Independent horror flick wraps up shooting at the Haunted Farm
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Lead actress Alana Kaniewski gets her makeup and hair done before shooting a scene for "The Farm" Saturday afternoon. 

PLEASANTVILLE -- It's a honeymoon they never will forget.

Johnny and Estella got married while Johnny was home on leave from the military and Estella's Aunt Lynn let them use their farm for their honeymoon.

But the couple didn't know about the paranormal activity the farm was famous for, and strange things started happening.

Will the newlyweds survive the terror and horror of a week on the farm?

That is the premise of the "The Farm," an independent movie from Ghost Walk Productions. Filming wrapped up Sunday at the Haunted Farm on Old Millersport Road. Kim Hicks owns the farm.
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Director Steve Olander talks to Art Director Tony Vardon about where to position the microphone for a scene during filming of "The Farm". / jess Lanning/Eagle-Gazette jess Lanning/Eagle-Gazette

"This is a cool location," said Alana Kaniewski, who plays Estella. "I like the fact that it's really secluded. It has beautiful property and an awesome house. It's been a lot of fun."

Shooting started in June and has continued a couple of weekends each month since. The cast and crew usually filmed about eight hours each day, but some days they filmed up to 14 hours.

Despite co-staring in a paranormal film, Kaniewski said she doesn't believe in paranormal activity but still likes the film.

"It's a great story and I think it's being shot really well," she said. "I think it's definitely going to get to a lot of people. People are going to be freaked out, and there will be a lot of good scares in it."

The cast and crew are volunteering their time for the film.

"This is going to be entered in film festivals," director Steve Olander said. "So it gives us some exposure and notoriety and gets our names out there. It's something else you can show other producers and filmmakers that are looking for your talents."

Like Kaniewski, Olander liked the farm as the location for the movie.

"If you had $2 million, you couldn't build a better set," he said. "And that's good, because we don't have $2 million."

John Chiara, who plays Johnny, said the Haunted Farm is a surreal location to shoot.

"On one of our firsts shoots here, we were finishing up and the director said action and all the lights in the house went out during a storm," he said. "Moments like that have been special when filming here."

"The Farm" was written by Rocky Karlage. It is scheduled for a Christmas DVD release, but sales outlets have not been determined yet.

The film's extended trailer will be shown Oct. 29 at the Haunted Farm. The cast will be available to sign autographs, and movie merchandise, including "The Farm" movie posters, will be for sale.

Associate producer Victoria Vardon said the hardest part about shooting has been working around everyone's schedules.

"We all hold daytime jobs," she said. "And we also have to find out when Kim is free."

"The Farm" also stars Richard T. Phillis as Sheriff Franklin; Malik Ali as Johnny's best friend, Billy; Joel David Anger as sheriff's Deputy Ben; and Janine Bowles Sarnowski as the sheriff's assistant, Betsy.

Go to http://www.thefarmfilm.com/ for more information about the movie.
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