Title: Orishas

Year: 2014

Duration: 6'50"

Music composed, produced and recorded by:
Felipe Ramirez Rodriguez / Toronto, Canada
Percussion: Nathan Petitpas / Toronto, Canada
Vocals: Maylin Ortega Zulueta/ Toronto, Canada
Video, animation and coding: Santiago Echeverry /
Tampa, FL

Choreography: Susannah LeMarquand / Tampa, FL
Dancers: Lindsay Daniele, Ashley Caraway and Kwesi Ampofo / Tampa, FL
Technique: Kinect / Processing 2.0

Type: Video Art / Digital Dance

Link: http://santi.tv/orishas

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/89980730

The visual component of the piece Orishas was created with a

custom code in Processing using a Kinect sensor and a webcam to t// Dfficial Selection \ ’
transform the spatial, color and brightness information of V trinidad *tobago V
choreographed dancers into a virtual three dimensional \.  film festival
mathematical representation of their movements. 28000 images \\ f‘

N, W Y

are then imported into a video editing software and treated as a
still frame animation. The biggest challenge both in the
choreography and the video making process was how to preserve the spirituality of the piece in
such a logical setup. The solution was a collective leap of faith, embracing the limitations of the
technology and approaching ritual repetitive gestures as the building blocks of a piece that only
came to life when | invoked the guidance of the virgins of the Caridad del Cobre and Regla,
Ochun and Yemay3, goddesses of all flowing waters. The hours and hours of editing and
rendering became a zen-like reflection on my own spirituality and the beauty of layered dance
and music.
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http://santi.tv/index.php
http://www.nathanpetitpas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maylin-Ortega/315086281999621
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6830179
https://www.facebook.com/papa.ampofo
http://santi.tv/orishas
https://vimeo.com/89980730

El componente visual de Orishas fue creado utilizando un cédigo en Processing
usando un sensor Kinect y una cdmara web para transformar la informacion N
espacial, de brillo y de color de unos bailarines coreografiados y transformarla en LR
una representacion virtual tridimensional de sus movimientos. 28000 imagenes se importaron
en un programa de ediciéon de video y se procesaron como una animacién cuadro a cuadro. El
mayor reto en la coreografiay en la creacion del video fue cémo preservar la espiritualidad de la
musicay la danza en un marco tan légico y matematico. La solucién fue un salto colectivo de Fe,
abrazando las limitaciones de la tecnologia y convirtiendo los gestos rituales repetitivos en
blogues creativos de una pieza que solo vio la luz cuando invoqué la ayuda de las virgenes de |a
Caridad del Cobre y de Regla, Ochuny Yemaya, diosas de todas las aguas. Las horas y horas de
edicion y rendereo se convirtieron en una refleccién zen de mi propia espiritualidad y de la
belleza de la danzay de la musica mezcladas en capas.
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Presented by De

Music by

Mario Davidovsky

Mason Bates

Damiano Pietropaolo / Dennis Patrick
Felipe Ramirez-Rodriguez

Featuring Roger D. Moore
DistinGuIsHED VisiTorR IN COMPOSITION

Friday Janvuary s:t; : ( M, Walter Hall (Free).
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