Description

Brooklyn, Inshallah follows three Americans: an Arab Lutheran pastor running for NYC Council, Muslim activist Linda Sarsour, and young community organizer, Abeer Qawwas.

We embark on the team’s journey as they attempt to make history. Arabs have lived in New York City for 100 plus years, but not one has ever aspired to run for office. And in the last elections, only 250 out of 40,000 Arabs voted. Democracy is not working for this genuinely American community in Brooklyn. How can they change that? How can they get a chance to tell their American story?

In the beginning of the film, the campaign is nothing more than a grand idea loosely grounded in reality. But idealism is not enough. The candidate and his team take to the streets to create alliances with Muslims, Christians and Jews.

The camera gets access to the inner core of the campaign, and is able to document up close the Islamophobia that many Arabs face. The local election is as prone to scandals and madness as a national election. But things change when the social democrats join the cause and suddenly, 200 young volunteers emerge onto the streets, ready to knock on doors.

In the quieter moments, we hear the backstories and what has brought these three unalike characters together. The Christian candidate started the first Arab speaking church on the East Coast. His story surprises. As an innocent and earnest 19-year-old Theology student in Bethlehem, he was arrested, imprisoned and tortured by Israeli soldiers.

Linda Sarsour is the controversial, Brooklyn-born Palestinian who rose to prominence as one of the three organizers and keynote speakers at the Women’s March on Washington. We see her facing down death threats, and being demonized as a terrorist. Sarsour embodies the tension: how can this community speak out against all the forces organized to silence them?

We follow Abeer, a young Muslim woman, as she leads the campaign’s laborious groundwork. She has a personal stake in Rev. El-Yateem’s campaign: her father was deported after 9-11 by the NYPD’s entrapment campaign that flagrantly violated human rights. America waged a war with Iraq and Afghanistan but before that, they tore the heart out of the Arab American community of Bay Ridge. Through her story, we explore what 9-11 has meant for this community.

On election day, we experience hope and optimism. More Arabs surge to the polls than ever before. But polling booths have translators in Spanish and Mandarin, not Arabic. Many voters are unable to vote due to a lack of language. Arabic translators are kicked out from the voting sites. Is the fix in?  

Regardless of who wins or loses, the campaign has changed Bay Ridge forever. It has given this Bay Ridge community permission to speak up, to speak out, to claim that they are not Arabs, they are not Muslims, they are not terrorists and they are not national threats, that they are defiantly and proudly American and that their story has to be told, as it is, finally, in Brooklyn, Inshallah.
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	Production finance
	
	$15,000.00
	
	
	

	
	
	Post-Production finance
	
	$97,000.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	
	$132,500.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PRODUCTION
	
	Quantity
	Amount
	Rate
	Subtotal

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Shoot, DP
	
	50
	days
	$200.00
	$10,000.00

	
	
	Shoot, Sound
	
	30
	days
	$150.00
	$4,500.00

	
	
	Field Drives and Cards
	
	
	allow
	
	$500.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	$15,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	POST PRODUCTION
	
	Quantity
	Amount
	Rate
	Subtotal

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Editor
	
	20
	weeks
	$2,000.00
	$40,000.00

	
	
	Assistant Editor
	
	10
	weeks
	$1,200.00
	$12,000.00

	
	
	Digital storage
	
	4
	drives
	$280.00
	$1,120.00

	
	
	Transcribing
	
	
	allow
	
	$6,000.00

	
	
	Color Correction
	
	30
	hours
	$350.00
	$10,500.00

	
	
	Sound Mix
	
	40
	hours
	$300.00
	$12,000.00

	
	
	Music Score
	
	
	allow
	
	$16,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	$97,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	INSURANCE AND LEGAL
	
	Quantity
	Amount
	Rate
	Subtotal

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Production Insurance
	
	
	
	
	$5,500.00

	
	
	E&O
	
	
	
	
	$5,000.00

	
	
	Legal
	
	
	
	
	$5,000.00

	
	
	Accounting
	
	
	
	
	$2,000.00

	
	
	Faire Use Opinion
	
	
	
	
	$1,500.00

	
	
	Title Clearance & Opinion
	
	
	
	
	$1,500.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	$20,500.00
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