GIFT & FRIENDSHIP
by Hau Nguyen



EXT. CAMPUS COFFEE SHOP - DAY 1

NATHAN (20), college student, does his homework outside. H's
friend, STEVEN, goes out, a water bottle on one hand and a
coffee cup on the other, gives the water to NATHAN

STEVEN
Hey, you need this?

NATHAN

(Appr eci at es)
Oh yeah, thanks STEVEN

STEVEN
"1l be right back.

Phone VI BRATES. NATHAN pi cks up the phone. It is a group
text from Tracy.

TRACY (V. Q)
(Excited)
Hey guys! So ny birthday is gonna
be at six tonmorrow night. Can you
guys cone? It gonna be soo nuch
fun! xkisses & party enoji*

NATHAN cl ears the nmessage. Reveal s | ock screen picture of a
group of friends. Tracy is the girl on the right side.

TRACY ( CONT’ D)
And guys, don’t forget the gift!

A heavy heartbeat suddenly strikes NATHAN
NATHAN anxi ously stares at bl ank space.

NATHAN (V. Q)
(Low voi ce, Worried)
|’ ve been through this before.
Al ways an ordeal. Never been easy.

A rapid succession of the faces in the |ockscreen with
conpl ai ni ng VO CEOVERS:. "Do you even know how to pick a
gi ft, NATHAN?", "Ugh! So...D sappointed","It’s |ike you
don’t know us at all NATHAN " *G oanx

STEVEN
(interrupts)
*@oan* | can't wait for Tracy’s
bi rt hday tonorrow.
(beat)
What chu gonna get ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

NATHAN
(Yells at bl ank space)
Not now STEVEN

NATHAN gets up, zips his backpack. He wal ks fiercely towards
hi s bi ke.

NATHAN (V. Q)
Ch man, what should I get now?

NATHAN ki cks the bi ke stand, turns the pedal, rings the
bel I .

EXT. STREET - DAY 2

Hits the pedestrian cross button. The button starts counting
down "wait...wait...wait.."

NATHAN ( CONT’ D)
(pondering)
Man, | really need to fix this!
What should | get? What should |-

A gasp of realization on NATHAN s face. "...wait, go, start
crossing - C non go!”

Stopl i ght turns green.

CUT TO
| NT. ROOM - DAY 3
Door knob turns. NATHAN enters. Phone DI ALI NG

| NTERCUT with a girl on her phone. Both face each ot her,
sprint their conversation.

ALl CE
What do you want ?
NATHAN
Alice! It’s me NATHAN
ALl CE
What do you want ?
NATHAN
Look, I'"'mreally having a hard tine
and | need your help. Do you have a

m nut e?

Alice clips her phone on her shoul der and conti nues what she
was doi ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ALI CE ( CONT’ D)
I"mliterally in the mddle of
sonet hi ng ri ght now.

NATHAN
Cool, could you help ne find
sonething for Tracy?

ALI CE
* & oan* Ugh, Not now Nat han!
(beat)

1’1l call you back |later, Bye!

NATHAN ( CONT’ D)
Wi t -

Al'i ce hangs up. NATHAN | ooks at his phone.
NATHAN
(Di sappoi nt ed)

Dangit.
NATHAN rushes to his | aptop, He opens Tracy facebook.
W see a post where Tracy wants her friends to organize a
road trip, we also see there is a picture of a bracelet that
Tracy wants to get. Nathan stares at the post, hesitates.

CUT TO

EXT. CAMPUS - DAY 4
Bot h hands holding a gift bag, NATHAN anxi ously stares at
Tracy, she is 100 feet away, sits outside a coffee table,
does her honeworKk.
| nsi de Nat han’ s head:

NATHAN (V. Q)

(Excit ed)
Hey Tracy. Here’ s your birthday
gift
TRACY (V. Q)

(Not Excited)
But ny birthday is not until
t onor r ow

NATHAN (V. Q)
But | thought you like surprises?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

TRACY (V. Q)

( Conpl ani nQg)
No! Who told you that?

(beat)
And is this the sane bracel et that
| posted on Facebook? | already got
that! Way are you getting ne
anot her one? *G oan* Are you
facebook stal king nme? You re such a
creep, Nat han!

A flashback to Nathan’s | ock screen picture. "Do you even
know how to pick a gift Nathan?", "So di sappointed!"

Nat han | ooks |i ke he’s al nost faint because of the pressure
that he brings to hinself. A quick glance at Tracy.

CUT TO
BLACK SCREEN 5
Voi cenai | tone *Beep*
NATHAN (V. Q)
Hell o, this is Nathan WI son.
Pl ease | eave ne a nessage and ||
get back to you ASAP.
A DAY PASSES.
TRACY (V. Q)
(concer ned)
Hey Nat han, just calling to make
sure that you're fine. Were have
you been? | didn't see you at the
party yesterday. Anyway, can you
call nme back when you get this.
Bye!
CUT TO
EXT. HOUSE - DAWN 6

Tracy opens the door, there is no one, she | ooks down. There
is a gift bag under her feet, Tracy picks it up. Inside
there’s a piece of paper:" Friendship isn't about who gives
you the best gift. It’s about who spends the best tine with
you." She turns to the back of the paper "Road trip?"

Car honks. Tracy startles, her face lights up with a big
smle. Excited as she sees her friends, she waves to the
car. Nathan cones out of the car, he smles at her. Tracy
sees and sni |l es NATHAN, NATHAN smni | es back.

CUT TO BLACK
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