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Synopsis	and	details	of	the	film	
•  1984,When	the	Sun	didn’t	Rise	
•  Dura@on-	57	minutes	
•  Produc@on	Country-	India	
•  High	Defini@on	
		
•  Aspect	Ra@o	16:9	
•  Link	to	the	trailer-	hRps://vimeo.com/196537351	

•  Languages-	Punjabi,	Hindi	with	English	Sub@tles	
•  First	release		
•  Synopsis		
•  The	film	is	a	narra@ve	of	three	Sikh	women	in	the	Widows	Colony	who	lost	their	men	in	State	

planned	killings	when	around	2733	Sikhs	in	Delhi	and	around	30,000	were	killed	all	over	India	in	
three	days	a[er	the	assassina@on	of	Prime	Minister	Indira	Gandhi	on	October	31,	1984.	

	 	The	film	depicts	the	journey	of	these	women	on	nego@a@ng	with	memories	of	 	the	past	as	
they	s@ll	baRle	challenges	of	the	present	@mes.	The	socio-poli@cal	 	@mes	are	visited	through	the	
memories	of	the	women.	



Details	of	the	film	
•  Awards	Received	
•  	Screening	in	upcoming	Jagran	Film	fesBval	in	Mumbai.	
•  The	film	received	the	"Best	Documentary	Feature	by	an	Emerging	Filmmaker"	held	on	March	18,	2017	in	Washington	DC	Asia	Pacific	Film	fesBval.	
•  		
•  Premiere	in	Indian	Documentary	and	Short	film	fes@val,	Kerala	IDSFFK-	Compe@@on	Documentary	on	June	18,	2017.	
•  		
•  Recipient	of	Asian	Network	Documentary	Fund		
•  (AND)	Fund	in	BUSAN	InternaBonal	Film	fesBval	in	2015.	
•  Upcoming	Screening	in	Jagran	Film	fesBval,	Mumbai.	
•  		
•  Selected	in	Work	in	progress	Lab,	
•  	DOC	WOK,	DOCLEIPZIG,	Germany	2014.	
•  		
•  Selected	for	pitching	in	DOCEDGE	Kolkata,	2012	
•  www.whenthesundidntrise.wordpress.com	
•  		
•  Facebook	page-		
•  hRps://www.facebook.com/whenthesundidntrise/	
•  hRp://www.jamuura.com/blog/priya-naresh-teenaa-kaur-talk-about-their-docus-and-fund/	
•  		
•  ProducBon	House-Green	Earth	Pictures	
•  Producer,	Director-	Teenaa	Kaur	
•  		
•  www.greenearthpictures.in	
•  		
•  teenaakaur@gmail.com	
•  +919920359512	
		



India	Today	Magazine	writes	about	the	film	
	1984,	When	the	Sun	didn’t	Rise	



India	Today	Magazine	writes	about	the	film		1984,	When	the	Sun	didn’t	Rise	

For the documentary 1984, When the Sun Didn't Rise, independent filmmaker Teenaa 
Kaur travelled to Widows Colony in Tilak Vihar in Delhi to explore the legacy of the 
anti-Sikh riots-when 2,733 people were killed in the capital alone following the 
assassination of prime minister Indira Gandhi. "This was genocide, not riots," widow 
Harbans Kaur tells her, breaking down over never finding her husband's body. 

Teenaa Kaur 
Having shown the documentary at the DC Asian 
Pacific American Film Festival in March and the 
Indian Documentary and Short Film Festival in Kerala 
in June, Teenaa is now seeking a grant to take it to 
colleges around the world. "The killings of minorities 
keep taking place. We have to stand for humanity," 
says Teenaa. "The film needs to be taken to the United 
Nations so this is recognised as a genocide of Sikhs." 
The three infamous days of killing between October 
31 and November 2, 1984, cast a long shadow. The 
sorrow and trauma of Teenaa's maternal uncle, who 

had his hair shorn by the mob during the turbulent period, led Kaur to revisit the dark 
chapter in India's history. While Kaur couldn't convince him to recount his tale, she is 
persistent and patient with the female residents of the colony. "It took time to win 
their trust," she says. "For them, people visit on October 31 every year and never 
return. They wanted to know why I kept coming back." 
Kuldeep Kaur is one of the few who shares her tale, a rare case of a survivor who got 
justice. Having witnessed the murder of her husband, she took to courts to ensure that 
five perpetrators got life imprisonment. 
Calling the colony a "sorority of sadness and resignation", Teenaa finds the most 
moving example of the legacy of the mass killings with the story of the widow Meena 
Kaur and her drug addicted son, Mohan Singh-the film's solitary male voice. "Papa 
hote toh hum America hote," says the perpetually high Singh. 
In an endeavour to tell a balanced story, Teenaa also speaks to Congress politician 
Jagdish Tytler, who is still under investigation for his alleged involvement in the 
deaths of three riot victims-though the Central Bureau of Investigation has said there 
is no evidence to charge him on three different occasions. "Maze ki baat hai jis din 
hua main Delhi mein bhi nahin tha," says Tytler, absolving himself of any 
wrongdoing. Another prime accused, Sajjan Kumar, refused to comment. 
Justice remains a pipe dream for many. Says Teenaa, "There are only 200-plus cases 
in courts. What about the people who looted, raped and murdered thousands? They 
are still living in Delhi and other parts of India." 
  
 
 



Profile-	Teenaa	Kaur	Pasricha	
•  Teenaa	Kaur	Pasricha	is	an	independent	Director	and	Screenwriter	having	a	wide	range	of	experience	in	

documentary	genres	Social	Jus@ce	to	Environmental.	Credits	here	include	Na@onal	Geographic,	Fox	History,	DD	
India.	

•  She	was	awarded	the	highly	pres@gious	fellowship	by	Time	Warner	founda@on	supported	Asia	Society,	New	York	
for	her	first	feature	film	screenplay	“The	Red	Autumn”	in	2013-14.	

		
•  Her	debut	independent	documentary		
•  ‘1984,	When	the	Sun	didn’t	Rise’	is	the	recipient	of	Busan	Interna@onal	Film	Fes@val’s	pres@gious	fund	called	Asian	

Network	and	Documentary	fund	or	“AND”	Fund	in	2015.	Selected	for	Work	in	Progress	Lab	of	“DOC	WOK”	of	Doc	
Leipzig	Interna@onal	Fes@val	for	Documentary	and	Animated	Films,	Germany	in	2014	and	the	trailer	was	pitched	in	
DOCEDGE,	Kolkata	in	2012.		

•  It	received	the	“BEST	DOCU.	FEATURE	award”	in	DC	Asia	Pacific	Film	fes@val,	USA	on	March	18,	2017.	The	film	
premiered	in	India	in	IDSFFK	Kerala	on	June	18,	2017.	

		
•  ‘The	deer,	tree	and	me’	is	a	documentary,	was	nominated	for	Best	Documentary	in	Mumbai	Intl.	film	fes@val,	

2016.	It	was	premiered	in	SIGNS	Intl	film	fes@val,	Kochi	2015,	Kolkata	Intl.	film	fes@val.	
•  Thedeertreeandme.strikingly.com	

		IAWRT	film	fes@val,	2016.	Her	upcoming	Documentary	film	“The	Woods	Are	Calling”	is	based	on	a	
	transforma@onal	story	of	tribal	hunters	who	ban	hun@ng	to	save	their	forest	and	an	endangered	bird	called			

											‘Blyth’s	Tragopan’.																																								
												www.greenearthpictures.in	



The	Indian	Express-	Thiruvanathpuram,	Kerala,	June	16,	2017	



The	Indian	Express-	June	19-	Review	of	the	Film	
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Question that drove film on 1984 anti-Sikh riots:
‘If we don’t talk about our history, who will?’
Teenaa Kaur Pasricha’s ‘1984, When The Sun Didn’t Rise’ revisits the aftermath of the Delhi riots that

followed the assassination of Indira Gandhi.

by  Damini Kulkarni

Published Jun 16, 2017 · 01:30 pm

When Teenaa Kaur Pasricha first read about the anti-Sikh violence that followed the death of Indira

Gandhi on October 31, 1984, she was struck by the lack of awareness about its aftermath.

“I was devastated when I read about 1984, and the biggest question to me was: Why has there been no

film on this subject?” Pasricha told Scroll.in. “If we don’t talk about our history or culture, then who else

will?”

Pasricha was particularly moved by the thought of the women who lost their husbands and homes in

the violence. “I wondered how they came out of their trauma and started healing and negotiating with

daily life,” she said.

Pasricha decided to address this paucity of narratives with her documentary 1984, When The Sun Didn’t

Rise. The 57-minute documentary chronicles the lives of women who live in Delhi’s Widow Colony,

which houses the widows of the Sikh men who were killed in the violence which continued for four

days after Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh bodyguards.

The documentary took five years to produce, and was partially funded by Busan International Film

Festival’s Asian Network and Documentary Fund, and Leipzig International Festival for Documentary

and Animated Films’s fellowship titled Doc Wok. It will be screened at the International Documentary

and Short Film Festival of Kerala on June 18.



The	Hindu,	June	19,	2017-	IDSFFK	
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