
the series

INTERNMENT

Set in 1942 (and following the course of the Second World War and beyond), INTERNMENT (the series)
explores the lives of a gifted but dysfunctional Japanese American family forcibly reunited by the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War II.

We follow Ken Niide, a brilliant surgeon forced into Camp Golden, a desolate crucible in which he confronts his
country, his people, his family — and his forbidden love for his step-sister, Mie.

The Niide’s are fashioned in the mold of the classically tragic American family — in the vein of O’Neill’s Tyrone
family, Miller’s Loman family, or the Fishers of Six Feet Under.

Through them, we explore an oft ignored period of American history, and ask what it means to be an American
when your country decides that you are the enemy.

In February of 1942, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive Order
9066 into law, authorizing the detention of over 110,000 Americans of Japanese
descent in Internment Camps (concentration and prison camps). Though innocent of
any crime, these "Japs" lost their homes and livelihoods and were not freed until
nearly the end of the Second World War.

My father was among them.

- Phinneas Kiyomura (writer/creator)
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