetonian, | was poised to tell this story. I've been collecting my own shower water and flushing my
toilet with a bucket for over a year. My team has been busy with this film for 8 months. It takes a level of
grit and relentlessness to get a completely independent project off the ground; to keep showing up week
in and week out. We did this because we had something to say about the water crisis and the human
condition, and used parts of our lived experiences to express that. I'm forever grateful to my team.

The style of low-budget filmmaking here borrows from the raw style of the earlier practical horror work of
James Wan while the recent mobile filmmaking of Steven Soderbergh has been an inspiration too. In
addition, Jean-Marc Vallée's naturalistic approach to filmmaking is not only creative, but also very
appealing to a no-budget filmmaker. Films like The Road inspired the format of the film, with the core story
being a journey, in a vulnerable state, with a constant threat.

Having shot a few micro-budget short films in the past, | was prepared for a fluid workflow, planning
contingencies for challenges that are bound to spring up. I'm very collaborative, and enjoy the use of
natural light, while encouraging improvisation from actors. My goal was always to lean in to the organic
moments and let the details of this world be shaped by how things in the real world around us were
developing.




SCREENWRITER, Dean Ravell

Born and bred in Cape Town, it has always been my passion to tell stories close to home. Day
Zero was an opportunity for us to tell a story about a real issue affecting our daily lives, but
with our own creative spin. When developing the story we looked at themes of revenge,
desperation and the human condition and set it in a post apocalyptic world ten years after
Day Zero.

Having studied screenwriting, | always appreciated the artform. My goal has always been to
write a story worth telling and although I'd written scripts in the past, Day Zero was always
going to be on another level. It had to be. It is a rich story with layered characters that have a
complex history. We adapted the script continuously to ensure the strong adult themes were
communicated well, and kept an open and collaborative approach to the dialogue. I am so
honoured to have my name on this project.

PRODUCER, Haniefa Mooideen

I'm a creative first and foremost. Humans are my canvas of choice. I've had the pleasure of
working as a makeup artist and stylist for TV and film over the years and being part of a
creative collaboration is why | enjoy what | do and why | was drawn to Day Zero.

This project gave me free reign creatively as nothing was off the table. Creating each
character's style and executing it for screen is a huge passion of mine and this film allowed
me to do that and so much more. Being a producer on Day Zero was an experience | will
always remember but it would not have been possible without the collaboration of the
beautiful individuals who all had a hand in bringing it to life.
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CONNECT WITH US

Like Us on Facebook:

facebook.com/dayzerofilm/

Follow Us on Twitter:

twitter.com/dayzerofilm/

Find Us on Instagram:

instagram.com/dayzerofilm/

Download Stills and Teaser Posters:

Click here while connected to the internet to Download

Watch and Share Our Trailer:

Day Zero Teaser Trailer



https://www.facebook.com/dayzerofilm/
https://twitter.com/DayZeroFilm
https://www.instagram.com/dayzerofilm/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7zbh34p998m70px/AADx5I3FyRuysBI_jq9vFpsGa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5h-QKN9vJUI

