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From the age of thirteen Shay Cleary has held a secret. On the night of her parents’ break-up a meteor had hit the acres of fields that spanned her back yard. On the outskirts of university town Oxford, there was no other household near this ground-shaking disturbance in the English countryside. While her parents were arguing Shay went out to the meteor’s impact zone to discover what had fallen out: an opening, no bigger than an i-pad. She put her hand into it and pulled out golden sand. She never told her dad about the THE PORTAL that had opened in their back yard. She made a camp of the space, using all her knowledge from camping with her father as a child. She was determined to protect her discovery as she grew older. Her dad always thought that the hole created by the meteor was her private place. A place from when Shay’s mother left them. A place where Shay seemed to have a sense of peace and joy. Little did he know that it was anything but. Shay looked after the portal because she felt it was her responsibility. It opened sporadically, approximately once a month, at sunset, then closed at dawn. It kept growing bigger over the years. Bugs came through. Giant birds came through. There were creatures that came through that Shay didn’t even recognise, but she caught them using her evolving survival skills and she sent them back through the portal to wherever they came from. It seemed like the portal opened to a new place every time and Shay’s accepted responsibility to protect earth from everything that comes through it. Having kept the secret for so long, Shay was embracing the fact that this portal may never go away. Plus, it may become a bigger problem given how big it was getting. She wanted to finally tell her dad about it, but then he passes away. Now Shay is alone. On the night of her father’s funeral all she wants to do is lay down and cry. But then the portal opens.
Things happen for a reason, or so the saying goes. Shay lays across a lounger that’s by the portal and she drifts in and out of sleep as tears run down her face. A few shadows come out of the portal and they’re certainly not birds or bugs this time. They approach Shay and startle her. She’s scared as she discovers that she is surrounded by five giant rock-formed figures. “Gargoyles?” she whispers and then one of them talks back. Shay concludes that she must be dreaming, but as she converses with them she gets to know them, talking all night. The next morning Shay wakes to see the gargoyles all in their stone form and the portal shut. She returns there that night and the gargoyles are awake. She wasn’t dreaming after all.
As the story develops Shay befriends the gargoyles and they explain that they came through the portal by accident. They say that they want to get back to their planet, but there’s no way of knowing if or when the portal will ever take them there. Shay reads up on gargoyles and talks to their leader, Adonis. They conclude that there is no way of telling whether the gargoyles’ planet is a part of earth’s solar system, or a part of another galaxy or dimension entirely. Adonis promises Shay that the gargoyles would help her protect earth in return for her kindness and refuge. The gargoyles also go through the portal to the other side, testing what’s out there while ultimately looking for home. Eventually Shay enters the portal too. With other planets supposedly at play however, she’s careful to take precautions, making sure that a gargoyle goes through first just in case there isn’t air to breathe wherever the portal may take them.
Shay’s father had left her his entire estate, meaning that at nineteen years old Shay is in control of a chain of coffee shops. She’s all set financially, but reminds herself that she’s fortunate to have the gargoyles. If another species came through, violent and alien, she wouldn’t know what to do. She decides to take combat classes and learn how to fight. We watch as she develops as a reluctant defender of earth. Each adventure breeds anything from danger to discovery. 

Shay Cleary grew up with model parents. Her relationship with her father was all about outdoor activities, camping and exploring the Oxfordshire hills. Terry was head of a chain of coffee shops and Shay’s mum Elizabeth was a hero, in Shay’s eyes. Everything a woman should be and then some, until the night she left. Shay learned to adapt and has embraced looking after herself and taking responsibility for the portal that she had discovered in her family’s giant back yard. Her story deals with emotional conflict with regard to her parents. Growth. Responsibility. Adapting to adversity and having the courage to grow as a woman. When she first put her hand through the portal she discovered sand, the kind of golden sand that you would expect to find in a hot desert. But as months and years went by she barely went close to the portal, keeping a safe distance to capture or return whatever came through onto earth. Sometimes nothing came through, but then, after having watched over the portal for years, on the night of her father’s funeral she meets Adonis and the rest of the gargoyles. Adonis and his clan had no idea what they had walked through to make it onto earth, but they were grateful. Their planet was in ruins and they were happy to find a friend in Shay. Adonis’ mission now is to return his clan to their home planet and rebuild from anything that may be left. He has always led his clan, but on earth he finds himself to be extra protective. He feels like he owes Shay everything for not shunning the gargoyles upon their initial arrival. He becomes a father figure to her and she embraces the gargoyles as a family, building a trust in them that was broken when her parents split up back when she was thirteen. 
Other characters in the first season of this story include the rest of the gargoyles, Shay’s parents, Shay’s friends, Shay’s wannabe boyfriend and the various entities that come through the portal onto planet earth. Or vice versa, whom or whatever Shay discovers when she eventually goes through the portal herself. After the introduction of the gargoyles the show is heavily story-of-the-week. The gargoyles overall story for season one focusses on them trying to get home, but as they go through the portal into different worlds, threats increase and sure enough, the same entity that decimated their own planet now targets earth too. There is a clear narrative of Shay’s development as a person; how she deals with life’s daily human challenges, running her father’s business and how she evolves as a defender of earth. Shay doesn’t trust anyone with her secret, but she finds comfort in the bond that’s continuously growing with the gargoyles. The family she never had. The portal is getting bigger and so with each season the threats increase. The humans in Shay’s life question her behaviour and much later there’s government intrusion and the story continues showing the audience Shay’s growth from a teenager crying after her late dad to a woman fighting for her right to be the keeper of the portal. 
What I want to put on screen with this television show is the unique blend of adventure and discovery alongside relationships, trust and many other human issues that the audience can relate with. Parents argue, check. Mum leaves, check. Dad dives into work while you dive into your passion, check and check. It just so happens that your passion turns out to be camping in your back yard and protecting the world from whatever comes through The Portal. With the adventures Shay and the gargoyles embark on week after week, this is a procedural sci-fi teen drama. There’s tension balanced by comedy and there’s action resulting in escape or relief. The overall idea is to get the audience to be on Shay’s side through everything she has to deal with, whether that be a portal problem or something more human. The opportunities are there to use elements of the past, mythology and science to put together a thought-provoking new show. My idea for ‘The Portal’ has blossomed from shows such as ‘Buffy The Vampire Slayer,’ ‘Dark Angel,’ and what was once a cartoon; ‘Where On Earth Is Carmen San Diego.’ ‘The Portal’ will introduce new characters and a depth to the protagonist that perhaps hasn’t been there with the heroes from these other shows. I intend for the show to have a global appeal because I would write stories that touched on cultural and historical reference from all over the world, entertaining the audience so much that they always come back for more.
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I have been writing since I was a child. Sometimes it was a Ninja Turtles story, sometimes Power Rangers and other times I enjoyed playing with Hot Wheels cars and imagining stories on my play mat. I continued writing as I got older, poetry mostly. I took great influence from E.E. Cummings and later Ed Burroughs, the gent that wrote Tarzan’s relationship with Jane. Then I wrote wrestling stories and opinion pieces such as articles on sports, movie reviews and so on. Most of these can be found posted online (links are above). In recent years I have written a 458-page romance novel, five children’s books (all unpublished) and three pilots for new television shows. This being the third. In the meantime, I have created a logo for my previous secondary school, worked a few non-creative jobs to live off and if I haven’t been writing in my spare time, I have been developing other creative skills. Pencil sketches, drawing portraits and superheroes. Using Adobe Photoshop and PicSay Pro to digitise and enhance images. I’ve also used Final Cut Pro to edit videos for fun. I find the practice keeps me fresh on the software and my creativity keeps developing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have always felt I have so much to give, specifically with creative writing. I watch a lot of television and film. I enjoy the concept of writing a series that has a new adventure or a new problem every week. While ‘The Portal’ has great influence from Buffy, Max and Carmen, my ideas behind structure and themes come from a classic in the form of Sherlock Holmes and a television show that’s been running almost twenty years; ‘Law and Order Special Victims Unit.’ A new mystery every week, a new challenge, all the while there’s character development and vast obstacles coming from all angles. 
Within the television industry I would jump at the opportunity of joining a writing team. For the experience and for the challenge of making sure my voice is heard. Mark Guggenheim who works on CW’s ‘Arrow’ is particularly a favourite writer of mine because of the work he had done previously with Marvel. He worked on Wolverine and Punisher comics, both of which I am an avid fan. I’ve found it interesting to watch a show like Arrow and interpret where “that’s a Guggenheim idea.” I also find it amazing that a co-worker of Mark’s is Greg Berlanti; a writer that’s been a part of CW’s DC shows for years and yet he’s written such a heartfelt story for the movie ‘Love, Simon.’ I am confident that I too can become an established writer that has such storytelling capabilities. 
I am determined to make a success of myself. I hope to win a commission and I strive to have the opportunity to enhance my craft and learn about being a writer within the entertainment industry. Ultimately, I aspire to become a Showrunner and be on a show’s credits under ‘Created by,’ ‘Written by’ and ‘Producer.’ I look forward to the challenges of having input over house décor, costume, props and even the colour of the gargoyles’ skin. 
At the University of Greenwich my course covered numerous writing platforms including stage and screenplay. I also learned about Video Production, Editing, Business, Marketing, Communications and Project Management. I have continued to hone my skills and write characters and stories ever since finishing my time in education. Today I live off being a Librarian. But one sweet day, I want to live as an established Writer.
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