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WHERE IS 
SHE NOW?
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Run Time 119 Mins

WHAT WAS YOUR INSPIRATION FOR 
MAKING A “DOCUMYSTERY”?
Two years ago I retired after 30 years as 
a professor in the field of filmmaking. 
It’s been my longtime dream to travel 
the world visiting my old students and 
making a “Where Are They Now?” 
documentary.

ROAD TO HOPE

Run Time 71 Mins
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One year and two maxed-out credit 
cards later, the result is a new kind of 
DocuMystery in which all the students 
are playing themselves (or variations on 
their real selves) under plotted 
circumstances. 

WELL YOU’VE HOOKED ME.
DO YOU PLAN ON CONTINUING YOUR 
FILMMAKING ADVENTURES WITH YOUR 
STUDENTS? 
“ ...Where is she now?” gave all of us a 
rare opportunity to share the thing we 
love most: Making movies. Hopefully, 
this is just the beginning, as a sequel 
film script is already in the works. I have 
hundreds of students spread out across 
the globe and they have many wonderful 
stories to tell. Next stop: India.

HOW DO YOUR FORMER STUDENTS FEEL 
ABOUT HAVING MADE A FEATURE FILM 
WUTH YOU?
If they’ve learned anything from this, it’s 
that you have to make your own 
opportunities if you want to succeed. To 
them, the risk is well worth it.

BY THE WAY, DO YOU EVER FIND YOUR 
MISSING STUDENT?
You’ll just have to see the movie to find 
out.

Director/Producer: Mike Wargo

Not only did John Henry Richardson 
direct, produce and co-write “...Where 
is she now?” but he also managed the 
cinematography and even act in his full 
length feature!

Director/Producer: John Henry Richardson

So, in 2014 I embarked on a filmmaking 
journey to London, Stockholm, Oslo, 
Salzburg, Vienna, Stuttgart and Amster-
dam. I interviewed over 50 grad students 
and found that many of them suffered a 
similar dilemma: The lack of film acting 
jobs in their country. Most of them be-
came discouraged and dropped out, left 
without a sense of direction to their lives.

I realized then that making a documen-
tary about my students wasn’t enough. 
They were all good actors who simply 
wanted to get back into the world of act-
ing--and that became my new mission. 
Mark Mockett and I wrote a screenplay 
about their circumstances. Then script in 
hand, I withdrew my retirement fund of 
$25,000 and went off to make our film.

HOW MUCH OF WHAT WE SEE IN THE FILM IS 
NON-FICTION?
It’s based on true events. However, when 
we began shooting, the story soon took 
a surprise turn, becoming a search for 
a missing student, Marita, who disap-
peared the night before her graduation 
and has not been heard from since. 

But that investment of time and energy paid 
huge dividends as the film successfully fol-
lows its principal characters through times of 
life, death and mourning in ways that are only 
possible with the passage of time.

Through her narration, actress Torrey DeVit-
to (Chicago Med, Pretty Little Liars, Vampire 
Diaries) educates the audience about life, 
death and hope in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Triple-nominated at the 2016 International 
Filmmaker Festival of World Cinema – 
London for Best Feature Documentary, Best 
Director of a Feature Documentary and the 
Scientific & Educational Award, the film 
makes its official European debut at the festi-
val on February 19 at 2:30 p.m. in Screening 
Room 2.

roadtohopefilm.org

NO PARENTS. NO FUTURE. NO HOPE.
Road to Hope explores the realities of life in 
developing countries where hope for a better 
life is often an elusive dream for the orphaned 
children who cared for their dying parents. 

Through penetrating interviews, the 
filmmakers reveal the hearts and minds of 
the shepherds who emerge to restore faith 
in these children who might otherwise have 
been lost. Together, they walk the road to 
hope in search of a better life for themselves 
and for those they encounter along their 
journey.

Filmed over a period of two years, the scope 
of the finished documentary is much broader 
than originally imagined. According to the 
film’s director, Mike Wargo, “We knew at the 
onset we’d be spending 3-1/2 weeks filming in 
Uganda, Kenya and South Sudan, but never 
expected that our story would take us to 
various parts of the U.S. and back to Africa 
two more times.”

For more information
Please contact:
blueridgeprods@aol.com

https://filmfreeway.com/project/whereisshenow
http://roadtohopefilm.org

