Q&A with writer/producer Ed Moy

Were Katherine Sui Fun Cheung’s accomplishments eclipsed by Amelia Earhart’s legend?

I would say that Amelia was obviously the most famous aviatrix of the 1930s.  But what stands out about Katherine is she was a minority woman doing something that was seen as primarily a man's sport at that time.

It should also be pointed out that Chinese women were still looked at as docile homemakers, who worked in the kitchen, raised kids, and took care of the house.

Katherine broke through all of those limiting traditional expectations during a period in history when gender equality and equal rights weren’t always given freely to minorities.

Daring young women such as Katherine and Bessie Coleman (the first female pilot of African American descent) were often seen as sideshow curiosities at air circuses and county fairs around the country.

In many ways, they are pioneers who deserve to be remembered for their roles in aviation history. Our goal is to share Katherine's fun and adventurous story with a new generation that may not know about her accomplishments.

Katherine Sui Fun Cheung was not the only Chinese female to get her pilot license in the 1930s. There’s some confusion on who was the first though. The Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum recognizes Katherine as the first Asian American aviatrix but others point to Hazel Ying Lee.

Although both Hazel and Katherine were licensed in 1932, according to various newspaper articles from that time period, Katherine got her license in March of 1932, whereas Hazel completed her training and got her license in October of 1932.

A number of other Chinese females also earned pilots license during the 1930s including Lee Ya-Ching and Hilda Yen.  

There were also several Chinese women that learned to fly but were not licensed in the early years of aviation, including Anna Low in 1918 and Frances E. Lee, who died tragically falling from a plane in 1920.

We will feature a segment with Aviation historians and academics talking about these women and their accomplishments in our documentary and web series.
 
In 1932, one percent of American pilots were female. What were some of the issues involved with Cheung being a pilot?

Around 1931, Katherine sought training through the Chinese Aeronautical School, which at that time had begun teaching young Chinese American men to become pilots so they could aid in the fight against Japanese invaders in China. 

According to family and various news articles, Katherine was not allowed to train with them at first because she was a woman. 

But she refused to take no for an answer and eventually paid for lessons from civilian instructors.  

Once she got her license Katherine did participate in the local Chinese Flying club with the other men.  

She was the only female member, although there was another young woman who came from a well-to-do family that helped finance the club's activities.

Later, Katherine was invited to join the 99s, an exclusive all-women flying club, whose members included Amelia Earhart.   

How did you discover Katherine’s story?

My first exposure to an Asian Aviatrix was actually in 2007.  

I read about Hazel Ying Lee's story at a Chinese History museum in Honolulu's Chinatown.  

I later wrote a piece for Asiance Magazine and 13 Minutes Magazine about Hazel after talking to filmmaker Alan H. Rosenberg, who had made a documentary about Hazel, entitled "A Brief Flight: Hazel Ying Lee and the women that flew pursuit."

But it wasn't until 2012, that I heard about Katherine's story after East West Players created a Theatre for Youth production called "Taking Flight" written by Judy Soo Hoo.

I had written the original script for a short film about actor Keye Luke, which filmmaker Timothy Tau later turned into his award-winning short film, which spanned the 1930s-1940s film era. 

Having developed an interest in that 1930s time period, when I heard about the "Taking Flight" production, it piqued my interest in Katherine's story, but I did not follow up again until last October when I was tossing around ideas for a project with actress Katherine Park, who we have cast to play the young Katherine Sui Fun Cheung in dramatization scenes for our documentary project.

In 2004, Lucy Liu attempted to pitch a Katherine Sui Fun Cheung project to HBO with the family.  How will yours finally tell Cheung’s story?

At a charity luncheon in 2004, Lucy Liu did have a brief meeting with family members.

According to grandson Alan Wong who was in attendance, Lucy spoke with Katherine's granddaughter Judy Wong about pitching Katherine's story to HBO.  

However, no project was ever funded and Lucy moved onto other projects.  Judy unfortunately passed away last year from cancer.

This was not the first attempt by filmmakers to tell Katherine's story.  Chinese actresses Luo Yan and Josephine Chien also attempted to create projects.

Hazel Ying Lee documentary filmmaker Alan H. Rosenberg had also proposed making a film about Katherine and several other Asian Aviatrix of that same era.  

Our primary project goal is to share Katherine's story in a fun and entertaining way utilizing new media via Youtube.  

We are submitting a half-hour documentary film version to festivals with a longer form web series with additional footage and interviews added for one hour  television broadcast submissions, along with a limited edition DVD with bonus material, as well as a companion photo book with biographical information. 

The end goal is to reach out to schools and museums with the web series and DVD in hopes that new audiences will find Katherine's story an informative, inspiring and entertaining piece of Asian American history.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Katherine was a visionary who pursued her dreams with a passion and we want to honor that with a project that reflects her legacy as a pioneering aviatrix.
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