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0. 30  When you say cycling, people think of riding a normal bicycle. But that's completely different.
I'm trying to promote a new word – velomobile. To ride a velomobile is totally different from riding a bicycle.
0.55 - What is this?
I've always comforted that it's easier down, just pushing

 I did’nt know very well. This is someone… no canoe, because this goes on earth.

01.29  I've stopped flying completely. I will never fly again.
I sold my car in October, 2009.


I haven't regretted a single second.
One of the best decisions I made was to get rid of the car.[00:01:34]

I was always close to nature. [00:01:54]


When I was a child I lived together with my parents in a forest cabin. [00:01:59]

Seven kilometers from the nearest neighbor, without electricity, without running water.[00:02:05]

02.45 There is a great risk that we, within a few decades, pass a point from where there is no return. Where the so-called feedback mechanisms[00:02:22] in the climate system become so strong that they take over and instead accelerate the emission of greenhouse gases.[00:02:33]


And we'll have a runaway climate change that can't be reversed.

It's a huge issue. Such a gigantic issue. [00:02:38]We can't ignore it.

It affects the lives of everyone on this planet.


03.35 My first ride with the velomobile was on November 8, 2013, down in Nyköping. It was so cool. I said “I need to have one of these.”

In the beginning of 2014 I ordered mine.[00:03:18]

04.04 We have to change our way of life. Everyone has to. We're not going to make it otherwise. We won't survive.

Time is running out quickly. That's why I work with climate issues now.[00:04:32] It's one of the reasons I got rid of my car.


04.43 Where are you heading?

To Paris. I'm serious. I'm going to Paris. And back again.


Is it powered by solar panels?

No, it's a regular bicycle. [00:04:08]It's called a velomobile.

Really?
04.51  What is it, an electric car on solar panels or what is it?
  No, it's just a bicycle.
It is also called a velomobile.

05.16  Hi, there! Hello!
How's it going?

I'm just sitting here cruising along.
Where did you come from?
From the Royal Institute of Technology.

What a cute car!

I participated and met people.[00:05:09]


Listened to them and got to know them. And above all I showed that it's very possible to cycle down to Paris, and to do so quite quickly. 

I started on November 8th and I arrived in Paris on December 1st. I met quite a lot of people down there.[00:05:34]

06.09 That was also the goal. To do the journey, to show that it's possible. That was most important. And to meet people along the way.[00:05:44] I've met hundreds of people.
Don’t check it when you are driving!
I like it! Maybe to make a few kilometers?
You can go to Scandinavia with it![00:07:34]
I want to use it in Paris, because to many cars!
They had closed off a city block where they demonstrated various alternative technologies. I rode around and people loved it. I was approached with questions constantly.[00:08:00]

08.38 How do we stop climate change? Its impact  will be far worse than terrorism. Yet, we talk about terrorism all the time but largely ignore the climate issues.


08.55 I'm not saying it's wrong to discuss terrorism, and to prevent it from happening.


But we need to talk much more about the climate.[00:08:38]

Because it threatens not only a part of the world population, but everyone of us.

Let's pretend that we can't see the velomobile parked down there. Tell me. What is a velomobile?[00:10:30]

Basically, it's a bicycle that's been enclosed in a shell. Then you get a velomobile.

[00:11:10][In Finnish]
"I had to test such  bike in a casе. I didn´t remember how it is called now.

Velomobile

[00:11:32]In 2016 I rode my velomobile almost 8,500 kilometers. I saved almost one metric ton of emissions.

It was really fun! It was a little hard in the beginning, but I managed after a while.


[00:11:46]It felt very fast. 57 km/h!


[00:11:53][In Finnish]
Tell me, how does it feel?

"It was a positive surprise. First, it was much easier to drive than I imagined. The driving position is really comfortable. But what was the most exciting - the thrill of the speed. It can be accelerated!
- Accelerates.
- Yes.
- Did you look at the speed counter?
No, no, it was so exciting so I did not to look.

[00:12:30]The Swedish goal is to make 50% of our electricity renewable by 2020. We're at 52-53% today,
Renewable fuel for the transportation sector – 10%. [00:12:39]I think we're at 18%. 

We have to dare to set aggressive targets.


Sometimes you set a goal thinking its impossible to achieve but after a while you realize “It's possible!”

[00:12:50]And there were officials that were against it. “It can't be done. It's impossible. We're going to look like fools.”


13.14  What is the Prime Minister saying suddenly? That we have to focus on the year 2030. It's fantastic. It's just an example of what a difference it makes when you set a goal.

13.37 I've sold my cars, my two cars. I replaced them with two velomobiles. I went from 1,500 kilograms per vehicle to 35 kilograms, which I think is really cool.


[00:13:51]If it's a short distance, it's possible to ride your velomobile to work in the wintertime. 

14.21  Since there are two wheels in the back you get good traction which makes going uphill easy. It helps when you go downhill too.[00:14:05]

14.30  Your feet are cold. What shoes are you wearing?

I'm wearing summer shoes!

14.35 If  they develop it further and make it easily accessible I think it could really be something.

If there are good cycle paths it's possible to commute to work.

14.48 You have to be aware of that you can't cycle very far in the wintertime.
What's special about the Arctic region is the problem with snow banks along the road.

14.58  I've cycled 10 kilometers in minus 27 degrees Celcius and it's no problem. It's warm in there. It's much warmer to ride in a velomobile than on a regular bicycle.



[00:14:46]It's a pure pleasure. It's fun. That's the thing about the velomobile. It's great fun.


15.17 Tarja, my partner, also has a velomobile. We're thinking about taking a longer trip together.

[00:14:59]How far is it from Juoksengi to Hamburg?

It's just 130 kilometers.

15.32  And people can't understand it. “What are you saying? Don't you mean 1,300 kilometers?”

No, I mean 130 kilometers from Juoksengi to Hamburg.

15.43  First I'll cycle from Juoksengi to Ulitorneo. Then I take the train down to Helsinki, Finland.

Then I cycle 10 kilometers to the ferry which takes me to Travemunde, Germany. From there I cycle to Hamburg. All in all just 130 kilometers.

16.03 You can never compensate emissions. You can't remove them.

16.09  But you can choose to reduce your emissions as much as possible. So maybe you have no choice but to use a normal car for certain parts of your journey. Because, unfortunately, sometimes you're forced to use fossil fuels.

But when when you've reached the end of that part, perhaps you can consider an alternative solution.

16.25 There's a lot you can do. You can skip that trip to Thailand, for example. It's equivalent to driving a car for a very long time.

[00:16:19]

16.43 In general, people have this idea that if they just sort their garbage it's somehow enough. And they think they've solved the problem. 
16.56  The solution is not sorting garbage. It's not even to expand wind and solar power. 
17.01 The most important is to reduce CO2 emissions, and to do it drastically and quickly. That is the most important thing we can do. 
17.11  The solution isn't your vacation trip. There has to be a political solution. We have to make decisions together and change the entire system.

