SMALL SMALL THING

THE OLIVIA ZINNAH STORY

A Film By: Jessica Vale & Nika Offenbac

“...riveting and infuriating all at once”
- LA Weekly
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Awards & Screenings

April 2013 Palm Beach Intl Film Festival, Palm Beach, FL
World Premiere

April 2013 Dallas Intl Film Festival, Dallas, TX
Special Mention, Best Documentary Feature

June 2013 Encounters Film Festival, South Africa
Selected scenes screened in the Filmmakers Against Women Abuse program.

September 2013 Tri-Continental Human Rights Film Festival, South Africa

Montreal Intl Black Film Festival, Montreal, Canada
Winner, Best Feature Documentary

First Glance Film Festival, Philadelphia, PA
Winner: Best Feature Documentary

Baghdad International Film Festival, Baghdad, Irag
Winner: Best Human Rights Documentary

October 2013 Balinale International Film Festival

Kansas Intl Film Festival, Kansas, MO
Winner: Best Feature Documentary

Warsaw Intl Film Festival

November 2013 Bronze Lens Film Festival, Atlanta, GA
Winner: Best International Documentary

February 2014 Open Your Eyes HUman Rights Film Festival, Sierra Leone

Pan African Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
Winner: Special Jury Award Best Documentary

Toronto Intl Black Film Festival
March 2014 Portland Oregon Women'’s Film Festival (POWfest)
Luxor African Film Festival

Rated SR New York Film Festival

Winner: Vanya Exerjian Award for Stopping Violence Against Women
Winner: Women Film Critics Circle Award

Winner: Grand Jury Prize Best Feature Film

June 2014 Waterfront Film Festival, Michigan
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Synopsis

"My administration shall empower Liberian women in all areas of our national life, \We will
support and increase the writ of laws that restore their dignity and deal arastically with
crimes that dehumanize them. We will enforce, without fear or favor, the law against rape
recently passed.’

- Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf (2005)

In December 2012 Olivia Zinnah, age 12, died of septic shock from a bowel obstruction.
Her death was a result of complications from surgeries intended to repair the extensive
injuries she sustained when she was raped at the age of seven. This is her story.

Small Small Thing begins at JFK Hospital in Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, and urban
center of this West African country. Olivia Zinnah is 9 years old, severely malnourished
and handicapped. Her condition is life threatening. Believing her injuries to be the result of
witchcraft, Olivia’s mother had been hiding her in their village for years.

The doctors conclude her condition is the result of a brutal rape that took place when
Olivia was 7 years old. When pressured to reveal her rapist, Olivia names her cousin.

This diagnosis has severe consequences. Originally from deep in the Liberian jungle,
Olivia and her mother are shunned from their tribe for seeking outside help. They are left
stranded in Monrovia at the mercy of President Sirleaf’s government, facing the most
difficult decision of all. What price are they willing to pay for justice?
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The Filmmakers

Jessica Vale (Director, Writer, Producer):

Jessica Vale is an accomplished non-fiction film producer and editor, work-
ing in the business for over a decade. Originally from New Hope, Pennsyl-
vania, Jess graduated from Temple University. Her credits include work for
CBS News, National Geographic, Discovery Channel, History Channel, The
Weinstein Co., and more. When she’s not deep in the documentary world,
Jess spends her time as a musician and artist. In 2005 and 2007, her singles
appeared on the Billboard charts. Jessica’s work has been featured in pub-
lications around the world such as the front page of the Times London art
section, Wired Magazine, the Associated Press, Philadelphia Inquirer, and the
NY Daily News.

Nika Offenbac (Producer, Director of Photography):

Currently based between NY and LA, Nika Offenbac is a veteran new media
director and producer with over 9 years industry experience. She began her
career in design and visual effects, winning an ADC Young Gun for her motion
work. Her projects include feature and short films, music videos & a wide
range of interactive, digital, and experiential projects. Her short films have
screened internationally at The Lincoln Center, The Independent Film
Channel, The Kunsthaus Graz (Austria), The Museum of Popular Art (Rome)
The LACMA |, and are included in the permanent collection of the San
Francisco MOMA. Her work has appeared in Res Magazine, IDN, Repellent
Magazine, & Stash Magazine. In 2011, she was featured in the documentary
“Press Pause Play” discussing the future of digital media.

Barnie Jones (Co-Producer):

Barnie is a proud mother and native Liberian living and working in New
York as a senior wholesaler for Chase Bank. She became involved in Small
Small Thing while working for a visiting medical team in Liberia.

Barnie recently starred as an actress in her first feature film, “Murder in the
Cassava Patch,” which premiered in spring 2012.
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Production Notes

In January 2009, Director Jessica Vale was in Liberia with Mount Sinai Hospital directing a different
documentary about the challenges US surgeons face in third world countries. In the middle of shooting,
Mount Sinai deemed the film too controversial and put it on hold indefinitely. Monrovia was unsafe at the
time, and Jessica was unable to leave JFK Hospital without armed security. Instead she ended up
spending time in the women'’s fistula ward, where 9 year old Olivia Zinnah had recently arrived as a patient.

Olivia had received a colostomy bag due to a severe fistula caused by rape. Her surgeons were visiting
husband/wife team Ann Marie and Peter Dottino of New York.

Jess was quickly taken by her story and learned Olivia’s case was not isolated. With the help of
Co-Producer Barnie Jones, they launched their own investigation into why JFK Hospital was receiving so
many child rape victims. Despite extensive interviews with the Temple of Justice and a trip to Monrovia
Central Prison, there were more questions than answers when they returned to New York.

Back in the US, Jess explained the story to fellow producer and director of photography Nika Offenbac,
and asked her to join in a return trip to Liberia in August 2009.

In July 2009, right before their departure, we discovered that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the
UNFPA had ordered more surgery on Olivia. Something had gone wrong and Olivia was in even worse
condition. Ann Marie and Peter Dottino were contacted, and returned to Liberia to help Olivia again.
This new development highlighted the urgency of the situation.

With a very limited budget, and donated camera gear , Jessica and Nika headed to Liberia. Given that
Monrovia was still unsafe, they enlisted the help of under cover police officer Louis Johnson and local radio
journalist Dannetha Sampson.

Over the next six weeks Jessica and Nika conducted an extensive investigation into Olivia’s story and her
case. They continued the line of questioning Barnie and Jess had started months earlier, meeting an inter-
viewing various health and government officials. They also returned to Olivia’s village, Todee, the scene of
the original crime, and spoke with Olivia’s tribe. Realizing Olivia’s story was not unique they headed even
further into the bush trying to find clues as to why so many young girls were being raped.

In 2011 CNN aired a segment about Olivia Zinnah. It was made clear that no surgery was to be done on
Olivia until she reached the age of 16.

In January 2012 an additional segment of Small Small Thing was filmed by Carielle Doe in Liberia. Olivia
had recently been adopted by Dr Wilhelmina Jallah, and was attending school. She appeared to be a
happy, healthy 11 year old. Her colostomy had been reversed, though the fistula had not entirely healed.
It was unclear who approved the surgery. Her mother Bindu had returned to their village in Todee and
dropped all charges against the accused rapist, Olivia’s cousin John.
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Production Notes

December 2012, Olivia is rushed to JFK Hospital with a bowel obstruction. Dr Jallah is unable to get
approval for emergency surgery. Olivia’s US doctors are contacted and they inform Dr Jallah that Olivia will
not survive without surgery. By the time surgery is approved, it is too late. A new colostomy bag is given,
but Olivia dies a few days later from septic shock.

Jessica Vale and Nika Offenbac were contacted about Olivia's death right away. They sent over money to
pay for Olivia’s funeral. It has been reported in the press that the funeral was paid for by President Sirleaf’s
Ministry of Gender. It is unclear what happened to Vale and Offenbac’s money.

The Ministry of Gender has also taken credit in the press for the successful surgeries done on Olivia Zinnah
since 2009, despite the fact that was Ann Marie and Peter Dottino who diagnosed Olivia and performed
the operations. The Ministry has not acknowledged the botched surgery they ordered in 2009.

Small Small Thing was re-edited in January 2013 to reflect the developments surrounding Olivia’s death.
An interview with Leymah Gbowee was filmed in February 2013, as Gbowee has been deeply affected by
Olivia’s story. Vale and Offenbac incorporated the interview into the closing credits of Small Small Thing.

Director Statement :

After 4 hard years back and forth to Liberia, we completed Small Small Thing in September 2012. Just 3
months later the subject of our fim, Olivia Zinnah (aged 12), died of complications from rape injuries
sustained when she was 7 years old.

Olivia was a beautiful little girl, full of hope and laughter, despite having lived most of her life in a hospital
with a colostomy bag.

Her death came as we were booking our wrap party and submitting to festivals worldwide. The
heartbreak may never entirely heal, but we can use Small Small Thing to keep her story alive.

With the release of Small Small Thing, we hope we can pressure Liberians to bring Olivia’s accused rapist
to trial, and also shed light on yet another country with an epidemic of gender based violence. President
Ellen Sirleaf may have won on a pro-woman platform, but she is letting the women of her country down.

-Jessica Vale
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Remembering Olivia

By
Ambassador M. Nathaniel Barnes

January 5, 2013

Everything happens for a reason...even evil things. A beautiful smile; warm,
infectious eyes; a personality that made you embrace her with love, Olivia was
brave beyond her years facing her terrible dilemma with super human courage.
How could something so evil befall such innocence? Who knows? Perhaps her
life, though short and tragic, was intended to provide us with valuable lessons.

The lesson of love: love comes in all colors, shapes and sizes and from unexpected
directions; love can exist without strings attached.

The lesson of endurance and perseverance: that one so small and inexperienced
could carry the burden of pain, isolation and humiliation with subtle dignity and

joy.
The lesson of compassion and a call to action: that those who stand aside in the
face of such evil and do nothing are as guilty as those who perpetrate the evil.

Yes, her life was a lesson..many lessons. | pray that those whose lives she
touched learn these lessons well.

Thank you, Olivia, my Hero. Rest in Peace.
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QOlivia Zinnah, JFK Hospital, Monrovia Liberia , 2009
photo by Nika Offenbac
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Che New Jork Eimes

By ANITA GATES JUNES, 204

Locking for a villain in Jessica Vale's
documentary? There's competition.
Obviously, in "Small Small Thing: The
Olivia Zinnah Story,” about a 7-year-
old rape victim in Liberia, there is the
man who attacked her so brutally that
her genitals were mangled and covered
in scar tissue, He was a 20-year-old
cousin, She was left with a fistula
requiring numerous surgeries to repair,
if it could be fixed at all.

But there are so many others. Olivia's
father leaves. Her grandfather, a tribal
chief, sides with the rapist, Even her
mother doubts her (“If [ had been
there, I would know.”) and does the
wrong thing. A driver declares her
“useless, nzeless.” Some women who
work at the hospital seem
compassionate, but others reveal hard
hearts. Like many women in the film,
they are horrifyingly cavalier about the
male culture that endorses this
behavior. Raping a child, we are told, is
considered a good-luck move.

Olivia Zinnah, who was 7 when she was raped by a cougin in
Liberia. fika Offenba

“They do it for ritual purpose,” a gender-violence specialist says. "To get
money, to get ajob."

Looking into Olivia's huge brown eyes, full of hope despite everything, and
then into so many adults’ cold, dead ones (and the camera does, bravely and
pointedly) is appalling. There is no gore here, and no on-screen violence,
but this is in every way a horror movie. With a devastating ending.

» P« A K
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There are Many Reasons to See the
Very Difficult Small Small Thing

By Daphne Howland Wodhesday, Jun 4 2074 Cormme s {0
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Druring work on a documentany about foreign doectors at Liberin’s mmshackle Johin F. Eennedy
Hospital, another story caught the atentbon of Smell Small Thing writer-director Jessbea Vale: a
nine-year-old girl, emaciated and steeped In her own feces becante of damage to her genitals and

pastmintestinal system cased by a mpe.

Vale iz an efficient journalist, packing in fcts and fveting imerdews aboul the Tegrey of Liberia's
wars, the beflover brotality of its enlistment of child wamiors, now grown bo live their own fractured

lives, and a portrait of Mivia and those who tried to care for her

Olivia's mather is tapped. Tn the bosh, her family's lender deniies her daughter’s mpe happened,
vet she's comfortable there, Life in Monmvia is dannting, despite the many people, incloding law
enforcement and hospital workers, trying to help. Vale gives us the oppormuanity to meet the
Liberian doctors, safehouse case workers, and others, mastly women, who manage 1o ghe Olivia
reasons o et, study, and smile, despite their almast wen] leck of resources,

Thene are many reasons o see this very difficulr

film, not least to face the grim realities in

WWW.SMALLSMALLTHING.COM
o save lives and presenve the human spirit when WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SMALLSMALLTHING
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s so clenrly yenming to burn bright given any
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Liheria, and to wonder what more eoald be done



Palm Beach International Film Festival: Mini reviews!
by Leslie Gray Streeter, Palm Beach Post

Small Small Thing (2013): My husband learned that this documentary
was about child rape in Liberia, decided it was a little heavy for a Sunday
afternoon, and went to see the “G.l. Joe" sequel instead. And it's true that
Jessica Vale's moving work is not always easy to watch. But it should be
required, but it makes you angry enough to want to do something. Vale
and producer Nika Offenbac follow Olivia Zinnah, who they meet
recovering in a Liberian hospital after being raped by a relative. Grim,
unbelievably brutal stuff, to be sure, but Vale manages to present a brief
history lesson of the country's founding, its idealism and colonialism, its
child soldiers who rise from their own victimhood to turn their anger and
stolen childhood on others, and the thwarted promises of political
intervention. Olivia's fate is spelled out in the film’'s promotional material,
but | won't spill it here, because you'll want to meet her and be riveted by
her story, and the journey of her countrymen and women, on your own.
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A Big Task for a "Small Small Thing"

Posd: 0RI02013 241 pm

Thara is something aboul her eyes. Big, round saucers brimming with
Innocence that can see right through you. A dark scar runs down her
cheek, a permanent tear for a girl who has a lot to cry about but
instead smiles.

"She draws you in," said fimmaker Jessica Vale. "Her eyes pierce
through your sgul "

In 2008, Vale went to Monrovia, Liberia to film a documentary on U.S,
surgecns in post-war countries. When she was unable to film due to
disclosure reasons, Vale found harsall in a hospital with only the
remnants of a story. Then, she met nine-year old Olivia.

Olivia Zinnah, a young gifl who was raped when she was seven years
old, is the subject of Vale's documentary "Small Small Thing.”

"When | first met her she was in a really, really sad state, really
malnourished. They had just given her the colostomy bag,” Vale
recalled.

Olivia was born and raised in Todee, Libena, a small village outside
the couniry’s capital, Monrovia. Her mother, Bendu had kept her
daughter in hiding for two years after she became ill, believing Olivia
was cursed. A family friend convinced Bendu to take Olivia to the
hospital, where doclors discovered that the child had internal injuries,
the result of being raped two years prior by a cousin who was in his
20s.

After hearing Olivia's story Vale knew she had to take action, She
headed back to New York where she utilized more than a decade
worth of connections in the film industry for donated film equipmeant.
She also contacted director, llmmaker and friend MNika Offenbac who
jumped on board.

"As a film maker and as a professional freelancer,” said Nika. "I had the time and resources to help put an and to whal was
going on by making people aware of it. Child rape was just not something | could sit by and let happen.”

Back in Liberia, Vale and Oftenbac shadow Olivia and her mother, Bendu for twio months. Bandu was pressured by police to -
press charges against her cousin at the risk of losing her support system; her village. The taboo and stigma attached to rape
left Bendu exiled and torn between two worlds.
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understand how a mother can be tom about this," she says "A lot of the film is devated to Bendu's decision on whether or not to
go back 1o her village or stay with Olivia. She doesn't have any educalion, she doesn'l read or write. All she knows is how to
farm and live with her family.”

The documentary lends a volce to a side rarely heard in cases like these, the men. Due to decades of civil war, rape was the
predominant method of intimidation demanded of child-soldiers. Now grown men, unemployed with little 1o no education or
cpportunities, they are left with haunting memories.

"The war stopped and then what? There really has been no education and no therapy,” sald Vale. "One of the guys in the film
tells us that he has flashbacks on a regular basis and that he beats his wife. He doesn't have an outlet. | think that that's a large
part of it."

Though her alleged rapist was amrested, he was released with hundreds of other rapists due to overcrowding and lack of
evidence One of the key people involved in unraveling the truth behind Olivia's story was Libarian, Bamnie Jones who served as
a translator, cultural bridge or as some say a "fixer.” Jones lost her father, grandtather and uncle in the war, When she met
Olivia in the Monrovia's JFK hospital she saw herself.

"I could've been Olivia," said Jones. " was alfected by the war but | always tell people | was very blessed”

When the Liberian administration heard about Qlivia's case several surgeons were sent and different surgeries performed,
despite previous advice to wait until she matured. Her case began to gain a lot of attention due to ties between the family friend
that admitted Olivia and the Liberian administration. Young Olivia soon became a guinea pig,

"Ofivia had way too many surgeries done on her, many of them were botched,” said Vale, "We interviewed a lot of the Ministry
of Gender, unfortunately it does come across that it wasn'l the most coordinated efort.”

After her last surgery resulted in a bowel cbstruction, Olivia passed away at age 14. Vale was back in New York, working on the
post-production of the film when she heard the news.

"It completely changed everything,” she said. “Not only did we spend a few weeks trying to emoationally grasp what was geing
cn we had to go back and change certain aspects of the film."

Mow with an ending dedicated to Olivia, Vale plans on parinering with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) like Holistic
Education Advocating for Leadership (HEAL), founded by Liberan Mawata Kamara a foundation that aims to increase DNA
technology in Liberia,

The UN presence in Liberia has been actively using Olivia's case to push for & new agenda about viclence against women
Howewver, Vale has found herself fact-checking both the UN and Liberian media when it comas to Olivia's story

“I'm really happy thay're taking it seriously enaugh to start presenting the story and the issues " sha says. "But | want to ses
them do more.”

The filmmakers demanded a statement from President Ellen Sideal Johnson, who was elected in 2006 promising her
administration would empower Liberian women, however rape is still the number one crime, many of the victims being children
For menths their request was unanswered.

Becently however, President Sirleaf launched the Anti-Rape campaign. According President Johnson, B0 percent of rape
victims are children between ages 5 and 13,
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In a statement at the campaign's launch President Johnson stated:

"Sadly, with all of these rasponses, with all of these mechanisms in
place, the heinous crime of rape continues fo claim the lives of chitdren
- o cowrtlry's fufure lpaders. We listenad fo those kids. Lel me cile a
few: we lost Sarah Mulbah, age 8 on July 31, 2012; Comion Maname, age
13, on September 13, 2012; Massa Flomo, age 10; OWvia Zinneh Ghanjah who,
in 2007, at age 7, was raped in Todee, by her Uncle Joseph Nupoly who was
never arrested, and who finally died - may he go o hell - on December 18,
2012

Despite mistakenly listing Olivia's uncle as the culprit this is the first time President Johnson has made a statement in Olivia's
behalf. Thus far, Small Small Thing has gamered the "Best Feature Documentary™ Award for the 2013 Dallas International Film
Festival, a Palm Beach International Film Festival Selaction, and invites to film festivals that range from South Africa to
Warsaw, Poland. They also won an award lor Best Documentary at the Montreal Inmernalional Black Film Fesinsal.

"It hurts me that Olivia is not hare anymore,” says Jones, "But she's going to speak a little a louder from the grave.”

| Find out more about the film at :smallsmallthing.com

L

SMALL SMALL THING

THE OLIVIA ZINNAH STORY Follow Sofiya Ballin on Twitter: www.twitter.com/@soflyaballin
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Olivia Zinnah, Subject Of Upcoming Child Rape
Documentary, Dies
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Sad to report on the death of Olivia Zinnah, the young gil who s at the center of an upcoming leature documeniaey |
peofiled in Augusl, 2012 - dled Smal Small Thing - direcled by Jessica Vale,

Tha film, 2+ yooes in the making, is compiata, and has baen submitted 1o several film festivais, and should workd

pierniing some Lime this Sping

11 tefis the story of @ mother and daughter in Libara, who find themselves lighting tracition, when i is discovered that
the B-yaar-cld had baen brutally mped 2 years pror

The film baging with the discovery of a nine year oid girl in the hospital, severely malnourished and
handicapped. Believing the cause of her Injuries to be wilchcraft, the village elders (and her mother]
hide the girl for 2 years as her condition worsens. A visiting medical team drares the concluslon that
she was brutally raped, The film follows the joumey over the course of the next 3 months, as the life of
this little girl and her mother, shunned from their village for seeking cutside help

blogs indic wire com'shadowandac volivia-zinnah-subject- of -upcommg- c hild-rape -docume ntary-dies 154
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Olivia Linnah, Subject OF Upcoming Chikl Rape Documentary, Dies | Shadow and Act

| received notification thes aftemoon from director Jessica Vale, alerting mae te Olivia Zinnah's passing on December
20, 8 & resull of the long-term complications of the bnutal rape she suffered at age 7.

She was 13 ab the time of her death

Thaer unforbunate further details from the email | received Tollew:

Vahe discovered Olivia st JFK Memorial Hospital in January 2009 along with a visiting husband-and-wile
OBGYHN toam from Mew York City = Ann Marie Boddos and Peter Dottino, Olivia was suffering from a
severs fistula, infections and mainutrition. She was gravely il and her condition had been deteriorating
for two years, Libenan surgeons initally attempted to fix the Nistula but betched the surgery. Her
mather, Bindu, did not originally Ssek medical attention for the girl becausa their remote tribal village
dingriosed her &3 8 victim of “witcheral.” After two yaars, Ofivia was brought to JFE whasrs Dr.
Wilhedmina Jallah, haad of DBGYN, determined Olivia®s injuries ware 8 result of raps. At that tima, Olivia
namad her cousin John as her attacker, who was in his twenties at the time of the incident. The family
and John denied the sccusations, shunning Ofivia and Bindu from their village, forcing them to e ot
tha hospital. American surgeons operated on Olivia, saving her lite. They gave her a colostomy bag and
datermined the fistula was 5o severs it could not be fixed until she was 16 years old and her body had
matured. Olivia and Bindu wers then Sent to live at a sale home for rape viotims [..] In December

2012, Olivia was rushed to JFK with a bowel obstruction, Dr. Jallah was unable to get approval for
amargency surgery. Olivia's condition worsened and U.S doctors insisted Olivia receive an oparation
to Save hor life. Days later, Dlivia finally undergoes a colostomy Surgery, bul it was too e, She died
two days later at 13.

In a statement, Vale said:
“I hope the release of 'Smallsmall Thing® will pressure the Liberian government to find Olivia's
accused rapist and bring him to trial... Olivia was Liberian, but her voice is global. How many times, in

how many countries does this have 1o happen for people to pay attention?~

According o UN statistics in 2012, rape is sl the 81 cime in Libaa, despite President Ellen Johnson-3ineals
effons (and Nobel Peace Prize) the majonly ol the viclims e said lo be children - some as young as 2 years old,

Smail Small Thing is the resull of investigationa by the filmmakers, revealing what they call “an intricate wab of
corruplion, adveniure and hope.”

There's a ol more 1o this story, so feal free bo visit the project’s websile HERE.

Az noled, the film has been submilted to festivals all over the veorld, and will debut on the festival cicait this year
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1 4 Olivia Zinna. Subjeet of Child Rape
Sasvamy cors Documentary. Dead at 13

THE LIBERIAN GIRL'S ASSALLT BECAME THE SUBJECT OF A FILM DETERMINED TO
INCREASE AWAREMNESS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS ACROSS THE
GLOBE

b Sonle Ve

s more than a magazine . ..
"
It's & mevamont

Subscribe Today
and save tha

By MICHAEL
ARCENEAUX
Wikar

hie subject of & new documeniary entitled Sooll
Srranall Thing has tragically died-beaving the astof s
ts make sare that the eul e esponsible for her passing be

el a Eakal b,
! ot Hvia Zinmah of Momnrevia, Liberia, was seven when she was bnstally raped
in heer e tlve enuntry. On December 20, 012, she dad from the losg:serm
systenmic complications spurred by her sesual assault. Shewas only 13,
Whille the al liwed rape of 1i-school gids ata stabe-nmn boanling school in a
remmate pard of India daow he ilically, nolas mich
DT i president sirksal

attention has boen given to npak’s horrd e story. The docomentary,
produced by Take My Picture, LLC, chronicles the physical anad ematiosal

strggles that camne a3 a rosult of her mpe

Thee filen alsn makes note of the problems pleguing sreas acmss the world in
which young girls are victimized, kot ofen Left without proper eare as ther
alrmr g el

Acvurd 15, Usrow yoars afler Zannali's 2005 sape s 4 rural arcs
wutslde of Moneovia, she had cnly roccbvad trediton el healing--~deseribod g
inclusling “herbs and soroery. ™ She was not aken o the docor, por wen:

pedice called. Hemewer, oner her uscle Lawsmoe Saswac] visited the sy in

w008 wnd witnessed the terrible state she was bn and the poor treabment she
e, B peporiod e oo and named the suspect - a family maember - o0

the pralicn:

Shewas then taken io Momrovin for meedieal sitention and the
Ministry of Gender was comtacted. Gender Mimistor Julia Dusean Cassell

cxplaised o jourmaliate, “We dd cumything we could g wave her.”

I their 2081 sopeoet, Doctoss Withent Borders copeo
frenalbes teeated for rape I fis Liberin {weilities were under 18, A separaic
DA shudy published in Novenber said that of albont 1,5 00 femabes. treated
in bl
tham 12 and cone s 1o were younger than 5 “Half the survivors were ehil dren
aged i3 vears or younger and ischaded infants and toddlers,” the report
naanilal

t g2 pereentof

s linies in S008 s 2009 alier e, four outof 10 wore yeamges

Libraa's coumbey's Gender Minsiley did make cfforts o draw stienlson o
Zimnah's death, though her passing initially was limited to covernge in loca]

www chony comnews-views/olivia-zmna-subje ct-of - child-rape -documenary-dead-ai- 13- 2038 axz  20dTga sk
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e Siple Vou!

iz, Finnah Eed of an imfection in @ Monmonia hospital a week hefore
Christmas, making her the fourth girl kst year tospocomb to rpe-redabed
Injuries In e West Affican astion

ity hier death, Sl Sesall T1
Viede merial: "1 hepe the release of Smal! Sl Thing will pressuee the
Liberian govermmso b Gnd Ofivia's acowsed rapistand bring i bo t3al
Oilivia was Liberian, bt her wiee i global. How many times, in how many

conimrics. docs Phis have fo lappen o people o pay attmtion?

 dirvotos wind prodiees Jeasican

Liberan UM, Ambassador Nothansd Barses echoed Vale's sentiencnis:
*Uilinvia was beave bevenl her vears facing her torsible dilensma with supere-
hmman courage. Perhaps her life, thoegh shortand fragic, was infended 1
peveride ns with valmahble kssoms.”

Sraall Smaf! Thing has heen subwniited to nomerons festivals and should
b making s preméens laber ihis spring. A petiton has been stasted o get a
elabementon (livia Zinnah's death from Lilkedan Presidont Ellm Johnson
Sirdeaf. Youcnn add your signature here.

For mure information about Small Small Thing, you can visit the
film's sificial website and Facehook page.

SEARE THIS BN TWTTTER: WTTH SEROET HASRTIES.

GNFOINT WHER NOT DO TMN CREATREAD

Olivia Zinma, Subpect of Child Rape Docunentary, Dead at 13 - News & Views - EBONY
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1IN 10 VICTIMS AGE 5 AND UNDER

P —— -
“The boy is my neighbor's son,” says the grandmother. “We eat and play together. | have
boys children too so when they came to me begging | agreed not to go to court. Besides, that
court thing can waste time and money. | just want my little girl to be all right.” - A

Grandmother to rape victim

Monrovia - Decontes, 14, sits with her father in a small examination room at the Duport Road Sexual Gender Based Violence
Clinic. Tears roll down the checks of both father and daughter as the head nurse Elizabeth Kekula presses her palm to the girl's
back and holds the father's hand.

Decontes aborted her first child because she was raped by her next door neighbor's son. The father puts his hands over knees
in an effort to stop trembling of anger. The father recounts the story of the rape because his daughter can’t stop crying. He says
the perpetrator threatened his daughter.

“He told her he was going to kill her if she told anyone,” he says. “So she kept the torn-up clothes, He is my next-door
neighbor’s son who is above 20 year-old."

As unlikely as it may seem Decontee is lucky. Al least she is still alive. Another 14-year-old rape victim QOlivia Zinnah was buried
on Dec, 22 after suffering years of pain and surgeries following a rape by her own uncle when she was just 7.

These 14 year-olds are just two of many Liberian girls who lose their lives, will not be able to get pregnant or will suffer lifelong
physical and mental injuries because of rape, The statistics are staggering.

WWW.SMALLSMALLTHING.COM
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SMALLSMALLTHING
WWW.TWITTER.COM/SMALLSMALLFILM

INFO@SMALLSMALLTHING.COM



2/5M13 Rapists” Nation” Bape S6ll Salking Liberia®s Kids: 1 in 10 Vietims Age 5 And Under - FrontPage Africaonline com - All Things Africa 247

Half of survivors are kids

Doctors Without Borders (DWB) reported in 2011 that 92 percent of females treated for rape in its Liberia facilities were under
18. A DWB study published in Movember said that of about 1,500 females treated in Monrovia clinics in 2008 and 2009 after
rape, four out of 10 were younger than 12,

Onein 10 was younger than 5. "Half of the survivors were children aged 13 years or younger and included infants and
toddlers,” according to the report.

But shockingly only a small number of these cases ever make it to court. The Women and Children protection section of the
Liberian Mational Police received 917 cases in 2012 but only 200 want to court. Qut of 487 cases reported at the Sexual Gender
based Violence Clinic run by a NGO called Touching Humanity In Need of Kindness (THINK) in 2012 only 4 were taken to court.

Qlivia died of an infection in a Monrovia Hospital a week before Christmas. She was the fourth girl known to have died in
Monrovia because of rape-related injuries in 2012 but experts say the number for the whole country is likely much, much higher.
Most cases are never reported. Girls across the country are likely dying from untreated injuries caused by rape.

Gender Minister Julia Duncan Cassel and her team brought this case to light. It is also the subject of an international film to be
released in the next couple of months. The minister says she moumns the death of Olivia today because according to her not
much attention was given her death in the local media.

“The case is in the Supreme Court. The case is still there even though we heard the perpetrator is out. There are so many Olivias
out there, if we don’t bring this case to light who knows how many others are dying from similar situations.”

According to Decontee’s father, she was raped one evening while going home. The accused perpetrator, who cannot be named
in case because it would risk the prosecution case at trial, called her in his room and locked the door. The father only got to
know when he discoverad that she was pregnant.

‘Very Broken Justice System’

“She wants to Kill herself, so | have to stay with
her all the time until things are settled,” he says.”

Getting things settled in Decontee’s case depends
on Liberia's very broken justice system. Just
getting the perpetrator arrested can take months,
before he even goes to trial.

In Decontea’s case the polica told the father they
have to complete lengthy investigations before
arresting the accused rapist. It's something the
grieving father cannot understand.

“When they asked me this moming to come back
to the clinic for the pregnancy test results | just :
broke down and started crying again,” he says. -‘ﬁ‘-'f, o . ]

ALt A
“My daughter's life is at stake; the boy is walking Many families prefer, as Patience’s grandmother did, not to pursue the
case at all.

free in the community.”

“Since December | have been running to the police station up to now they have done nothing. They have the spoiled clothes
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and my baby's statement. What are they waiting for to do their job?" he asks.

In the same clinic 9 year-old Patience walks like a cripple. She was raped by a 12 year-old boy two weeks ago. *

“Patience's case illustrates one of the big challenges faced by prosecutors in Liberia's justice system. Patience's grandmather,
like Olivia's family, chose not to go to the police but instead to settle the case, "the family way.”

“The boy is my neighbor's son,” says the grandmother. “We eat and play together. | have boys children too so when they came
to me begging | agreed not to go to court. Besides, that court thing can waste time and money. | just want my little gir to be all
right.”

But Patience cannot forget about it. According to Madam Kekula, she has infections in her reproductive organ as result of
injuries of the rape and may have to come at the clinic for over one month.

It will take some time to assess the full physical and mental impact on Patience but experts say she will likely live with this attack
one way or another for tha rest of her life.

‘Our Major Challenge’

Indead the court justice process takes a lot of time. Prosecutors in Liberia have no
access to DMA testing and other forensic techniques that allow them to prove the
perpetrator is guilty. It is often her word against his.

Testifying against an older man, a family member who has possibly threatened you, is a
very difficult thing for many young girls. There is also a huge stigma that the girl will
have to live with. The further the family takes the case the more people will know.

Olivia died of an infection in a
Monrovia Hospital a week before
Christmas. She was the fourth girl

known to have died in Monrovia
“Honestly that is our major challenge,” says Vera Mendy, head of the Women and because of rape-related injuries in

Children Protection Section at the Liberian Mational Police. “We make follow up in the 2012 but experts say the number for

communities.” the whole country is likely much,
much higher. Most cases are never
reported. Girls across the country are
likely dying from untreated injuries
caused by rape.

Many families prefer, as Patience’s grandmother did, not to pursue the case at all.

"But sometimes the family relocates the victim. And we can't get them through to the
number they leave at the police station. We have also had situations whera the
community leaders and churches and mosques in some communities want to settle
cases at their level.”

Minister Duncan- Cassel also blames a lack of education among
Liberians as to how the court system works. “Some of the reason we
are finding from our own study is that a lot of our people are not
educated to the importance of reporting these case.”

Just one court is responsible for all cases of sexual offenses,
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf created the court in 2008 with the
goal of speading up prosecution of rape cases, According to Vera
Mendy, it has not had that effect. She says the court should be
refarmed,

Father getting exhausted
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= “We think that the court should be reformed just as the police was.
Because we have had many casss that were investigated, casa file
prepared and sent to court; but the term of court is very slow."

“In Montserrado we only one court for sexual Gender Based Violence
with one sitting judge, and they have many cases.”

The court's slow pace has contributed to the reluctance many
families feel to pursue a long, painful court case that will expose their
daughters to more suffering. For many a financial settlement with the
perpetrator's family is small consolation but they belisve it is the only
consolation they will ever get.

Back at the clinic Patience’s grandmother smiles bitterdy as she says
she knows that her action of compromise is wrong. “What can | do?"
she asks.

“hty hands are tied. | know what happened was bad. | thing made her
sick, her skin was really hot and she was walking some kinda way.
But | can't canry that woman to court.”

: Rl S i, : At the same tima Decontesa'’s father who wants to go court is getting
Doctors Without Borders (DWB) reported in 2011 that  @xhaustad at the slow pace at tha system.

92 percent of females treated for rape in its Liberia
facilities were under 18, “Every time [ see him | feel like doing something to him,” he says.
“But | can't take the law in my hands. | went to the police becausea |

respect them. My daughter suffered the pains of abortion and she is
still suffering his presenca.”

Tecee Boley is a fellow of New Narratives, a project supporting leading independent media in Africa. See more at
www.newnarratives.org

MOTE TO THE READER: The namas of victims in this story are withheld to protect their identity axpect for Qlivia Zinnah who
died due to injuries sustained as a result of rape.
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In Liberia, rape has become a standard procedure, used as a jool of oppression and
to instill fear. From 198% o 2003, the Libenan civil war used mass rape as an
elameni of wartare, affecting 3 out of 4 young girs and women. Althowgh the war
ended, the rape eprdemic sull contnues in Libena and has shatered the social
norms of the community, Even after almost B years, women conbnue o live in fear
and continue o be wetims of rape

According ko Libera's Ministry of Justice, 40% of those raped are shockingly under
the age of 12 Rwasnt untl recantly that thesa rapes were reported, howeaver,
saeking jushoe has never maant tat justics is actually served. Ohivia, now 11, was
raped at the age of 6. Her and her mother are boldly pressing changes, causing tem
o ke outcasts within thair home village. The sewerity of Oiivia's fistula, a tear in the
vaginalianal area, has left her feeling sbgmatized and untorunalely may not be
surgically fixed unti she is 16

0% of cases for hishula reatrment in Liberian hospitals are rauma from rape. Libena
is in desperate need of change, reports of rape, or lack thereof. has becoma far oo
comman, Although Liberia is working o combal gender wviolence, the number of
children raped post- war conficd remanns overwhaelmang
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Young Girls ages 5-15 at a safe home for victims of sexual assautt, Monrovia Liberia , 2009
photo by Nika Offenbac
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