PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

SYNOPSIS

In an effort to reduce the alarmingly high numbers of homeless in Anchorage, Samuel Johns, an Athabascan hip-hop artist, activist and community advocate, has taken an unconventional approach by establishing a Facebook group for displaced persons and their loved ones called the Forget Me Not
(FMN) Facebook group in June 2015. The group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/forgetmenotak/: (now over 24,000 members)’s primary purpose: connecting the homeless of Anchorage with their families in rural Alaska.

This is the first time an Alaska Native has used social media to help eradicate homelessness due in a large part to mass exodus from villages where abuse and suicide are all pervasive. His work as a fledgling advocate has grown to where he is traveling the state and nation as a speaker and performer. We follow him up the remote Kuskokwim River to speak with some of Alaska’s most vulnerable impoverished and hopeless communities, as well as Outside Alaska including Standing Rock where he works on a national platform for the first time- and to Washington, DC and many other cities where he speaks of the power of sobriety and hope as an antidote to suicide and cultural demise. 

He is growing, stumbling along the way (such as when he sent someone home who had been ostracized by his village for his conduct). CNN and the FBI have profiled and lauded him for his work.
Sam is an imperfect hero, a flawed young man working hard to create changes as a sober artist and family man driven to make a difference. He is young (just 30) and has at times spoken with no notes and spun himself in circles losing his audience due to lack of focus and repetition-and gone back to the drawing board to improve. He has suffered unimaginable losses in the 24 months we have been following him- deaths among his extended family from heroin and alcohol, his mother facing breast cancer, his immediate adoption of an orphaned relative, and so much more. 

Yet he persists. He make take breathers- but he doesn't back down. He has a sense of humor. He adores his family. He offers so much hope to the young people in impoverished Alaskan villages he visits. We have witnessed the adoring attention teenaged boys give him when he raps, and speaks about what it means to be a native man in today's world. We have also seen him with stars in his eyes because CNN has come up to profile him, and we have seen him struggle with his "instant fame" which takes him away from his family obligations and causes tension on the home front. He is real. You can feel this when you spend time with him, or see him in person. 

We love him, and our viewers will as well. We have a written agreement with Sam to tell his story, and we have the endorsement and support of his Forget Me Not board of directors as well as the Alaska Native Heritage Center.

Just to give you an idea of what we're pulling from. in addition to following Sam up the river speaking to high school kids living in rural villages, we have footage of Sam with his buddies practicing rap, of him performing rap, hanging with his friends and family, protesting in local Standing Rock protest, before and after he travels to North Dakota, speaking at events here in Alaska, performing at our homeless shelter, taking someone to the airport to go home and footage of when he arrives, going home for the first time and being filled with the emotions that brings up, and spearheading the first ever “Honoring our Mothers” banquet which was a huge success. Behind all this is the amazing backdrop of Alaska which never disappoints with it’s wild grandeur.
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