The Introspect

Treatment:

Inspired by a true story, The Introspect is a feature expose that comes out of the African American experience. This story follows the life of Asher Green who becomes separated at birth from his biological family. Adopted away to a single mother in the late ‘60’s he is bound and sworn to secrecy early on of his real birth. This story is skillfully told simultaneously through two timelines of both his biological and adopted family, their adventures and adversities over the passage of time using three different stylized approaches of storytelling touching in the beginning on the existential with Asher as a youth, surreal experiences during adolescence and his coming of age and modern realism towards the latter half of the story. Two epic stories within a story that comes to an unlikely ending.

 Asher struggles throughout his life amidst insurmountable odds. He is precocious and questions everything even to his own detriment. Growing up during the early ‘80’s in gangland L.A. he attempts to navigate through the snares and trappings of the inner-city and after his first rough encounter he decides to join a gang. This need for a connection is brought on by the lack of not having a protector, an older brother or even a father to keep him safe from danger. He pairs up with a neighborhood gang member named T-bone aka Jonnie Maxwell and after a lesson from the school of hard-knocks he abandons the gang to save his own skin. 
Meanwhile, unbeknownst to Asher on the other side of town in Pasadena, CA lives his biological mother, Rena Mae and siblings Edna, Ray, Arthur, Lonzia, Lillie, Robert, Betty, Barbara, Andre, Georgia and Melody who are all facing their challenges ranging from gun violence, drug addiction, domestic violence, under-aged pregnancy, dope-dealing and death. Despite the enormity of challenges Rena Mae single-handedly rears them to the best of her ability while establishing their first family-owned diner called, “The Little Red Hen”. This becomes the meeting spot for patrons, unsavory characters and family alike.  While this major success gives an affront to the families outstanding challenges and delima’s, the eldest sister Georgia is killed due to domestic violence from her jealous boyfriend, Arthur unexpectedly dies due to an undiagnosed condition, Edna and Andre become addicts and Lillie faces a near death experience due to her involvement in the drug world. 
By this time Asher has gone on to college and joins a fraternity all for the same reasons he joined the gang during his childhood- for want of family, siblings, a connection to identity, something communal that is greater than himself. During this time he develops an affinity  for his fraternity Brothers’ Cipriano, Ed, Shawki, Keith, and Bill. They too experience trials and tribulations as renegade students trying to deal with the cost of living, their big brothers and the ultimate confrontation with the police.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over time Asher develops an incessant desire to learn about his biological family. Following college he goes through a profound psychological experience at his first job working with a patient in a locked psychiatric facility.  Following this he is further compelled, and in a bizarre twist of fate following he begins to work feverishly for the very system that separated him at birth. As a social worker he operates in a clandestine fashion in order to locate his biological family while at the same time he learns the harsh realities of the system. Inspired by a foster child named “Marvin”, he reflects back on his childhood and sees himself.  He briefly travels to Africa where he again sees himself. Years pass and technology has caught up with his desires to contact his family. An unusual birthday gift is given to him by his girlfriend Deborah who wants to see his ultimate happiness. DNA testing has become an absolute force to re-align man and nature and after 48 years of longing he receives a message that changes his life forever. 
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