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FADE | N:
| NT. THE COBURN HOME - MORNI NG

VALERI E COBURN (early 50's) Attractive auburn haired,
sl ender, poised and stoic, stands as friends offer their
condol ences.

VALERI E
(Sm | es)
Thank you so nmuch Henri for joining
us today. George was very fond of
you.

Val eri e watches the | ast guest | eave then enters the
spacious living room A large self portrait of George | oons
above his urn.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Wi speri ng)
Oh, Ceorge I'msorry for all the
fights and argunents we had, it was
such a waste of time. I wll always
| ove you. | hope you knew that.

She lights a small nenorial candle. Valerie doesn't blink
eyes fixed on the flanme then drifting to George's portrait.

EXT. LAS VEGAS FI RE STATION - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

A BABY whi npers, cries growing louder. Afire fighter
preparing dinner hears it. Alarned, firefighters rush to
check it out.

A baby abandoned in front of a Fire Station Departnent in
Las Vegas, Nevada. The six nonth old baby is adopted by two
retired wonen VERONI CA (RONNI E) LI NLEY and ALEXANDRI A CLARK,
both former university professors. Mom Ronnie cradles the

i nfant.

| NT. BABY VALERI E'S ROOM - DAY

MOM RONNI E
(Overj oyed)
Ch Alex, she's so perfect and
beautiful ... and spunky... | ook at
her eyes she understands what we're
saying ... aww yes you do... what

should we call her? Maybe Lourdes
and her nicknanme will be Lord? No
she will end up killing us. And

Al exandria will not work either. W
will call you Valerie, for

( MORE)



MOM RONNI E ( CONT' D)

(Overj oyed)
strength. Ckay baby girl? Look, she
sm | ed!
ALEXANDRI A
(Teary)

Yeah, you know she is smling. WII
you | ook at that? | hope you wll

| ove us too baby girl. Ch she is so
pretty |ike you Ronnie.

EXT. H GH SCHOCOL AUDI TORI UM - DAY

TEEN VALERI E (16), restless energy shinmering under a
rehearsed calm conmands the stage m d nonol ogue. A cluster
of boys in the front row watch her, transfixed, and yells.

BULLY BOY
( Shout s)
Hey Val eri e what cha doi ng toni ght?
Can we cone over and watch your
monms do it?

VALERI E
(Yel I s Back)
Go fuck yourselves! If you cone
near ne |like that again, |'lI
fucking kill ya!

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

At 23, Valerie lands her first job as a restaurant server
and hostess. Three nonths |ater, her boss BRENDA CHEN greets
GECRCE COBURN, a tall handsone phil ant hropi st and real
estate | and devel oper, leads himto a private booth and
signals for Valerie.

BRENDA

(Sarcastic)
CGeorge Coburn, neet ny nost val ued
enpl oyee, Valerie. She started
t hree nont hs ago, which you
woul dn't know because you haven't
been here. Valerie is a student at
the University. Valerie, please
take care of M. Coburn. Onh, and
CGeorge, be nice to her

GECRGE
( Chuckl es)
VWhat do you nean by that? | have
al ways been excellent wth people.
( MORE)



GEORGE (CONT' D)
( Chuckl es)
Ckay... nost val ued enpl oyee, good
to neet you.

Brenda wal ks away, casting hima flirtatious smrk.

VALERI E
(Smles Shyly)
Hello, it's nice to neet you M.
Cobur n.

Val eri e | ooks up at Ceorge, sets the nenu down. He sits, his
bl ue eyes fixed on her.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Reserved, Nervous)
Vell... um M. Coburn... |I'msure
you have already nenorized
everything in that nmenu. Is there
sonmething different that you m ght
want to try? | can cone back if

you're not ready... yet.
GEORGE
(Sm 1 es, Unblinking)
Just George, please... you know ny
first nane. Ah yeah, maybe |I'm
ready. | will try sonething new,

nost val ued enpl oyee.
| NT. MOM RONNI E AND MOM ALEX HOME - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Valerie's nothers sit her down, arguing against her
relationship with the older man. In the end they couldn't
stop her.

EXT. THE BELLAG O - N GHT
George takes Valerie to the Bellagio for their first date.

GEORGE
(Char m ng)
You nentioned how nuch you want ed
to go play the tables and the
slots, so let's go.

Val eri e was wi de eyed and speechl ess.

| NT. BELLAG O CASI NO - NI GHT



VALERI E
(Exci ted)
Were are we going first? Are you
taking me to the Casino? Wi ch one
are we going to? |'ve al ways want ed
to watch that thing, you know, the
wat er show at the Bell agio..

GEORGE
(Laughi ng)
Alright, alright, catch your
breath. We will go wherever your
heart desires.

EXT. FOUNTAI NS OF BELLAG O - N GHT

Val eri e rocks out, mesnerized by the synchroni zed nusic and
| um nous water jets erupting fromthe man nmade | ake.

VALERI E
(Mesneri zed)
Ww, oh George this is so beautiful
and romantic. Thank you.

CGeorge watches Val erie enjoying every detail of the show.

GECRGE
(Happy)
My pl easure, are you ready for the
next fun... take ny hand baby,
let's go!

I NT. VWYNN CASI NO - NI GHT

CGeorge's driver pulls up to the Wnn, ushering themto the
door.

GECRGE
(Smles, Wnks)
Thanks Billy, ah, come get us
around 2am W are going to be here
for a while.

Ceorge |l eads the way, Valerie close behind, elegant in a
cocktail dress and high heels shimering under the
chandel i er above.

| NT. DELI LAH S RESTAURANT - NI GHT ( CONT' D)

At the end of dinner inside Delilah's, George hands Valerie
sone cash.

I NT. WYNN CASI NO - BLACKIJACK TABLE - NI GHT ( CONT' D)



GECRGE
(Sm | es)
Here is $500 for your first start
at the Bl ackjack table. Show ne
what you' ve got, baby.

Valerie steps up to a blackjack table. Places her bet of
$100. Her card cones up triple 7 and a burst of excitenent.
The Deal er signs off for a payout of $500 cash.

VALERI E
(Thrilled)
Ch yeah, baby! Look at that George,
you're ny lucky charm Let's drink
chanpagne!

On a hot streak Valerie hits a mnor jackpot and w ns
$2, 400. 00. They were plastered and having a great tine.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Hi ccups, Chuckl es)
Here you go, GCeorgie. | believe |
owe you $500 doll ars. Thank you.
What do you want to do now?

GEORGE

( Chuckl es)
Hey, wait a mnute. Is this all |I'm
gonna get? | should be getting
fifty percent out of that $2,400
pl us the $500, ah, let's see,
that's $2,900. |I've been counting.
Wait, wait, | nust be drunk. | am
drunk... you al so won $500 at the
Bl ackj ack table. So that's $3, 400!

VALERI E
(G ggling)
OCh yeah, so that's what you' ve been
doi ng, M. Coburn, huh... counting?
Well, if you want nore, you'll have
to catch nme first!

CGeorge stands still, tipsy and scratching his head. Valerie
skips off playfully and spins her way through crowds and
tabl es. George catches up to Valerie and pulls her in. He
cl oses the gap between them They stand | ocked.

GEORGE
(Chuckl es, Teasi ng)
So, now that |'ve caught you, what
shoul d we do about it? Are you
gonna hand over ny share, or...ah.



VALERI E
(Seducti ve)
No... no, but, | would rather give

you a kiss like this..

Valerie pulls himinto a hard kiss and George responds with
equal passion. The background crowd is annoyed by the
comotion and security lets it slide.

EXT. WVEDDI NG CEREMONY - DAY

Val eri e stands with her handsonme groom at a sinple cerenony
of fifty guests. Her nothers beamw th pride. Valerie | eaves
Ceorge's side and goes to her nothers.

VALERI E
(Teary)
Mons, please don't cry now, | don't
want us to redo our make-ups. |
want to thank you both for giving
me a wonderful life. | amvery
grateful. I |ove you guys so nuch.

Valerie wears a white off-shoulder gown fitted at the wai st
and falling to the floor, wth dianond chandelier earrings
and a five carat ring. George wears a light gray |linen suit,
white shirt, and matching silk necktie.

| NT. WVAEDDI NG RECEPTI ON - DAY (CONT' D)

Ceorge and Valerie share their first dance to "At Last." Her
nmot hers sit transfixed, staring at the beautiful couple.

GEORGE
(Wi spers)
Are you happy, ny love? | want you
to prom se ne to al ways enj oy
everything out of your life. WII
you prom se ne that?

Val eri e kept silent as she danced in Ceorge's arns.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - LABOR AND DELI VERY

A year later at the hospital, Valerie pushes through | abor
as they welcone their first son, ANDREW

| NT. COBURN HOMVE - NI GHT
CGeorge cones hone and kicks the front door behind him He

storms up the stairs and into the primry bedroom searching
for sonething and nmeki ng a racket.



GEORGE
(Agi tated)
Shit, where is it... danmt, why
can't | ever find what |I'm | ooking
for around here! It's always being
noved.

VALERI E

( Conf used)
Hey, honey, what's goi ng on? What
are you looking for? Can I help you
with it? Whatever you're | ooking
for, you don't have to make such
noi se, you al nost woke Andrew up.
D d sonet hi ng happen at the office?
CGeorge! Are you even listening to
me?

George sat in silence, ignoring Valerie' s questions.

GEORGE
(Di sgust ed)
Yeah, nothing, now forget it, go
back to whatever you were doing.

CGeorge glances at Valerie, and bolts down the stairs to
avoid her. Valerie trails behind, disnayed, at the base of
the stairs. The sound of George's car ignition driving away.

| NT. COBURN HOME - NI GHT ( CONT' D)

VALERI E
( Shout i ng)
VWhat did | do wong this tinme! I
don't understand you!

Valerie waits with tea in hand, eventually falling asleep as
she grips a baby nonitor.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - EVEN NG

A bl ack Mercedes parks behind a building. He unl ocks the
entrance with a key, wal ks toward a short hallway, and taps
lightly on the private door. Brenda opens the door and lets
Ceorge inside and waps her arns around his neck.

BRENDA
(Del i ght ed)
What took you so | ong, handsone,
|"ve m ssed you, |over..



GEORGE
(\Whi spers)
Yeah, |I'msorry, but I'mhere
now. .. cone here, stand in front of
me, undress yourself slowy, very
sl ow, yeah, that's it, turn around
and face. ..

| NT. COBURN HOME - EVEN NG

Hours | ater Ceorge returns hone. Exits the powder room and
spots Valerie asleep on the sofa. He wakes her. Valerie is
i medi ately startled by George's touch

VALERI E
(Startled, Angry)
VWat the hell is going on? Were
have you been? Pl ease don't touch
me, | don't like the way you snel !

Ceorge backs away in silence, not answering Valerie.

GEORGE
(Renor se)
Look, Val, | needed to think and |

took a wal k down the Malibu shores.
George sits, conmbing through his hair, exhaling.

GECRGE ( CONT' D)
(Cal m Tone)
Hey, I"msorry honey. | just had a
hard day, that's all, everything
will be alright. Can you forgive
this old man just this once?

Val eri e stays quiet, and noves away from George.

VALERI E
( Bot her ed)
| accept your apol ogy, but don't
let this shit happen again. |I'm
going to bed. You should take a
shower, GCeorge.

Two years later, Valerie, pregnant with their second child,
gives birth to another boy they nane COOPER Valerie and
George's tension grows until the nannies quit, pronpting
Valerie to call her nons. Valerie's nons |isten to her
situation and conpl ai nts.



VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Crying)
| can't do this anynore, | want a
divorce. | think he is having an
affair. Wth who? | don't know,
mom if | knewthat... | would go
and kick her ass and strangle her,
nmom My hornones are severe and |'m
angry all the tinme and havi ng nood
swings. | need your help until
can interview anot her nanny and
maybe a new housekeeper!

| NT. COBURN HOMVE - DAY (THREE YEARS LATER)

CGeorge wal ks into a royal welcone from Andrew, now four, and
two year old Cooper, who shower himw th drooling affection.

GEORGE
( Chuckl i ng)
Ch no, nonsters are com ng! Pl ease
don't eat ne. Mommy, cone here and
save ne, before | get eaten up
alive! Help ne, ahhhh!

Val erie stands to the side, watching her famly.

VALERI E
( Chuckl es)
Ch no, sorry, | can't help you
honey. I"'mtoo fat to roll around
w th you boys. |I'm eight nonths
preggo and those little nonsters
w Il have nme for supper

The little boys go wild enjoying their dad, who gives them
bot h horsey rides.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY ( CONT' D)

Ceorge and Valerie share a joyful nonment as they await their
third baby, the nonitor filling the roomw th the sound of
t he baby's heart beat.

VALERI E
(Labor Screans)
| don't want to do this anynore. |
don't, George! Chh, ny body can't
take it, | need sonething! Ow...
CGeorge, it's tine!



GEORGE
(Worried, Panics)
Ckay, okay, |'m pushing the button.
Yeah, we are ready, | nean ny wfe
is ready, she's pushing! Hurry up!

George held his wife through the pain and angui sh, wel com ng
t heir newborn daughter, MARGARET. Drained and trenbling,

Val eri e was swaddl ed in warm bl ankets while her OB worked
qui ckly to repair the damage. The nurses take the baby to
wash and exam ne. George holds Valerie's hand, the nurse
brings the baby to Valerie's chest.

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
(Enoti onal)
You are so beautiful and I | ove you
so nuch. And | ook at this beauty...
she is going to be gorgeous and
fierce like you, honey. I'll bet on
it. Three is a charm Val

VALERI E
( Chuckl es)
Wt hout a doubt, | agree. Hey doc,
are you done with nme down there?
Hopeful ly you repaired ne |like a
teenager again. | don't want this
guy leaving ne for a younger wonan!

| NT. RONALD REAGAN UCLA MEDI CAL CENTER - ONCOLOGY - DAY
( YEARS LATER)

An ol der George (72) holds Valerie's hand as they listen to
news fromtheir two oncol ogists. Valerie w pes her eyes and
George pulls her into a conforting hug.

| NT. COBURN HOME - PRESENT - DAY

VALERI E
(I'ntangi bl e)
When is this going to be over? |
need to get out of here. | don't
want to be here. Were are you?
What are you doi ng?

| NT. COBURN HOME - KI TCHEN - DAY ( CONT' D)
Val eri e hel ps her housekeeper, TANYA GONZALES, clean up.

Valerie's adult children approach the kitchen. Valerie's
cell phone texts tone alerts.



10.

VALERI E
(Texting)
There you are... wll have to text
you later, | promse. My kids are
about to be in the kitchen with ne.

Sorry.

ANDREW 29, is their firstborn son, tall, dark haired,
handsone, well spoken, a business degree in |aw. Analytical
and relentlessly logical, he approaches every situation with
a neasured, practical mnd.

ANDREW
(Wavi ng, Sm | i ng)
Mom | ooks good, Coop. She seens to
cope w t hout dad, but who knows...
she hides things fromus and hasn't
been reci procating.

COOPER, 27, is tall and slimwith dark blond hair and | ean
nmuscl e beneath a rocker's edge, his charismatic curly | ocks
framng a face that carries effortless style, a fitness
instructor. He wal ks beside his brother.

COOPER
(Agreed, Smling)
Yeah, agree to disagree, because
she al ways has been i ndependent. W
just have to keep an eye out.

Their sister, MARGARET, 25, trails behind her brothers.
Margaret is of average height, brown-haired, has a
curvaceous figure, a fierce-natured beauty, a no-nonsense
personality. Margaret owns a small European style boutique
that sells hats and accessories in Melrose.

| NT. COBURN HOVE - KI TCHEN - DAY ( CONT' D)

VALERI E
(Bel | ows)
Hey guys, Marge! Wat are you al
up to? Are you all getting ready to
| eave now too? Thank you for
hel pi ng out today with our guests.

Val eri e quickly drops her phone into her Hernes bag.

ANDREW
(Eager)
No, not yet, we wanted a chance to
catch up with you. How are you
doing? Is there anything we can do
for you? I'msorry, today nust have
( MORE)



11.

ANDREW ( CONT' D)
(Eager)

been ki nd of tough for you.
Grandmas are all gone, now Dad
Making small talk with Dad's old
friends, they were not very
friendly wth you back then. But at
least it was kind of themto cone
for Pop's famly. He didn't have
many friends left, and | think you
did a good job, nom It was nice
and sinple, a hunbling nenorial .

VALERI E
(Sniffles)
Thanks for saying that. It's fine,
that's life, as you know it.

Val erie grabs for her checkbook in her bag. She wites out
checks for them three thousand dol |l ars each.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Delightful)
Yes, it was lovely, wasn't it? Your
dad had a few good ones |left. Thank
you all. It would be nice if we
stayed cordial like this nore
often. | thought no one woul d
attend or care. But yeah, kids, |I'm
okay, just a bit tired now.

Valerie finishes witing out the checks. She hands one to
Andrew first.

ANDREW
(Surprised)
Mom what is this for? W all have
j obs, renenber? You don't need to
give us noney. It's kind of you,
but we are good. | can't take this
fromyou, right guys?

Andrew |l ays it down on the table then gl ances over and
lightly jabs Cooper's arm

COOPER
( Chuckl es)
Thank you, nmomma. | |ove you. |
needed this noney. | gotta go and

get sone stuff done for ny car. And
maybe a couple nore tattoos | have
been wanting to conpl ete.

Cooper snatches his check then lifts his gaze to the



ceiling,

t hanki ng God and hi s dad.

MARGARET

( Snar ky)
Hey bros, guys, you're getting
si detracked. And Coop, dude, nore
tatts? Really, you're still not
conpl ete? That's what you said | ast
time. What wll it be this tine?
It's never ending. Wiy don't you
and | invent sonething? Maybe we
could patent a drink or an
accessory for workout gear instead?
Wth all due respect, brother, you
spend too nuch tinme and noney on
that shit.

Andrew and Cooper shoot her a warning | ook.

COOPER

(Sar casm
Whoa! Little sister, you're
hilarious. What is up with you?
Don't forget I'molder than you
little girl. Wat's got into you,
huh? Yeah, yeah, maybe you're right
about inventing sonething together.
But you know what, | |ike what |
do. I"'mgood at it. You should cone
inand let nme train you. You need
to be nore toned up, and build sonme
muscl e. Now, stop, and pl ease | eave
nmy tatts al one, okay? They're very
cool . Besides, wonen always want to
touch ne. I'mthinking of putting
Dad on ny chest next. So yes, nom
pl ease keep the checks com ng
anyti ne.

Cooper wi nks at Margaret, who, in return, stays quiet,
crossed over her chest.

Val erie holds out the |last check to Margaret,

take it.

MARGARET
(Roll s Her Eyes)
VWat ever, bro... boring.

VALERI E
(Smling, Waiting)
Alright, settle down, you guys are
too funny.

12.

ar ne

who doesn't



13.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
What's the matter, Marg? Don't you
need it for rent? Please just take
it, alright? It would make ne feel
better that | can still care for
you kids, so hunor nme, wll you?

MARGARET

( Shout s)
Mom please just stop it! You are
bei ng ridiculous, we're not here to
di scuss noney matters. And why nust
you al ways assune that we want
nmoney whenever we are here? It's
insulting, and we're not kids
anynore, nom W are all grown
adul ts and have occupati ons,
besi des that, we are here for a
di fferent reason. W have rea
concerns about you.

Valerie's face goes still.

VALERI E

(Appal | ed)
Margaret! What's the matter with
you? I will not have you speak
rudely to ne. If it's not about
nmoney, what the hell has gotten
into you? What concerns do you al
have? Wiy do | suddenly feel |'mon
t he stand? What's happeni ng here?
VWhat did | do?

Andr ew breaks the awkwar dness between his sister and their
nmot her.

ANDREW

(Let down)
Hey, cone on now, |adies, why don't
we all take this to the living
room sit down, relax, a calm
| ogi cal conversation? | get it.
There has been a | ot of tension
between us, and it's tinme we tal ked
about our differences. Famly
matters. Alright?

COOPER
(Stays Cool)
Come on now | adies, let's take our
favorite spot and face each ot her,
because we care, right? Well, |
know | do.



| NT. COBURN HOMVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY (CONT' D)

14.

The three sit together. Valerie faces them al one, defiant,

fidgeting with her weddi ng rings.

VALERI E
(Unconf ortabl e)
Pl ease, let's get this over with, |
have to go sonewhere.

Val eri e closes her eyes, jaw tightening, and waits.

ANDREW
(Clears H's Throat)
Mom please don't feel that we are
attacki ng you. Because we are not.

VALERI E
(Eyes W deni ng)
Then what on earth can this be
about ? What crazy schene brought
this on, guys?

Her phone lights up with a rapid fire string of texts.

she can read t hem

ANDREW

(Anxi ous)
Mom this is just about catching up
with you. W want you to know we're
here for you. W know this is
difficult, it's been hard on us
too. I'msorry if we are nmaking you
feel unconfortable. But the three
of us think you should see
sonebody. A therapist who can help
you gai n sone perspective on your
new | i fe w thout Dad.

COOPER

(I'nterjects)
Mom Andrew is right. It's the best
suggestion and advice we can give
you. Jesus, who the hell keeps
texting you so nuch? Marge, you
have sonething to add here? I'm
sure you have a lot to get off your
chest .

He nudges his sister.

Only



MARGARET

(CGently)
Mom | respect you, but please
listen. You were nmarried to Dad for
along time, you were still in
col | ege when you had us, and relied
on him | agree with ny brothers,
and we want you to talk to soneone.
You don't need to feel wong about
this or be ashaned of that. If you
have any doubts about your life, |
think the therapy wll help, like
it hel ped nme. None of you knew, but
when Dad was in Hospice, | was
seeing a therapist. She hel ped ne
sort out my grief in advance. |
think it'll do you sone good, you
need to wake up every day and feel
a sense of purpose.

She gl ances at the phone still buzzing in Valerie's hand.

MARGARET ( CONT' D)
Ch ny god, who keeps nessagi ng you?
It's interrupting our tinme with
you. Can't you fucking shut it
down... it's him isn't it? Your
con artist boyfriend. Tell himto
stay away from you.

VALERI E
(Shocked)
What are you accusing nme of, having
a friend? That's none of your

busi ness.
VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Conflicted)
Regardi ng ny text nessages, | have
friends too, you know. And no, |
can't just shut it down. | don't
want to. Besides, | amthe
matriarch of this famly. | have
every right to do whatever in the
hell | want. For the nost part,

Margaret, it may have seened that
way, but your father relied
extensively on nme. He al so
constantly criticized me for ny
responsibilities here at hone. |
have a purpose inny life. I wll
al ways be a nother to you three.
Now that | amfree fromraising

( MORE)

15.



16.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Conflicted)
kids and being a wwfe, | enjoy ny
boring, independent |ife. No one
di ctates what | can do. Having two
wonen for parents, | finally fee
liberated. | resented them and I
resented your father, for never
understanding ne. | know who |I am
| don't want or need therapy. |
wi |l make my own deci sions, and ny
own choi ces.

Val erie stares at CGeorge's urn.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Ri ght now, what we need to focus on
is follow ng your father's w shes
and spreadi ng his ashes tonorrow.

MARGARET

(Deep Sighs)
Bef ore we spread Dad's ashes
tomorrow, | hope you have |istened
to our concerns and why we needed
this intervention. Mom who is this
guy Luke Li anyway? |Is he the one
who's been interrupting us today?
VWhat does he want from you? Were
did you neet him.. online, right?
Mom this is not good. You have no
i dea what this guy is up to. He
coul d be dangerous. |I'msorry, but
| know about himfromyour texts.
Why are you taking such a big risk?
| can't find himon social nedia.

VALERI E

(Enbarrassed)
Are you all spying on ne? How dare
you, Margaret. | will not be a
subj ect here today. Tonorrow we
wi |l do what your father asked,
above all else, and find a
menor abl e spot.

They all agree on the tine. Valerie's attention drifts back
to her phone, the nessages still com ng.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Uni nt erest ed)
| don't knowif we're finished
here, but I'd like to go.



17.

ANDREW
(Annoyed)
Hey nom did you hear what | said?
Are you taking us seriously,
not her ?

He repeats hinmself, gently but insistent, until she
sur f aces.

VALERI E
(Col dl y)
Sure, whatever you guys want. And
Andrew, | heard you. You should
know by now that | am very good
with multitasking.

She rises, drops her phone into her Birkin, and wal ks out,
| eaving the three of them speechl ess.

EXT. MALI BU MOUNTAINS - MORNI NG ( THE NEXT DAY)

A secl uded bl uff overl ooks the ocean, untouched, private for
the famly only. Valerie, dressed in black, holds George's
urn. Andrew and Cooper stand behind their nother. Margaret
takes her place at her side.

VALERI E

(Soft)
Ckay, let's start, shall we?
Ceorge, darling, here we are. Today
we' re honoring your wish, with our
beautiful famly we nade together
Thank you for everything, honey.
Fl'y high. God bl ess you.

She opens the urn, unties the plastic. Her hands shake. Ash
l[ifts into the w nd.

MARGARET
( Sobbi ng)
Mom let ne hold your purse. You're
spilling Daddy's ashes too soon!

You're doing it w ong!
Val eri e ignores Margaret and keeps scattering.

COOPER
( Def endi nQ)
It's fine, Marg. Monis got this.
Don't worry, baby sis, Pops is
happy.

Valerie's eyes blur, tears stream ng



18.

VALERI E
(Muttering)
| got this... George, as | let you
go, | renenber our first date. Oh
honey, we had the best tine, didn't
we... the life you gave ne, then
our kids. I amso lucky. | love you

forever, baby.

She hands the urn to Margaret, who holds it a nonment before
pouring out sone of the ashes.

MARGARET
(Enoti onal)
We | ove you so nuch, Daddy. We will
never forget you, | prom se. Thank
you, Daddy.

She passes the urn to her brothers. They take their turn,
hand it back to their nother to finish

ANDREW
(Sniffling)
Hey, Pops, don't worry, we'll | ook
after nom | |ove you, Dad, and
thank you for all the horsey rides.

COOPER

( Sobbi ng)
Ckay, Pops, you get goi ng now,
alright. Drewand I, we wll take
care of the ladies. No worries, and
Pops, nost of all, come visit us,
give us a signal. Yeah, | love
those horsey rides. I'll never
forget it when | slipped and you
caught me. | love you and | mss
you, Pops.

Val erie's hands are steady as she pours the |ast renmains.
The wind carries George's ashes cleanly away fromhis
famly. The four stand in silence. Andrew and Cooper w pe
their eyes and pull Margaret close as she cries. She hands
Cooper the enpty, hollow urn.

VALERI E
(Exhal es, Sm | es)
Ckay, tinme to go, ny loves. Let's
go drink and eat.

The three start back toward the cars. Val eri e hangs behi nd,
del i berately.
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ANDREW
(Cal l'i ng Back)
Hey nmom you okay? Do you need hel p
wi th your phone or sonething?

The four wal k away, Valerie deliberately |agging behind.
EXT. MEMORI AL SPOT - DAY ( CONT' D)

They gl ance back at Valerie, absorbed in her phone. Margaret
dabs at her face.

MARGARET
(Mortified)
Fuck this, nomis being an idiot,
and that's why we needed to
i ntervene and get her to her
appoi nt nent today!

ANDREW
(Worried)

Hey Marge, conme on. We'll get her
t here, okay, don't stress, you're
maki ng nme nervous. It's going to be
fine. I can't believe you found out
about mom's friend, what was this
guy's nane agai n? From soci al
medi a? This is crazy, Cooper. W
have to make sure to keep an eye on
this, alright bro?

COOPER
(Agr eei ng)
Luke Li, that's his nane. I'mwth
you, bro. | get it though, nom

wants a younger man. She married
Pops, who was way ol der than her
and now, well, you know... hey
Marge, wait up, we need to get nore
info. Qur little sister is

sonet hing el se. Well, good for her,
that little brat.

EXT. FAMLY PIER - DAY (CONT' D)

Val eri e keeps her eyes on her phone, scrolling through
messages from LUKE LI

LUKE LI
(Sarcastic)
You're finally free, Valerie, and
you can relax. Spend nore tinme with
me in bed and you don't need to
( MORE)
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LUKE LI (CONT' D)
(Sarcastic)
hi de us anynore. Wuldn't that be
ni ce?

Valerie lingers on her phone, waiting for nore, oblivious to
her famly waiting for her.

VALERI E

(Texting)
|"mcrazy in love wth you, and |
amreally excited to be with you
Luke. And yes, 1'd like to stay in
bed all day and play... Qops,
better go, ny three guardi an angels
are waiting and staring at ne with
daggers in their eyes.

She qui ckens her pace, still typing.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Ch, hey, one nore thing. | opened
t hat app account w th Coi nbase and
| deposited ten thousand. Are you
pl eased with that? Talk later, or
you can call ne.

LUKE LI
(Low Tone)
Yeah, baby, that's nice. | have a
hard on for you. | just want to
touch you all over until you scream

for nore.
| NT. LUKE' S TOWNHOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

An attractive 35 year old man, LUKE LI, draws Valerie into
his private social platformweeks ago. Weks turned into
nmont hs, his influence over her deepened, until the affair
becane real. Valerie lies nestled under his chin.

LUKE LI
( Chuckl es)
What woul d you |like to eat tonight
for an early dinner, besides nme?

Val erie props up on her elbow to |ook at his face.

VALERI E
(Sm ling)
Hmm it sounds delicious and
tenpting, you' re a great chef,
but... | can't. His condition has
( MORE)



VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Sm 1ing)
wor sened and | shoul d be nore
attenti ve now.

LUKE LI
(Col d)

| will not take no for an answer.
He's dying anyway. After you have
your way with nme you rush off?
Besi des, the weather's perfect and
| want to cook for us. Nowit's ny
turn, we'll have dinner together.

Luke's nercurial nmood sw ngs are insufferable.
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He pressures

her into his cryptocurrency schene, she refuses at first. He
goes cold until her husband passes, and she relents.

EXT. THE PIER - PRESENT - DAY

Valerie sits with her famly over lunch. Margaret studies

her nother from across the table.

COOPER
(Patting H s Abs)

Mom you ordered too nuch. | can't
eat anynore. W need to box this up
and donate it to a honel ess person
on the street. |'ve been seeing too
many |lately. It's gotten worse, so
this will feed sonebody's hunger.

He gets up and brings back food containers.

COOPER ( CONT' D)
( Bur pi ng)
Excuse ne. Man, this is a shane.
Mom pl ease don't order too much
out of boredom next tine.

Val erie is turned out, busy on her phone.

MARGARET

(Wi speri ng)
Andrew, just |look at her. This is
why we have to get her to the
appoi ntnent on tinme, ASAP. | hate
this, Drew. | feel like I'm
betrayi ng her privacy and rights.
We need to save her from herself.
Thi s has been going on way too
| ong.

EXT. THE PIER - DAY (CONT' D)
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Andrew checks his watch. He pays the bill.

ANDREW

( Snar ky)
Hey, Coop buddy, you al nost done?
Marg, let's help this kid out, he's
too slow and spilling everything.
Cooper, food goes inside the
container, watch closely. Hey nom
you ready?

COOPER
(Sm r ki ng)
Ha ha, very funny. | got it, man.
Yeah, thanks for the | ate help,
Mar gar et a
ANDREW

(I'nsistent)
Mom it's time to go. Let's get out
of here. W don't want to be | ate,
so just follow ny car. Stay off
your phone and stop texting, wll
you? Your boy toy can wait.

VALERI E
(G ddy)
Very funny, wait, let nme finish ny
Prosecco. |'"'ma great driver. |'ve
been driving since | was fifteen
years old. | insisted ny nothers
teach ne. |I'musing ny Bluetooth

hands-free for God's sake. But you
know, since |I've becone single
again, | have been getting a | ot of
proposal s. Hey, where are we goi ng
anyway ?

MARGARET
(Sm r ki ng)
You're recently w dowed, you should
refuse themall, nother

Val erie ignores Margaret's remark and wal ks off with the
boys, giving them her attention and avoi di ng Margaret.

VALERI E
(Scornful)
Margaret... | heard that, and your

opi nion. Please |eave it al one.
don't want another confrontation
about ny love life in public.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BLVD - DAY



Val erie drives through LA traffic, stealing glances at
herself in the visor mrror, nusic blasting.

| NT. MERCEDES - DRI VI NG - DAY
Her phone lights up with an incomng call.

VALERI E
(Surprised)
| was going to call you later
Well, it wouldn't have mattered, |
went to lunch with ny kids after
the scattering. What are you up to?
W were at the pier. It's a lovely

day.
LUKE (V. Q)
(Charm ng)
Yeah, | know, but | wanted to hear

your voice and didn't want to wait.
Val erie, you're beautiful and
smart, why would | stay away for

| ong? I ncredi bly sexy, but

stubborn. | amgrateful that you
are finally com ng around. Thank
you for opening an account. My cock
gets hard just thinking of you,

m ss you baby, that sweet tight box

of yours. | want to kiss you so
badly right now Cone here... drive
this way.

LUKE LI (V.0Q)
(Per suasi ve)

Were are you goi ng? Listen, just
drive here tonight, |I'mhone. |
want to di scuss sonme nore things
about our future. We should secure
it, wouldn't you like that,
Val eri e?

VALERI E
(Sel f - Consci ous)
| get so shy when you talk dirty to

me. | wll call you later, right
now I'mfollowng ny kids. They're
taking me sonewhere, |'mnot sure
wher e.

She turns the A/C up, flushed and unsettl ed.
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Biting Her Lip)
Luke, listen. | can't just drive to
you on a whim |'ve been thinking,
what if this is all a m stake? |
have to take care of ny famly,
they need ny support. W just had a
menorial for their father. And |I've
been having a secret affair with
you, and now you're talking about
the future. Don't you want soneone
your age? | think it's too soon to
tal k about this, it needs tine.

LUKE LI (V.0

(Ridi cul i ng)
What are you saying, Valerie? Stop
it, I can't listen to this crazy

tal k. What are you doing to us,

Val eri e? How much nore tinme do we
have to wait? This is beginning to
be a pointless conversation.
They're not kids, stop referring to
them as kids, they're grown adults.
They don't need their nomy
anynore, so focus on your own life.
| f you can't accept this, then we
have nothing. Do not toy with ny
feel i ngs.

Luke clicks off. Valerie's face falls.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Valerie's Mercedes glides to a stop next to Andrew s Tesl a,
musi ¢ pours out as the driver door flies open. Andrew rounds
the car and offers a hand. Cooper and Margaret hang back.
Margaret strides towards her, pointing at a building.

MARGARET
(Teary)
Hey nom this is the therapy center
we tal ked about. We made an
appoi ntment for you here today.

Val erie doesn't register the medical building | oomng behind
her.

VALERI E
(O fended, WMad)
You did what? | never agreed to an
appoi ntnent or to see a
psychi atrist today. Wat are you
guys tal king about? Oh ny god, why?
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EXT. PARKING LOT - (CONT' D)

The three siblings face their nother, apprehensive but
resol ved

MARGARET
(CGently)
Mom you're going to be fine. You
will like Dr. Sharon Johnson, |

apol ogi ze for doing this

i ntervention, but please do this
for us, we need you back. | have
been the toughest, and you have
every right to call your own shots,
but you nust be healthy about it,
and pi cking out a younger guy
online isn't |ike you.

COOPER
(Agr eei ng)
| feel genuinely the same, nommma.
You'l | be safe and have someone

prof essional to speak to. You're
not al one, we |ove you and support
you through this. | nmean, what if
it was one of us going through
sonet hing not normal ? You'd be al
over us.

Val erie can't di sagree but she can't bring herself to be
pl easant either.

VALERI E
(Furi ous)
How coul d | have been so blind,
don't understand any of you, why
woul d you guys turn on nme this way?
What did | do to deserve this?

told you, | don't want to go and
speak to a therapist. This is
surreal

Val erie | aunches into a small tirade then heads for her car,
aware of the public scene playing out around her.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Crying) _
| feel like a caged ani mal,
trapped. Al ny life |l was told
what to do and what not to do, and
now this is what you guys are doing
to ne too.

Andr ew, Cooper and Margaret stand rooted, defeated by her
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backl ash
ANDREW
(Hol di ng Her)
Mom stop, cone on... it'll be
alright, I prom se. Margaret knows
her well. Cone here, please stop

crying. Please don't get angry with
us. You' re okay.

Val eri e dabs her eyes, struggling to keep it together. After
a beat, she |lets Andrew gui de her back

VALERI E
(Enoti onal)
|"malright, don't worry, I'msorry
for becom ng undone. |'m proud of
you guys for standing up to ne and
getting this shindig together. |I'm
not angry, | prom se.

She gives Margaret a warm hug, then turns and wal ks toward
her sons with qui et resol ve.

MARGARET
(Teary)
Thank you, nommy. |'m proud of you.

| | ove you.

She gl ances back as she wal ks inside. Her boys hold their
sister in the mddle.

VALERI E
(To Herself)
They took charge. Ww, at |east |
did sonmething right, George.

| NT. THERAPI ST' S OFFI CE - DAY

Val erie sits across fromher therapist, their first session.
DR. SHARON JOHNSON, slim blond hair, soft voice, blue eyes,
anpl e bosom

VALERI E
(Defi ant)
Well, I'"'mhere. They tricked ne,
after we scattered their father's
ashes today, we had a nice lunch at
the pier, then wham [|'m here. |
guess, hello.



DR. SHARON JOHNSON

(Sm 1ing)
H, it's nice to neet you, Valerie.
How are you doi ng? | understand
that you feel Iike you have been
anbushed by your famly, but let's
not call it that. An intervention
is an inportant gesture and it's
comng froma |oving pl ace.

VALERI E
( Si ghi ng)
|"mdoing just fine. This is a
trial between you and ne, okay? I'm
doing this for them so they can
rest assured that | haven't cone
unhi nged.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON

(Brows Furrowed)
Ckay, if that's what you want. Wy
do you feel that they see you as
unhi nged, undone? Is there
sonet hing that you did out of
character? They intervened because
they | ove you, you're their nother.
This is why you are wlling to take
t hese steps.

Val erie shrugs and |lifts her gaze to the ceiling.

VALERI E
(Pensi ve)
Ceorge, their father, was sick for
a very long tine. | got used to it.

| started to want ny own identity,
my own life.

Dr. Johnson observes her new patient while making notes.

Valerie's eyes drift around the room bookshel ves,
certificates, a small plant on the w ndowsill.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Calm

Val erie, this is where you can
speak freely. That's how these
t her apy sessions work. Everything
we discuss is confidential, you're
safe. It is not shared wi th anyone,
i ncluding your famly. No one can
hear us. This building has thick
wal | s, good bones, unless you're
t hi nki ng of harm ng yourself.

franed
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VALERI E
(Sarcastic)

Well, that's not ny case. | |ike
mysel f, so you don't need to worry
about that.

DR. SHARON JCOHNSON
(Sm | es)
| amvery glad to hear that.

| NT. THERAPI ST'S OFFI CE - DAY ( CONT' D)

Stifled and reluctant, Valerie rests her head agai nst the
pill ows behind her.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Supportive)

Today, we work on getting to know
each other. | want you to feel
confortabl e tal ki ng about yourself,
so | can understand what you have
been going through. 1'd like to
di scuss your struggles, your
concerns about getting ol der, your
sex life, mdlife crisis, how | ong
were you married? And there are
three children?

Val erie buries her face in her hands.

VALERI E

( Si ghi ng)
Let me just stop this bullshit. |
have been having an affair with a
younger man that | nmet online. He
was j ust supposed to be a fantasy
boyfriend. It got conplicated and
we took it to another |evel.
Pursui ng hi mwas self | oathing on
my part, it only nmade things worse,
didn't fulfill anything in ny
heart. But the sex was hot and
exciting. It left me enptier than
was. | wanted to feel that
excitenment again, froma
passi onate, spontaneous | over.
don't know if it's ludicrous to
enjoy that. Luke is 35, attractive,
eager about life. He has this
quality |I can't describe, in
French... "je ne sais quoi," wth a
brilliant m nd. He gave ne what |
needed.
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Val erie rests her chin in her hand, transfi xed.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| know that | shoul d have never
gotten involved, it was shitty, but
| am al one. Wiy do | have to fee
ashanmed for it? Is it because | net
hi monline and Luke is nmuch

younger? Well, | married George and
he was si xteen years ol der, and why
was that okay? | |ike Luke, and he
wants nme to trust him Am| being
stupi d?

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Prof essional)
How does Luke make you feel now? Do
you |l ove hin? O does he know t hat
you're only using himfor sex?

VALERI E

(Confi dent)
That's a good question. Luke nakes
me feel sexy, confident, and bol d.
And yes, at first | thought only
about the sex part, but now |I' m not
too sure about that either. I am
falling in love wwth him | feel
optimstic about the future. But |
don't want to dwell on it.

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOMHOUSE - DAY

An upscal e t hree-bedroom bachel or t ownhouse, contenporary.
HAHN LI, "alias Luke," 6'1", handsone features, dark-haired
Asian man, 35 years old, enters the kitchen with his Jack
Russel|l Terrier DI, panting before he flops onto the cool
tiled floor. Sweat beads and slides down Hahn's ripped abs.
He cracks open a zero calorie drink, takes a swig, then
pours a small amount of water into DT's bowl . DT laps it up
eagerly, tail wagging.

HAHN LI

( Si ngapore Engli sh)
You' re such a good boy, DT. Slow
down, buddy, okay? | don't want you
vomting all over the clean floor
again. | have sone work to do.
Pl ease be a good dog, DTI. W can
play catch in a bit. Ckay buddy,
behave, no vom ting.

Hahn's conputers line the dining table. He cracks his
knuckl es, eyes scanning the bank. He leans into his nonitor,
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finger hovering over the keyboard, then dives into the code.

| NT. KITCHEN - AFTERNOON

HAHN LI
(D sappoi nt ed)
Where coul d she be? What does this
mean for us? |I'mgetting hungry,
DT, so I'"mgoing to make us
sonething to eat. How does that
sound?

DT wags his tail. Hahn yanks open the fridge, pulling out
crisp salad greens and neatly packed sashim cuts. He
snatches the renote, punches a button, and the room erupts
with K-pop beats. He takes a snapshot and sends it off to
Val eri e.

HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(Anxi ous)
Hey Valerie, I'mtrying you again,
pl ease answer. See the beautiful
[unch I made nysel f? |' mdi straught
when you avoi d ny nessages.

Hours pass. Hahn opens his cryptocurrency accounts, screens
glowng with charts and bal ances. He studies his Bitcoin
hol di ngs.

HAHN LI
(Frustrated)
It's four o' clock, where the fuck
are you, we need to tal k, renenber?

Hahn rakes inpatient fingers through his thick hair, then
pi cks up his phone and sends another text to Valerie.

HAHN LI
(Rest | ess)
We have an opportunity to seize,
this is a pivotal nonment for our
future.

Hahn grabs the burner phone and calls her nunmber. It rings
once then cuts to voicemail. He paces the roomrestlessly
before tossing the ball to DT. DT bounds after it.

HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
( Exasper at ed)
What's the point of bringing her
into this anyway? | should just use
my own noney, oh fuck! Valerie..
Val eri e.
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Hahn wal ks his dog DT past his townhouse one nore tine,
using the stroll as a distraction. He pulls out his phone
and calls.

VALERI E (V. Q)
(Surprised)
Hel | 0? Luke, how are you? | can't
believe you're calling ne after the
way you cut ne off.

Hahn's face twists in a silent cringe, he catches hinself,
straightens, and reins in his reaction.

HAHN LI
(Soundi ng Casual)
Hey, Val, yeah, it's nme again. |'ve
been texting and nessagi ng. Wat
the hell is going on? Wiy are you

ignoring nme? Are you angry with ne?
| have been thinking of us.

He forces hinself to stay calm

HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(St eadi er, Sighs)

You're a wi dow now and we can get
married. | want to care for you. |
need you to start taking back
control of your own life, and I
t hi nk you nust stop being
mani pul ated by your famly. | don't
like themfor that. | amhere for
you, you're not alone. | want you
to start thinking about it. | am
willing to give you that
commtnment, to care for you
Val erie, did you hear what | just
sai d? W can be successful
t oget her.

| NT. COBURN HOVE - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Val erie stays quiet, listening to Luke as he keeps talking.
HAHN LI (V. Q)

(Brows Furrowed)
Hey, are you there? Say sonething,

pl ease.
VALERI E
(Appr ehensi ve)
Yes, I'mhere. I'"msorry you caught
me off guard, that's all. You know

( MORE)



VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Appr ehensi ve)
that my famly will go against this
and wi Il have plenty to say to ne.
| went shopping and | thought 1'd
get back to you later. Wat's
wrong, you sound of fended. Do you
want me to drive to you?

HAHN LI (V.0Q)
(Pissed Of)
Is that all you can say? It's not
their life, it's yours, tell ne,
are they really going to be at your
bedsi de when you get ol der and
al one?

| NT. COBURN HOME - BEDROOM - NI GHT ( CONT' D)

Val eri e paces, phone in one hand, taking distracted sips
froma glass of w ne.

VALERI E

(Di sagreei ng)
Look, | love that you want to get
commtted, but it's unrealistic...
anyway | have nountai ns of
paperwork | have to get through
tonight. |'ve been neglecting to
work on it. Can we catch up later?
Do you want to come over by any
chance, Luke, we can tal k as much
as you want if you were here for a
change.

I NT. HAHN S TOMHOUSE - NI GHT

HAHN LI
(Furi ous)
No, | don't want to cone over
You'll just have to convince them
harder. | thought they knew about

us. You're stalling our
relationship, and I don't Iike
that, Valerie. | need a conm t nent
fromyou, and | too need to
concentrate on ny own |life and nove

onif you'reunwlling to
participate. | wanted you to |learn
about cryptocurrency. | want to

teach you howto invest in it and
start gromng with nme. No nore
worryi ng about cash, Valerie, don't
( MORE)
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HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(Furi ous)

you get it? You' re young enough to
see this into the future of digital
mning. But if you can't believe or
trust me, | wll stop being
involved with you. | don't want to
waste any nore tinme. You' re toying
with ny feelings.

Hahn hangs up. Valerie's face freezes, confused.
| NT. COBURN HOVE - BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Val eri e yanks her prescription glasses off and tosses them
onto the bed.

VALERI E
(Deeply Sighs)
VWhat the hell did | get nyself
i nto? You stupid woman! Argh, fuck
fuck!

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOANHOUSE - N GHT ( CONT' D)

Hahn sits on his white | eather couch, |aptop open on his
| ap. Hi s phone vi brates.

VALERI E (V. Q)

(Annoyed)
Hey Luke, please don't hang up on
me. It's rude, and I amtired of
your attitude. | |earned fromny
sons about cryptocurrency five
years ago, and even now, it's not
worth investing in. Wiy are you so
sure of this? They lost a |ot of
money. |'mjust skeptical about
sonething | cannot feel in ny hand.
| don't want to jeopardize what |
have. And just like that, it's easy
for you to tell me this, that's a
waste of tine. Ch, and by the way,
|"mnot toying with your feelings
as you do with m ne

HAHN LI
(Taunti ng)
Oh, so now | got your attention? |
see. I'msorry baby, you didn't

|l earn much. It's a volatile

busi ness. Don't be angry with ne,
Val. It's not wasted tine when you
( MORE)



HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(Taunti ng)
start acting like you really want
me. Instead of the hot and cold
excuses you give ne.

HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(Retorting)

|'"'msorry baby, your sons clearly
di d not know what they were doing.
They're amateurs, and |'m sure they
did not fully conprehend the
strategy. This is ny expertise. It
wasn't their thing, it was nerely
just a hobby for them Frankly,
this sounds insulting and it's
boring, Valerie.

| NT. COBURN HOME - BEDROOM - NI GHT

VALERI E
(Upset)
Luke, let me rem nd you that when
we first net, | told you what | was
| ooking for. | went into this

affair because | wanted a boyfriend
who coul d be passionate and
romantic, a | over who knows how to
have fun. Not about noney all the

tinme. | amfinancially stable, you
know that. Wiy would | want to buy
Bi tcoi ns anyway? | |ove the feel of
cash in ny hands. | don't

under st and your obsession with it.
Val erie takes a tissue and wi pes the tears on her cheeks.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Speaki ng Softly)
Vell, | said what | wanted to say.
| will go to bed and think about
what | amdoing with nmy |life, Luke.
| want to be with soneone who
shares ny passion.... Goodnight.

I NT. HAHN LI"S TOMHOUSE - NI GHT

HAHN LI
(Mani pul ative)
Wait, wait, I'mstill talking and
have nuch nore to say, Valerie. MWy
obsession is wth you, baby. I'm

yours, but | won't be just your boy
( MORE)

34.
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HAHN LI ( CONT' D)

(Mani pul ative)
toy. I want to be everything for
you. Is that what you want to hear,
Val erie? Now |listen, you can start
with a small investnment and watch
it grow. Tonorrow at your bank or
online, you nust transfer another
ten thousand i nto your Coi nbase
account. Your previous deposit is
not enough. | will show you how to
sell, buy and trade. | prom se you,
you won't regret this. It wll be
just you and ne, sexy nonma. |'m
texting you photos. | want us to
get married soon so we can start
our new life together. Here is
where | want to take you first,
then we can go and venture on our
honeynoon to Capri as well.

Val eri e's phone vi brates, photos of Geece, Santorini Island
and Capri .

VALERI E
(Deeply Sighs)

Alright, alright. Is this what
falling in love again feels |ike?
"Il take care of it tonorrow. 1've
al ways wanted to go there, and it's
beauti ful .

EXT. BANK - NEXT DAY

Valerie wires another ten grand into Coi nbase. Hahn wat ches
t he bal ance update and takes control. Across the grid Hahn
slips inlike he owms it.

I NT. HAHN S TOMHOUSE - DAY

HAHN LI
(Smling Happily)
Unbel i evabl e, she actually did it.
Good girl. ..

Hahn nmessages Val eri e.

HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
You have doubl ed your profits, |
w Il study which conpany to trade
or sell tonorrow. You have twenty
t housand and you will see the rise
when | choose for you. Inmagine if
you deposit 50K or even 100K nore.



| NT. COBURN HOME - DAY

Val erie hesitates, sonething's off. Luke's words echo,
the weight of his manipulation finally sinks in.

VALERI E
( Doubt f ul)
Shit, this is not right, sonething
is off. Wiy is everyone dead? Mons,
| really wish | could speak to one
of you, | regret not having been a

better daughter to you both. | need

gui dance from above... please.

36.

and

Valerie journals all the recent issues of Luke's behavior

and grow ng denmands,

| NT. THERAPY SESSI ON - DAY

Val eri e opens her

witten,

Val erie reads from her

VALERI E
( Depr essed)
| think Luke is beyond nme, and |I'm

di stancing nyself. | led himon. He

wanted to teach nme about investing
in cryptocurrency, and | thought it
was very stupid and odd. And it
angered him | kept ignoring al

the signs. Wshed | had known a
little sooner, before | got in too
deep.

DR SHARON JOHNSON
(Calm
Wiy are you bl am ng yoursel f,
Val erie? Did you do sonething to
hurt your relationship with Luke?

VALERI E
(Subdued)
| feel guilty and ashanmed. And |I'm
ol der and a widow. He is so
overwhel m ng and he can talk ne
into anything. | don't think I am
enough for him He has trouble

understanding ny way of life and ny

maturity. W will never see eye to
eye about anythi ng. However, he
visualizes a future with ne.

forcing herself to face it.

not ebook w th shaki ng hands.

not ebook, bracing herself to share what's
preparing to read it.



DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Curi ous)

Your feelings are conflicted. You
say you're in love with him but
you're "not enough." He wants you
to be nore subm ssive to his ways
or it's the highway. Carefully
listen to yourself, use your
instinct. Valerie, you are snart
and this is not nornmal behavior. If
you have serious doubts, why do you
continue associating yourself with
this guy? You al ways have a choi ce.

Val erie shrugs it off, deep in thought.

VALERI E

(Self-Pity)
VWhat ot her alternatives or choice
do I have, Doc? | don't want to
join those dating sites. It sounds
awful. | don't have a job, so |
started a small investnment with
him He wants to get married in
Greece, and have our honeynoon in
Capri, for God' s sake. It sounded
so tenpting, that | wanted to just
say, ah, fuck it, let's do it! It
sounds |like a teenager's dream But
it'"s ny reality, dysfunctional and
ridiculous. | feel stupid and crazy
for him

DR. SHARON JOHNSON

(Perceptive)
Li sten, you're very, very far from
bei ng stupid. And sonetines these
t hi ngs happen when you have
experienced trauma. W becone
vul nerable. So here, w pe your eyes
and bl ow your nose.

VALERI E
(Bl owi ng Her Nose)
Ckay, thank you... | don't know

what el se to say at the nonent.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Enpat heti c)
You're going to be okay. Relax and
breathe in and out slowy. That's
good, one nore tine...

| NT. THERAPY SESSI ON - DAY ( CONT' D)



DR, SHARON JOHNSON

(Concer ned Look)
Pl ease don't stop talking,

just making sonme snmall notes in ny
journal. Get it all out, whatever
it is you have been sitting on for

24 hours, Valerie.

38.

Dr. Johnson stops taking notes, studying Valerie. Pig
But chering crosses her mnd and it doesn't feel

She sees it now, a deliberate psychol ogi cal

con,

far fetched.
preyi ng on

| oneliness and desire. Valerie fits the profile precisely,
drawn in and fed on illusions of |ove and intimacy.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Wth Concern)

Val erie, | want you to be honest
wi th yourself. As your therapist, |
need to ask, has Luke ever asked
you for noney? You nentioned you
have a small investnment with hinf |
won't nmake any judgnents. Are you
okay with that? Are you hel ping him
with sonme kind of project? This
i nvestnment you nentioned, is it
i ncome generating?

VALERI E
(OQpens Up)
|"'ma real fool, aren't |, falling
for a con artist. | haven't heard

fromhim He's ignoring ny calls
and texts again...

Val eri e nods, confirmng the truth.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Sniffles)
| have behaved wildly and on an
impulse. My life is nessy. | had no

father figure, ny parents were
wonen. And | married a father
figure in George, and I mss him
I|"mangry with himfor letting ne
down! | was a good wife and | over.
He gave ne and our children a
beauti ful honme, nmade sure we had
financial stability. W were so in
| ove, | was young, wealthy, and
nai ve.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| wanted to have ny children early,
( MORE)



Val erie's
eyes.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
and he only wanted ne. | was happy
to be a wife, I knew he was havi ng
an on-and-off affair w th Brenda.
Wt hout her, | would never have net
George. During that time | felt |
owed her sonething. That was a big
m st ake and | shoul d have stood up
for my marriage, but | didn't.
George woul d have never divorced
me, | knew that. | have conprom sed
and sacrificed ny needs so that
George coul d be happy with hinself.
He had a sl ow growi ng prostate
cancer. It cut off our sex life. |
was worn out, depressed, angry and
lonely. | kept nyself preoccupied
with my children, gave nyself to
everyone' s needs but ny own. And as
for ny gorgeous young boyfriend
Luke, he did ask nme for noney. Not
a "project" per se, but an
i nvestnent in cryptocurrency.

session was ending, and Valerie was w ping her

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Deep Sigh)
Thank you for listening. |
under st and now what | nust do.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON
(Wth Advice)

Val erie, you did a good job in your
t herapy today. | want you to | eave
here with a clear conscience. You
are remarkabl e, stay strong and
stay true to yourself. You have
done a fantastic job providing and
rai sing your children. Yes, you
were young and it forced you to
grow up faster than nost wonen, and
you conprom sed yoursel f by keeping
George's infidelity secret. You
stayed healthy for the nost part,
but you held onto that resentnent

far too long. W'll work on that
next session... | believe George
knew. I'msure he did his own soul -

searching, and | admre you even
more for it. There aren't too nmany
wonen left with your kind of

( MORE)

39.



40.

DR. SHARON JOHNSON ( CONT' D)
(Wth Advice)
strength and patience. Valerie,
pl ease be careful wth Luke.

| NT. COBURN HOME - BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Val erie decides to go out for the evening, talking loudly to
hersel f.

VALERI E
(Picking Qut d othes)
Let's see where | end up tonight. |
need to hear sone nusic, ah, | know
just the place.

| NT. COBURN HOVE - BEDROOM - EVEN NG ( CONT' D)

Val erie decides to go to the Belair Cocktail Lounge. Valerie
stands hal f-naked before the full length mrror, cupping her
breasts, then sliding her hands down to her flat stonach.
She studies her reflection, steps closer, and traces the
fine lines. She steps into the walk-in closet and yanks
stacks of clothes off the hangers.

Val erie's phone vibrates with an incom ng text.

VALERI E
( Cont enpl at es)
Here we go... M. Yo Yo, | really
don't want to answer you right now.

In her black dress she slides into her car, seatbelt clicks
across her chest. She tosses her phone onto the passenger
seat. lgnition turns on, she shifts into reverse and backs
out. Her phone vibrates again, disrupting her concentration.
She stops m dway out and grabs the phone. It reads:

HAHN LI
(Unr eadabl e)
Hel | o dear, Val, where are you? |
have texted you maybe twel ve tines.
Pl ease baby, call or text back,
al right.

| NT. | NSI DE MERCEDES - EVEN NG

Val eri e responds to Hahn's nessages.

VALERI E
(Deep Sighs)
You know | hate it when you call ne
"dear." | want to see you, Luke.

( MORE)
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Deep Sighs)
I"'mtired of the hide and seek you
pl ay, and your text nessages. \Were
have you been, you have ignored nme
wi t hout expl anati on.

Valerie waits. The Mercedes ignition starts up.

HAHN LI

(Aggr avat ed)
And here we go again, after | said
we should get married you |eft
cold. Your resistance is futile.
Your actions, being stubborn...
you're sinply being a selfish
bitch! I do not want a hard-headed
woman who constantly questions ny
nmotives and good intentions!

VALERI E

(I'nfuriated)
| have been willing to do
everything you wanted ne to do, and
you have ny noney now, you're
saying | am a stubborn bitch? Wo
the hell do you think you are? | am
not a child. | should drive there
now, and we can discuss this in
person |ike adults, and be civil
wi t hout calling nme nanes.

HAHN LI
(Stern, Cunning)
No, no, dear, not tonight. | have

too nmuch work.

VALERI E

( Fl abber gast ed)
What wor k, busy scanm ng ot her
wonen? Huh, Luke? Wy are you
puni shing me? | thought you | oved
me. Alright then, go to hell. |
don't care anynore, and this is a
m stake. Don't contact ne ever
again or I wll turn you in.

Valerie clicks off the call, stress and mani pul ati on getting
the better of her. Her phone keeps vibrating.

HAHN LI
(Col d, Cal cul ati ng)
What the fuck is wong wth you? If
( MORE)
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HAHN LI ( CONT' D)
(Col d, Cal cul ati ng)

you' re going to be reluctant about
everyt hing and deny nme what | need
and want fromyou, then there is a
broken trust between you and I. |
don't want or need this shit from
you! Find a jackass, and get the
fuck out of here!

EXT. VALERI E' S DRI VEWAY - NI GHT

Val eri e unbuckl es, and shuts off the ignition. She runs back
i nsi de her house straight to George's bed, once shared. She
flops down on it crying in vain, clutching his pillows to
her chest.

VALERI E

(Hear t br oken)
Oh... Ceorge, how could | have been
so stupid and selfish? Wiy did you
have to die? You were supposed to
be with me and our kids. |I'mso
sorry, honey. Please, please
forgi ve ne.

Valerie pulls herself together, w ping her face, reapplying
her makeup, straightening her clothes.

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOMHOUSE - EVEN NG

Hahn Li runs on the treadm ||, eyes fixated on his Android
device in front of him

| NT. BELAIR BAR JAZZ LOUNGE - N GHT
Val erie stands by the bar ordering a drink. She takes a sip

of her Cosnopolitan, then slides onto a bar stool, the gl ass
resting lightly in her hand.

VALERI E
(Whi spers To Herself)
Never again will | be fooled. Fuck

you, Luke.

Her eyes close for a nonent as she noves to the rhythm even
in her sadness, Valerie's beauty outshines it all. An
attractive gentl eman approaches the bar and | eans besi de
her.

STRANGER
(Charm ng, Accented)
Hello there... you are absolutely
( MORE)
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STRANGER ( CONT' D)
(Charm ng, Accented)
gorgeous, are you alone? Can you
cone to ny roomso we can talk,
dear, and have a drink together? O
we can just talk. | would like to
get to know you

Val eri e goes sullen. She slides off the bar stool, stands
tall facing the stranger.

VALERI E

(Uni npressed)
Hm |'mnot inpressed. Wat did
you just call nme... "dear"? |Is that
t he best you can cone up with? This
is your excuse to talk to nme? Look,
|"mnot a prostitute, asshole.
Excuse ne, thanks for making ne
feel shitty.

Val erie gul ps the last of her Cosnopolitan and wal ks away.

STRANGER
(Cool)
Wul d you like, ah... can | buy you
anot her, you look like you need it.

Val eri e gives no response. The stranger watches as she tilts
her head back to finish her drink, his voice cutting through
t he noi se, capturing her attention.

VALERI E
Pl ease don't follow nme. You
shoul dn't assume |I'm al one and ask
me questions. O |I'll call the
police. Goodbye.

The stranger bows his head.

GC LEE
(Speaks | n Korean)

GC LEE speaking in Korean, softly into his wist watch.

Transl ation: "Foll ow her and nmake sure she gets hone safely.
She's a bit drunk and pissed off."

I NT. GAM NG STORE - SEQUL, KOREA - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

GC LEE, in his early 50's, a General Comm ssioner from South
Korea, a high ranking detective, attractive, 6 feet tall, a
Kendo expert in martial arts, speaks English, well educated.
GC Lee bunps into an old friend Kim Choi at a gam ng store.
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Kim Choi was a nenber of the ROK Special Forces Brigades.
Ki m Choi was divorced, m d-50s, and had adult children.

KIM CHO
(Chuckling, In Korean)
Yoj eum deul - eo i nsaeng- eseo mwonga

sael oun il-eul haebogo sipdaneun

saeng-gag-i kkeunh-i m eobs-

i deul eoyo.
Transl ation: "Yeah, | have been feeling relentless to do
sonething else with my life. | refuse to get old and weary.

"Il be retiring by next year and would like to start dating
again, a sexy, beautiful woman. How about you buddy, what
have you been up to? Oh, and you |l ook really good, still so
attractive. Howis your little girl?"

| NT. GC LEE HOME - SOUTH KOREA - NI GHT

Lee sits restless at his desk, the weight of an unsol ved
mur der case pressing on him A day later, he calls Ki mChoi
and offers hima job. Lee and Ki m have been tracking a
wanted fugitive from South Korea, Hahn Li, a crimna
operating under nmultiple aliases. The only alias they know
for certain is LUKE LI. The case has led themto Los

Angel es, California.

| NT. BELAI R BAR - PRESENT - EVEN NG

KIM CHO
(Seri ous)
Sir, she's leaving. Okay, | wll
foll ow her.
Kim Choi listens to his instructions and follows Val eri e,

drives w thout being noticed.
| NT. COBURN HOVE - EVEN NG

Val eri e eases her car into the driveway, brakes squealing.
She exits the car carrying her shoes. Valerie slans the
door, arns the alarm system staggering down the hall to her
bedroom exhausted, collapsing onto the bed w thout
bothering to undress. Valerie's phone vibrates inside her
purse. Ten nmessages from Hahn.

VALERI E
(Muttering)
| don't understand why you are
i ncredi bly possessed with ne, Luke.

a nonent of weakness she reaches for her phone and begins
t

In
to text.



VALERI E ( CONT' D)
( Dr unk)
Hell o... what do you want? Stop
texting ne.

Hahn nmessages Valerie back in mlliseconds.

HAHN LI
( Conni vi nQg)
Are you okay? Wiere were you? |
have nmessaged you several tines,
but you ignored all of them What
are you doi ng? Are you with soneone
on a date? Answer ne!

VALERI E
(Nonchal ant)

| went out to a friend' s birthday
party. Wiy do you need to know?
We're over, aren't we? Now | just
want to sleep. Ch, and by the way,
what's with the ten nessages? Get
over nme...

HAHN LI

(Possessi ve)
Were you out with another man? Are
you fucking around? Wiy do you
think I tried so nuch to reach you?
Because |'msinply bored, is that
it? Maybe because | |ove you,
perhaps | should just stop. Is that
what you want, Valerie, tell ne!

Luke's jealousy is excessive, his nood shifts nercurial,
behavi or vicious, unsettling. Valerie is enotionally
drai ned, worn down by his abuse.

VALERI E
(Surrendering)
No, | don't want that, |I'msorry
Luke. | care about you and I m ss

you.
| NT. THERAPY SESSI ON - MORNI NG

Valerie's face is puffy and swoll en, eyes bl oodshot from
crying, skin flushed fromliquor.

VALERI E
(Di stressed)
Luke is a conmpulsive liar, | was
wrong about him He was so great
( MORE)

45.



VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Di stressed)

when we first got together. |

all the warning signs. | thought
coul d change him by | oving him

DR, JOHNSON
( Concer ned)

46.

saw

Val erie, do you think Luke was only

after your noney?

VALERI E
(Hesi tating)

| am ashaned to admt that he
| think
it's nore than just ny noney. There
i s sonet hing nore about Luke that |

probably intended it, but

saw.

DR JOHNSON
(Observi ng)

Val erie, you nmust pay attention to
your inner voice. Your choices were
m sled by lust. You are in control,
and it wll enpower you. Once you
do that, you can stand up agai nst

him This guy, Luke, is hiding
sonething. Valerie, are you in

danger ?
VALERI E
(Bl'i nki ng Back Tears)
|"msorry Sharon, | need to get out
of here.

Val erie stands fromthe sofa and storns out. Dr. Johnson

abruptly freezes.

DR, SHARON JOHNSON

(Worried)

Val eri e, see you soon, okay, please

remenber you can al so cal

EXT. MEDI CAL BUI LDI NG PARKI NG LOT -

nme!

DAY

Val erie steps out of the nedical building, wping her eyes.
Val erie wal ks toward her car. A man | eans against a bl ack
Cadi | | ac nearby. She watches him wary. Her hand touches the

door, it unlocks with a soft click

VALERI E
(Sm r ki ng)

Have we net? You look famliar.

( MORE)

Ahl



47.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Sm r ki ng)
you're the guy I called an asshol e
at the bar. Am1 right? Are you
stal king me, mster? What do you

want ?
GC LEE
(Clearing H s Throat)
That was an interesting night. I'm

sorry for how that neeting went.
Qur first introduction, it was
unusual . You nmust have had a bad
feeling about me after that. It was
a way in to capture your attention.

GC Lee introduces hinself and presents his identification
and badge.

GC LEE
(Si ncere)
You can just call me Lee. | need to
speak with you regarding a case we
are investigating. Please get in so
we can speak privately, you are
safe in ny car.

Val erie continues to exam ne his badge. She hesitates to get
into his tinted-wi ndow Cadill ac.

VALERI E
(Pl easant)
|"msorry about the nanme calling. |
hate being called "dear." | was
triggered, and | was on ny second
cocktail. I don't often go out on a

date with nyself. Wiy are you here?
It's a long way from Sout h Korea.

GC Lee wal ks to the passenger side and opens the door for
Val eri e.

GC LEE
(Persistent)
Pl ease get in, it's alright, and I
will conpletely divulge all the
information that we' re working on,
and why we're here in Los Angel es.
You can trust ne and ny team

Val eri e wal ks over to the open door and gets in.

I NT. INSIDE GC LEE'S CADI LLAC - DAY
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Valerie sits inside a cop car. She folds her hands together
i n confusion.

GC LEE

(Cal m Accented)
We have been following a fugitive
for several nonths, but we | ost
sight of him Then it led us to you
and your famly. My teamand | are
working with the help of the Los
Angel es Police Departnment. W are
tracking a man naned Hahn Li, a
fugitive and a crimnal whose alias

is Luke Li.
Valerie's face goes still, her expression tightening with
di sconfort as she struggles to hold her conposure.
VALERI E
( Dunbf ounded)

Am 1 in trouble? Should I call ny
attorney? | need hel p understandi ng
what's going on. | don't understand
any of this.

GC LEE

(Unr eadabl e Face)
No, you do not. You did not do
anyt hi ng wong, M. Coburn. My team
is listening to our conversation.
W will drive to our |ocation, and
you wi Il neet everyone there.
Pl ease buckl e your seatbelt, and we
will drive you back to your car
after your briefing.

EXT. MEDI CAL BUI LDI NG LOT - DAY
GC Lee's teamsits inside a white van, listening intently.

GC LEE
(Authoritative)
Hey guys, | amwth Ms. Coburn and
we are heading toward you now. See
you all for the introduction.
Thanks guys.

KIM CHO , PATRI CK NEAL, LAPD Task Force, and LI SA PARK, LAPD
Techni cal Engi neer.

PATRI CK NEAL
(Polite)
Yes sir, understood. W'll be
headi ng back.
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EXT. THE MOTHERSHI P - DAY

Lee turns into a famliar nei ghborhood as a gate slides open
to reveal a small house and driveway, then cl oses
automatically, parallel to Hahn Li's three-bedroom

t ownhouse. Lee kills the engine, scans, then sw ngs the door
open and ushers Valerie inside wthout a word.

| NT. THE MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY

The living roomserves as the central operation hub, tables
packed with conputer setups, papers and files, headsets,
canmeras scattered throughout, handguns and rifles |eft
openly exposed. GC Lee introduces the agents, his team

VALERI E
(Agi tated)
Look... what am | really doing here

and how am | going to be able to
help with this matter?

Val erie's presence gives the operation the green |ight,
everyt hing noves. Everyone around her noves quickly to their
stations.

GC LEE
(Anxi ous, Patient)
Pl ease follow nme to ny corner and |

will grab a chair for you. I'm
sorry, it's a ness in here. I'll be
ri ght back.

Lee wal ks away to get a chair.

GC Lee's perspective of Valerie Coburn: a beautiful, well-
educated woman who is a recent wi dow, wealthy, friendly,
vul ner abl e.

VALERI E
(Unconvi nced)
How do you know that you have the
right guy? It's a popular nanme in
Asi an countries.

GC LEE
( Convi nci ng)
We have the right guy, Valerie. |I'm
sorry, we have Hahn Li, aka Luke
Li .

Lee | eads Valerie over to Lisa Park's table. Lisa hits the
keyboard, the screens show a bird's eye view of Hahn's
interior. Valerie watches in silence then covers her nouth
to keep from scream ng



50.

VALERI E
(Gasped, Tears Up)
Yes, that's him OCh ny god. That's
him his voice, his dog. Oh, what
have | done?

Hahn wi nds up and hurls the ball across the room DT bolts
after it, paws skidding, his eyes stay | ocked on his phone,
thunb scrolling as DT disappears into the kitchen.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Betrayed, Angry)

| feel sick to ny stomach. Al
these nonths, while you all sat
here, you knew who he was and you
did nothing? You continued to spy
on him and on ne? I was with him
two tinmes in that house three
mont hs ago! Did you spy on us in
t he bedroom too? And you did
nothing to stop this guy, a
crimnal. | feel violated. Were
was ny protection then? You let him
get his way with ne.

GC Lee's face falls, defeated. Valerie's outburst, raw and
hysterical, |eaves everyone stunned. She turns and wal ks
away, scanning the hallway for a bathroom

LI SA PARK
(O fering Enpathy)
Ms. Coburn, I'Il take you. Pl ease

followne. It's right down this
hal | way and the second door to your
left.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - BATHROOM - DAY

Lisa leads Valerie into the hallway. Valerie sits on the
closed toilet seat, head bowed in despair. After a |long
nmoment she pushes herself up, steps to the sink and spl ashes
water on her face. In the mrror her reflection hardens, an
epi ¢ reckoni ng of Luke's betrayal.

VALERI E
(Tal ks To Herself)
How coul d you fuck up this big?
Al right, enough self pity. Let's go
and face the firing squad.

Val erie returns to the living room face clean, deneanor
calm she noves with a quiet, self-conposed certainty.
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LI SA PARK

(Low Voi ce)
Hey guys, heads up, Coburn is
wal ki ng back in. Hope she is doing
better, and frankly, | can't blane
her for the shock that this is
causing in her life. That asshol e
psychopath used her and tried to
t ake her noney.

In the background, Patrick and Kimwait, eyes fixed on the
hal | way, expecting GC Lee to resurface. The nonent Valerie
steps back into the room GC Lee reappears beside her.

VALERI E
(Soft Tone)
Hey everyone, | want to apol ogi ze
to all of you for the inadequate
accusations and outbursts | threw

| will help however | can, Lee.
al so want to tell you everything
fromthe start. I want himto pay

for his crines. One request is that
nmy famly is kept safe and well
protected. | cannot jeopardize
their safety during this operation.
They al ready suspect that | was
having an affair with a guy naned
Luke. My daughter saw his nane on
nmy phone during ny husband's
menorial. |I'msure she did sone

di gging of her own. |, of course,
had to deny it. Luke and | have not
seen each other in weeks, he
refuses to get together unless I
continue to do what he wants from
me. We only communi cate through
texting now.

Patrick nmutters under his breath fromthe back, his voice
tight with irritation, and Kim Choi turns just enough to
catch it.

KIM CHO
(Sm rks)
Yeah, | agree, whatever it is, ny
friend, | support you.
VALERI E

(Eager And Anxi ous)
So what's the plan, and how w I | |
be able to help in this?

GC Lee's face turns relieved.



GC pauses

I NT. THE

Ki m Choi
Lee and h

GC LEE

(Straightforward)
We have seen you cone to the
t ownhouse on those two occasi ons,
and we did not have canera
surveill ance inside his bedroom at
that tinme. We respected your
privacy and had to be careful with
himthen. He was not a threat to
you.

bef ore he conti nues.

GC LEE (CONT' D)
Hahn realized he could not persuade
or pressure you into investing nore
nmoney into his cryptocurrency
busi ness. You becane a chal |l enge
for him so he banned you from
com ng over. He never expected that
you woul d ever turn himdown. The
account you opened is frozen. He
hacked into it the mnute you
deposited the first ten thousand
dollars, and the next. W bugged
his place and now his bedroom W
al so had a tracking device attached
to his car. A few days |ater he
sold his Porsche. And we think he
was on to us, or it was just pure
| uck. W needed to be sure of
Hahn's notive with you. This
m ssion was to extract himaquietly,
but you got caught in the m ddle.
And he seened to have fallen in
love with you. W had to wait to be
sure about your own intention.

MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY ( CONT' D)
VALERI E
(Uneasy)
If 1 had only known sooner, | would

have saved nyself fromthis ordea
and the msery with this guy. Thank
you for your help. Do you have
coffee or sonething with caffeine?

returns and serves a tray of pastry and coff ee.

is team begin to surround her so they can be

present for the questioning.

52.



GC LEE

(Subt 1 e)
Val erie, how did you get involved
wi th Hahn Li? Where did you first
nmeet ? Were you introduced by a
friend? I know that this is awkward
and unconfortable, but | nust ask.
We were not successful accessing
Hahn's social nedia. That's when
Li sa found out he was using aliases
and was hard to trace.

VALERI E

(Voi ce Cracking)
| first got involved with Luke on
social nedia, he privately nessaged
me through his own platform |
remenber himsaying that it was his
own that he created. After three
months | got to know him better. |
thought | was in |ove. This
happened when ny husband's ill ness
wor sened and | was in depression.
He was a nice, attractive guy, and
kept nme conpany through my grief. |
didn't know his state of m nd. Luke
psychol ogi cal | y mani pul at ed ny
downfall and used that to his
advantage. | was an enotional weck
when ny husband di ed and he knew
that. He said that our age
di fference did not define a woman.
He was romantic and sweet at tines,
but wanted to control ne. He even
proposed and wanted to get married
right away. He wanted ne to invest
my noney into cryptocurrency, and
buying Bitcoins! | consistently
refused and opposed it. This is
what got himso furious at nme. But
| ended up openi ng an account on
Coi nbase and deposited that noney
you know about. | stopped
communi cating with him The ot her
night after | got honme from Belair,
he nessaged ne ten tines, and
accused ne of being w th another
man. He verbal |y abuses ne.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
He puni shes ne and he is cruel.
started to see a psychiatrist. My
famly intervened, when Margaret
( MORE)
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
found out. That's when it hit ne
how | ucky I am What did he do? Wy
are you chasi ng hinf?

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - ( CONT' D)

GC LEE
(Caut i ous)
Val erie, we want to nake sure you
and your famly are safe from him
And that you conpletely understand
how serious this is.

GC Lee and his teamlisten intently.

GC LEE (CONT' D)
He is very dangerous. Did you ever
tell himyou were seeing a
t herapi st? Has he ever seen your
chi |l dren?

Valerie's face freezes and she casts her gaze to the floor.

VALERI E

(Fear Sets In)
No, never. Unless he was stal king
me all this tinme. Ch god, this is a
ni ght mare. He questions ne whenever
| don't respond to himright away.
He berates nme in his nessages. | do
invite himoccasionally to conme
over to ny house but he always nade
excuses. Now | know why.

GC Lee, aware of Valerie's disconfort. The team speaks in
| ow voi ces while they watch the fugitive.

GC LEE
(Warm Sm | e)
Do you want to take a break, | know
how exhausting this is.

I NT. HAHN S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY ( CONT' D)

Hahn paces the living room then he reaches into his
sweat pants and pulls out his phone.

PATRI CK NEAL
(Hei ght ened Voi ce)
Ckay, he looks like he's about to
make a call. Let's turn it up
Li sa, GC
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The team lunges for their headsets, Lisa drops into her
chair, hands flying across the audio board, two m croscopic
caneras snap into position, |ocked tight onto Hahn.

LI SA PARK
(Boasti ng)
Yep, | got him Man, this guy is
unbear abl e, okay, visuals and audio
are clear, folKks.

Hahn settles into a white | eather couch. Across the room
Patrick gives a subtle signal to GC Lee. The phone buzzes
agai nst the desk. Valerie jolts, eyes snapping up, CGC Lee
stands over her. Three hi-def nonitors, angled, |ocked on
Hahn Li live, feeds, data streans, surveill ance.

GC LEE
(I'nstructing)
Pl ease answer, you will be okay, we
are here with you, act natural. Be
sweet and understandi ng... please.

VALERI E
(Rel uct ant)
| don't want to answer this, Lee,
pl ease, can we just ignore it? I
don't want to speak to him |I'm
afraid... insufferable, cold, a
hypocrite.

Lee scribbles quick notes on a sheet of paper. Valerie
follows his | ead then answers her phone, speaking to Hahn.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Voi ce Quivers)
Hell o there. How are you? It's been

a while. Hey, you nust finally be
tired of text nessaging. | like
this, when you call ne instead.
|"ve always |iked your voice, and |

m ss you, Luke, very nuch.

Val eri e keeps the charade going, every word and gesture
calibrated to sell the lie.

HAHN LI
(Monot one)
H, beautiful. I'mfine, and you?
What have you been doing while |'ve
been away? | hope you are not stil
angry with ne.



| NT. HAHN

Val erie |

in real
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VALERI E
(I'nterrupts)
Ah, what do you nean? Am | stil

angry with you? As | recall, Luke,
you said to get the fuck out of
here. So | did just that. | didn't

know you went away. Were did you
go of f to?

HAHN LI
(Wi spers)
| renmenber that, baby... | amsorry

for my bad behavior. Never m nd
about what | said, okay? You know
can't live wthout you, Valerie, ny
stubborn little bunny. Let nme make
it up to you

S TOWNHOUSE ( CONT' D)

stens, eyes |ocked on the nonitor, talk unraveling
me. Valerie's face flushes, biting her lower |ip.

HAHN LI (V. Q)
(Seducti ve)
Hey baby, | have an idea, why don't
you cone over tonight? | mss you
and your sexy body, and I am so

hungry for you, Valerie. | can't
t hi nk of anything el se but your
scent. | want to nake |ove to you

and after your satisfaction, |'l]
cook for us. W can work on our

i nvestnment, staying naked in bed
together all night. My cock gets
hard thinking of you, Valerie, I'm
wai ti ng.

VALERI E
(Coughs, Chuckl es)
Ch ny god, Luke, tonight? No,

can't, | have been unwell and
trying to get better froma bad
cold. I"'msorry, but today |

started to feel better. How about
tomorrow around | unchtine? I woul d

be nore prepared. | hope tonorrow
is okay wwth you, if you agree then
it's a date. |I'm 1l ooking forward,

"1l see you then. Bye Luke.
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HAHN LI (V. Q)

(Sm r ki ng)
Well, I don't like that you can't
cone tonight, but | don't have a
choice, so it's a date, baby.
Actually, why do you need to
prepare, you are too beautiful,
don't overdo it. Bye.

Val erie clicks off, snatches a bottle of water and drains it
fiercely. The teamrenoves their headsets, as Hahn strips
naked and di sappears into his bathroom

GC LEE
(Straight-Faced)
Alright, gather in. Tine to
reassess our plans into action.

VALERI E
(Fl ust ered)
Ch god, what do I do now? What do
do. I'msorry.

GC LEE

(Clearing H s Throat)
He is very dangerous, and cunni ng,
Val erie. W have been trying to
catch this |loser for two years.
Hahn Li is a top priority, and so
is your safety. He's been hiding,
and blending in well with the young
Asi an community of Los Angeles. He
i s good-1ooking, charismati c,
charm ng, a masterm nd mani pul at or.
But he made one m stake, and that
was falling for you, Valerie, and
you are his greatest obsession.

GC Lee prepares to disclose the nurder case.

GC LEE (CONT' D)
(Reporting)

Hahn Li murdered his roonmate,
Robert Ono. The two were culprits
of crimnal activity together. They
targeted weal thy m ddl e-aged wonen
and nen, especially w dowed wonen.
Through sex and mani pul ati on, they
gained their victinms' trust, they
had access into their bank accounts
while they were inside their hones.
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GC LEE ( CONT' D)
The two were handsone, clever
gi gol os. One day, Robert becane
j eal ous and greedy. Their operation
crunbl ed when they got into a
drunken brawi. We think it has
sonething to do with how Hahn split
their shares. Forensic
i nvestigation shows that a fight
broke out in the kitchen. Hahn
knocked Robert onto the kitchen
i sland table. Hahn becane furious,
grabbed a knife fromthe knife
bl ock, and stabbed Robert as he
| aunched at him Robert was stabbed
multiple times in the neck and
body. Robert's bl oody body fell
onto the kitchen carpet.

I NT. HAHN LI'S APARTMENT - SOUTH KOREA - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

ROBERT
(Struggl es To Breathe)
Pl ease, help ne... don't kill ne,
"1l give you everything... |I'm

sorry.

ROBERT ( CONT' D)

(GQurgling, Dying)
You won't get away....

Hahn stands over Robert's bl ood covered body. Sweat streans
down his face, mxing wwth the splatter.

HAHN LI
(Eeri e Laugh)
Now go and tell the authorities,
you asshol e!

Hahn exits fast, never realizing Robert is still breathing.
ROBERT
(Barely Audible)
Hel p... please help... Hahn Li,
he... I'mdying, please hurry.

Robert is found dead, clutching his phone in one hand. He
never finished his |ast word.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY ( CONT' D)
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GC LEE (V. Q)

( Conpassi onat e)
| arrived along wth several police
officers at the crinme scene. W
found Robert Ono brutally stabbed.
We searched the | uxury apartnent
| eased to a Hahn Li. There were no
photos of famly anywhere, or a
photo of Hahn Li. | carefully went
t hrough Robert Ono's phone.

Lee unzips the body bag. He lifts Robert's eyelid, Face ID
catches, unl ocks. GC Lee scrolls, graphic imges flash by.
He stops on a single photo, a fit, tall Asian man, coifed

dark hair and piercing eyes, standing apart, observing.

GC LEE (V.0Q)
(Talks Into H s Watch)
Here he is, one picture, just one.
He shoul d not be hard to find. W
need to contact other friends or
clients... find his passport.

The photo hits, Hahn Li, a fugitive crimnal, wanted. Hahn
Li's photo slides across the check-in counter to TSA
Screens flicker, data pulls up, passport info, flight |ogs.
Oficers flag Li as TSA scans arrivals. On screen, Hahn L
booked and departed. Flight to Los Angeles, a |ead of three
hours. GC Lee is al ready noving.

EXT. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNI A - MORNI NG

Two days later GC Lee and Kim Choi land in Los Angeles. Wth
the LAPD Chi ef's cooperation they assenble a tight, snal
unit. A break cones froma | ease agreenent signed "Luke Li."
They wiretap Hahn Li's three bedroom townhouse in Larchnont.
He holds no credit cards, no traceable bank accounts. He
operates off the grid, deep in the dark web.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - PRESENT - DAY ( CONT' D)

GC LEE

(I'ntense)
We saw sone of your photos on his
ol d social nedia account, before it
becane private, an account he
created just for the two of you.
H s photo was real but his nane is
an alias. W have been follow ng
and tracking you, ensuring that we
cover all grounds to protect you
and your famly. What we need from
you is to help us set a trap for
( MORE)



GC LEE (CONT' D)
(I'ntense)
capture. It's your choice, and if
you choose to cooperate in this
m ssion, we would want you to
conti nue your relationship.

Val erie | ocks eyes with GC Lee, weighing the options he's
of fering.

VALERI E
(Furrowed Brows)
| don't knowif | can do this, |I'm
afraid, | don't want himtouching
me. Please give ne a nonent. | have

to plan to tell nmy famly I'm going
up to Carnel or sonething. Alright,
let's do this. I'"'monly doing this
because Hahn should pay for his
crinmes. And for Robert Ono, though
he wasn't innocent either.

Rel i eved voices fromthe back, fromhis team

GC LEE

(Nods Hi s Head)
W w il prepare you in the norning.
Pl ease be here by 7:00am W w |
go over the details and finalize
our actions. The gate w ||
automatically open up for you, and
Patrick wll park your car. Thank
you, Valerie, we all thank you.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY ( CONT' D)

VALERI E
(Curi ous)
So why now? | nean, why didn't you
guys arrest himthen, you had him
all this time. | just can't
under st and how you coul d | ose him

GC LEE

(Retorted)
W were on track, but it got
conplicated when you started a
relationship with him The
intermssion allowed us to nove in
cl oser. When we saw Hahn sl ow down,
waiting for you, wanting you to
give up your entire life and your
famly, we believe he was using you
( MORE)
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GC LEE ( CONT' D)

(Retorted)
as a shield, and maybe as | everage
eventually. It bought us tinme and
opportunity to approach you, hoping
you woul d cooperate. My team and
the Los Angeles PD cane to this
conclusion with ne.

VALERI E
(Agr eei ng)
| amonly choosing to cooperate and
hel p because he should pay for his
crimes, though | know that | amthe
bait. I'mtaking a risk, but I owe
it to nyself.

A tentative bond begins to form between Valerie and GC Lee.

GC LEE
(Seri ous)
Valerie, this operation is to
extract Hahn Li... it wll be
danger ous.
VALERI E
(Si ghi ng Deeply)
Yeah... | know, he's enptionally a

tricky guy, and scary at tinmes. But
| believe he loves ne |ike no other
beside his nother. It's

psychological. It's a risk I'm
willing to take to bring himto
justice. Ckay Lee, | need to get

out of here. See you guys in the
nor ni ng and thank you for
under st andi ng ne.

The Mot hership team waves their hands for goodbyes.
| NT. CADI LLAC COP CAR - AFTERNOON

GC Lee and Valerie drive in silence. He parks next to her
Mer cedes, steps out and opens her door.

VALERI E
(Sm ling)
Thank you. This is where it all
began. Maybe after all this is over
you can buy ne anot her dri nk.
Crazy, right?



GC LEE
(Smal I Chuckl e)
Yes. A redo at the bar. Valerie,
pl ease drive safely hone, | wll
foll ow you to make sure before
hit the highway back. Thank you for
t oday, and for tonorrow. Bye.

I NT. VALERI E'S HOVE - EVEN NG

Val erie calls a Zoom neeting with Andrew, Cooper, and
Mar gar et .

VALERI E
(Pl easant)
H , where is Cooper? | wanted to
see you three. I'mletting you guys
know I' m going out of town for a
few days. I'll be driving up to
Carnmel. Dad and | loved it up
there. 1'lIl text when | get there
or sonet hi ng.
MARGARET
(Sm | es)

For sure, nom.. that's great

mommy, it sounds fun, make sure you
bundl e up, it's a bit chilly. Coop
had clients, he is working | ate
tonight until 11:00pm Maybe you
can text himlater. Are you going
al one?

VALERI E

(Sm ling)
| am WMarg, and maybe call a couple
of friends and see who has tine for
me. I'll see how | feel about it. I
hate gossip, frankly I m ght just
want to be al one and reflect,
nmedi tate and do yoga. Maybe the
four of us can go on a vacation to

Italy.
ANDREW
( Chuckl es)
Yeah, we get that. Thanks for
letting us know, nom | w Il check

on Tanya around Friday, and yeah,
don't worry about Cooper, we w ||

| et himknow your itinerary. But

pl ease text himthough. Margaret is
keepi ng hi m busy besi des getting

( MORE)
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ANDREW ( CONT' D)
( Chuckl es)
nore tatts. | would [ ove that, us
going to Italy together.

Val erie | aughs with her famly, hiding the dread of the cal
she has to nmake next.

| NT. COBURN HOME - BEDROOM - NI GHT

VALERI E
(Raspy Voi ce)
Luke, I wll be there around
| unchtinme tonorrow, confirmng our
date said earlier. | am prepping

for bed so | can make that drive
over to you, okay? | can't wait to
see you. | can't wait to see you

HAHN LI (V.QO)
(D sappoi nt ed)
Alright, then | wll stop hoping
t hat you changed your m nd about
tonight and I will stop waiting for

you. | am di sappoi nted. But get
sonme rest now | wll see you
tomorrow. | | ove you, Valerie.

Luke's face falls in disapproval, he conbs through his hair.
Anot her call from Valerie.

VALERI E
(Low Toned Voi ce)
Luke, are you angry with me? If you

are, please don't be. I'll be fine
by tomorrow. | can't wait to see
you, it has been a while. | stil

| ove you too. Please don't be
di sappoi nt ed.

Luke's face hardens.

HAHN LI (V.QO)
(I'nsol ent)
| don't like being rejected. |I'm
di sappointed, but I wll get over
it. Alright, get sone rest.

VALERI E
( Si ghi ng)
I|"'mnot feeling well and | have no
bad intention. I'msorry you feel
this way. | wll see you tonorrow,
goodni ght .
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| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - N GHT

Surveillance on Valerie's phone wi nds down. Hahn, al one,
expl odes, tenper flaring the nonent he hangs up with
Val eri e.

PATRI CK NEAL
( Chuckl es)
Yeah! Jackass, | know what you'l
be doing in there, you selfish
nmot her fucker. That guy has issues.

The team huddl es before nightfall, coordinating and preppi ng
for Operation Valerie.

GC LEE
(Appr ehensi ve, Concer ned)
Ah... shit. This is such a big
risk, to put her in this position.
But she knew this and accepted to
hel p this operation. She's
cour ageous, and... admrable.

Lisa's, Patrick's and Kinls expressions show they know Lee's
worries about Valerie. Months of tailing her have nade it
cl ear.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - MORNI NG

Valerie arrives on tine. The gate slans shut behind her car.
Patrick steers her car into the garage. Valerie steps out in
a formfitting dress, beige heels, every detail deliberate.

KIM CHO
(Sm 1ing)
Good norning, Ms. Coburn. | have
coffee and pastries ready. Go help
yoursel f, please.

VALERI E
(Pleasantly Sm | es)
Thank you, M. Kim | need it.
You're very kind. | am kind of
hungry.

LI SA PARK

(Conpl i menti ng)
You | ook good, Ms. Coburn. Hope you
got sone sleep. That dress is
perfect. Wien GC arrives, we wll
go over the details once nore,
okay? He is on his way now,
probably stuck in traffic.
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GC Lee enters. Aripple of greeting noves through the room
Hi s gaze finds Valerie, he just nods.

VALERI E
(Nervously Sm | es)
Ch, | didn't realize he doesn't

live here. | feel alittle jittery,
it must be ny nerves.

LI SA PARK
(Concentrating)
No, he has to stay near LAPD
downt own.

Li sa | eaves. GC Lee heads over to Valerie.

GC LEE
( Concer ned)
Good norning, Valerie, did you
sleep well? Is there anything you
want to ask ne? | know this is not
easy, going into the lion's den.

Renmenber, we'll be watching and
Iistening. Act natural, stay cool.
We'll be noving in closer to

apprehend and arrest Hahn for good.
You can start up a conversation
about Bitcoin, you' ve actually been
studying it, and he's right,
especially now that stocks and

Bi t coin have skyrocketed. Don't be
too eager, keep it steady. Lisa
will wire you from behind your bra,
you'll be in close proximty with
Hahn. Placing it in front could

hi nder the volune from hugs, etc.

GC LEE (CONT' D)
We need to hear everything closely
and prepare to nove in. W w |
foll ow you everywhere in the house
fromthe screen nonitor. Are you

okay?
VALERI E
(Anxi ous)
|'ve been better. |'m okay. Thank
you for asking. |I'mjust nervous

and want to get this over wth.
had to lie to ny famly, Lee. |
feel super shitty about it. Being
close to himagain, it will bring
back too many nenories of ny

( MORE)



VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Anxi ous)
failures. | don't want to renmenber,
but |I'm here.

GC LEE
(Casually Sm | es)
No, Valerie, this is not a failure.
Hahn is a master mani pul at or.

Pl ease don't say this, | don't see
a failure... be fair and be kind to
yoursel f.

Lisa catches Valerie's attention and signals for her.
Val erie pulls her eyes away from Lee.

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - KI TCHEN - DAY

66.

Val eri e perches on a high kitchen stool, dress splayed w de,
bl ack | ace bra exposed. Lisa works fast, wires snake from
t he device, tape anchoring to Valerie's mdriff. She clips

the final lead to the bra, steady and preci se.
GC Lee steps in, oblivious to the scene.

GC LEE
(Turns Away)
Oh, I'msorry, please excuse mne,
| adi es. | thought Ms. Coburn was
ready. Yell to nme when you're done!

VALERI E
(Fl ust ered)
It's alright, 1'mcovered, for
Christ's sake.

Val eri e covers her breasts, breath tight. Lee steps out,

tracks himall the way to the door, silent, unreadable.

LI SA PARK
(Chuckling Softly)
My boss is a fine gentleman
underneath that stern face, is a
real nice man. A d school, but
t ol erabl e.

I NT. HAHN S TOMHOUSE - DAY

Valerie pulls up to Hahn's townhouse. She steps out and

she

noves toward the entrance carefully. Hahn | eans agai nst the

doorway, watching her.
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HAHN LI
(Snol dering Voi ce)

H! Do you need help, little | ady?
Here, take ny hand, right this way.
Baby, you're all dressed up for ne.
Ww, you | ook so beautiful, as
al wvays. Cone here, | want to hug
you, it's been a while, oh I |ove
the way you snell.

Val eri e awkwardly hugs Hahn.

VALERI E
(G ggl es Nervously)
| know, | seemto always need hel p.
And | |love getting dressed up
especially for you.

HAHN LI
(Sm ling)
Thank you, | like that. |I've m ssed
you very nuch, Valerie.

EXT. TOWHOUSE - DAY ( CONT' D)
Hahn | eads Valerie in and | ooks her over.

HAHN LI

(Wtty)
Ri ght this way, baby. Do you
remenber what this place | ooks
i ke? You look a bit different,
pale, but you're still beautiful as
ever. Are you still feeling sick? I
made | unch for us, or | can just
make you tea.

VALERI E
( Nervous)
A cup of tea will be lovely. Thank
you, darling.

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOANHOUSE - DAY ( CONT' D)

HAHN LI
(Char m ng)
Ckay, stay here, baby. Sit down,
and nake yourself confortable. |'l
be right back with your tea, nadam

Valerie sits on the white | eather sofa, hidden caneras roll,
live, to the Mothership. Hahn enters with a tray, a perfect
gentl eman, every nove calibrated. The Mthership sees and
hears.



I NT. MOTHERSH P HOUSE - TEAM - DAY

GC Lee watches as he and the team gear

He serves

VALERI E
(Varm y)
Oh, here, let ne help you, Luke.
Thank you, what a beautiful tray.

her a cup of tea. Valerie takes it and sips.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(Tensed)
Mm this is so good. Wat is it? |
| ove the sweet taste of honey
lemon. It makes ne feel better
al ready. What do you want to talk
about... Bitcoin? O do you want to
tal k about us?

Val erie steers the conversation to noney, buying tine,
guestion at a tine.

HAHN LI
(Touchi ng Her Lips)
Shhh, don't speak, | know you want

to tal k about everything, but all
want to do is look at you and hold
you for a while, okay? | have

m ssed you, Valerie.

VALERI E
(Uneasy)
Ckay, it's just that you have been
gone, no words, and | didn't know
if you were serious about getting
married in G eece.

68.

up for extraction.

one

Cl osing the distance, Hahn takes the cup from her hand and

sets it down on the table. Hahn ki sses her neck, places

Val erie's hand near his crotch. She w thdraws gently.

HAHN LI
(Probing, Smles)
Let me freshen our tea, which has
gotten cold. 1'Il be right back
baby, so hang on. Then we can talk
about anything you want, alright...

Several mnutes go by, Valerie remains seated on the white
| eat her couch, watching closely.

I NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY
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GC Lee and team watch the feed. Hahn returns with fresh

brew, | eans close and whi spers sonethi ng i naudi bl e.

| NT. HAHN S TOWNHOUSE ( CONT' D)

HAHN LI
(Taunting, Presses On)
Why is your account frozen?

VALERI E
(Caught Of Cuard)
What do you nmean? Because you went
MA, | put a hold, not freeze.
didn't think it would be frozen.
Let's go in and find out why...

Val eri e holds her cup agai nst her nouth, sipping, holding

hi s gaze.
HAHN LI
(Sinister Smle)
It's alright, 1'Il check it out
again, maybe a glitch in the
system

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM ( CONT' D)

GC Lee and his team check all weapons and shi el ds,

bust down t he townhouse door.

| NT. HAHN S TOWNHOUSE ( CONT' D)

ready to

Val eri e breaks Luke's spell and stands. He pulls her back.

VALERI E
(Conpel | i ng)
| need to use the restroom | had
too much tea, darling, and I'll be

ri ght back. And we need to get back
to tal king about ny investnent with
you. It's down that way, right?

HAHN LI
(Seducti ve)
Hurry back, okay, please. |I'm eager

to be with you.

I NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY

GC Lee and his team begin to nove out, they' ve m ssed that

Hahn swiftly follows Valerie.

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOMHOUSE - DAY
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Val eri e staggers toward the bathroom || eaning against the
wal | for support, the club drug MOLLY Hahn slipped into her
tea has taken hol d.

VALERI E
(Di soriented)
Oh shit, where is the fucking
bat hroon?? Ch nmy god, what's
happening to ne, Luke!

Val erie m sjudges the turn, m ssing the bathroom she's
drifting toward the bedroom i nstead.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

(G ggling) _
Luke, oops, | can't find the
bathroom .. did | have too nuch to
dri nk?

He grabs her hips. Hahn catches her before she falls.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(I'mobi | i zed)
Ah, thank you for saving ne...

Hahn takes advantage of her condition, pulling her in and

ki ssing her. Valerie, delirious and nentally foggy,

reci procates w thout awareness or control. He lifts her into
his arnms, kicks the door open, carries her to his bed, and

| ays her down.

| NT. HAHN S BEDROOM - DAY ( CONT' D)

VALERI E
(Gaspi ng, Mdans)
Mmm ahh, ohh, Luke, Luke, cone
her e.

Hahn strips off his shirt, unzips her dress, pulling it
down. Rips her bottom garnent. Drugged and barely consci ous,
she hangs in his grip.

HAHN LI
(Aroused)
Val erie, Valerie, slow down baby.
I|"mright here... ahh.

Val eri e grabs Hahn, pulls himcloser, her hands roam ng over
hi s abs before slipping beneath, inside his waistband. The
muf fl ed sounds of two people having sex drift through the
room
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VALERI E
(Moaning I n Pl easure)
Come here, don't go, don't stop.

The drug overwhel ns Val erie's body, she goes slack, her mnd
slipping further out of reach. Hahn feels sonething is off.
He finds a small m crophone hidden in her runpled dress. His
deneanor snaps, he yanks Valerie up, then slanms her back
down. What follows is violent and nonconsensual, an assault.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Scream ng)
Pl ease stop hurting ne. Hel p! Hel p!
No! Stop it, Luke!

HAHN LI
(Violent, Enraged)
No one can hear you! Scream all you
want. Tell nme, who are you working
w th? Who wired you? Wake up

bitch! I"'ma fool, and to think
| oved you! You keep betraying ne! |
hat e you! You fucking whore! |I'm

going to kill you. Is that what you
want, huh?

Hahn grips her throat, pinning her down. He rapes her.
Val erie strains to push himoff, but she can't nove,
paral yzed, tears rolling silently.

VALERI E
(Gaspi ng, Coughs)
No, Luke, please don't hurt ne.

He rel eases her, draws a syringe fromhis pocket, and noves
back on top of Valerie.

HAHN LI
(Furi ous)
Look at me! Wiy?... Wy!

VALERI E
(Gasping For Air)
Luke, please, let go of ne, you're
hurting nme. Pl ease stop, please.
You don't under st and.

HAHN LI
(Beyond Qutrage)
How coul d you do this to nme? Wy?
| oved you! Tell ne the truth!

Hahn's eyes burn wth rage, hot breath over her face,
Val eri e barely consci ous, he crushes his nouth to hers then
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drives a syringe into her thigh.

VALERI E
(Small Cry)
Luke, Luke, please don't go, stay
with me, don't hurt ne... please.

Hahn packs in a frenzy, |aptops, clothes, a box of
ammunition all shoved into a |large duffel. He tucks a gun
into the back of his waistband. DT barks uncontrollably from
his crate.

I NT. MOTHERSHI P - TEAM - DAY

GC Lee stops and shouts for Lisa to turn up the audio, the
team makes their nove toward the townhouse.

GC LEE
(Horrified)
Hey, turn that up! No, no, this is
not supposed to happen! Let's nove
out now. Go! Go! Now! Fuck! Fuck
t hat fucking asshol e!

EXT. TOMHOUSE STREET - DAY ( CONT' D)

GC and his teamsprint toward Hahn Li's townhouse, weapons
drawn. Patrick and Kimsplit off as GC and Lisa head
straight for the front door.

PATRI CK NEAL

(Shouti ng)
Let's go, let's go! Kim take the
back! 1'Il go around the other

house.
GC Lee calls for patrol backup
EXT. THE ALLEY - DAY

Hahn Li bolts into the alley, cuts the corner. Ki m Choi
tackles him they slaminto a brutal fight, Kimlanding
martial arts blows to Hahn's face. Hahn draws a G ock and
shoots Kimtw ce.

KIM CHO
(I'n Agony)
You son of a bitch

Agent Kimdrops to the ground, Hahn Li keeps running to his
escape car. Patrick reaches the alley, finds Kim Choi down
and cl anps his hands over the wounds. Patrick calls for
backup, shouting into his mc. Signal 36.
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PATRI CK NEAL
( Shout i ng)
Hel p, 10-13! O ficer down, officer
down! Cone on man, hang on. Look at
me, Choi. You' re our badass. Ckay,
stay with ne, buddy. Stay with ne.

Patrick keeps pressure on Choi's wounds as sirens grow
| ouder.

I NT. HAHN LI'S TOMHOUSE - DAY

GC LEE
(Panti ng)
Ah shit! That fucking fucker!

GC and Lisa take Hahn's doorway down, guns drawn. Shots pop
nearby, Patrick calls for backup, sirens rise, and a dog
barks furiously. Lee storns the bedroom kicks the door
open, finds Valerie notionless. He covers her then checks
her pul se.

GC LEE
(Rel i eved)
Lisa! Valerie is unconscious and
alive! Cone on Valerie, wake up.
l"msorry. I"mhere, |I'mhere.

Gun drawn, Lisa sweeps the kitchen and garage, kicking doors
open, until she calls it clear.

LI SA PARK
(Breat hi ng Hard)
Ah, poor puppy, hang on DT, we wll
figure sonething out, okay? Shhhh,
you' re okay.

LI SA PARK
( Shout i ng)
Al clear, and all the conputers
are gone, oh god, he left his dog
behind, i1t's still in his crate,
t hat asshole! | cal med hi m down, he
was scar ed.

The anbul ance arrives and EMIs work to revive unconscious
Val erie while GC Lee presses the energency nedical techs for
answers.

EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECH
(Prof essional)
Ms. Coburn needs to be seen by a
doctor and exami ned. She is heavily
( MORE)
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EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECH ( CONT' D)

(Prof essional)
drugged, and she's a rape victim
She's slowy com ng back, but we
don't know what drugs he injected
her with. She needs to be exam ned
and have bl ood drawn to determ ne
the drugs in her system She needs
to be nonitored properly overnight,
hoping she is not internally
har med.

Valerie stirs, dazed, one slow blink, then she focuses.
VALERI E

(Confused, Hysterical)
Pl ease, Lee, don't let themtake

me. | don't want to go, and | don't
want to be exam ned. | don't want
to be an experinment at the
hospital! I'"malright.

Val eri e fades out beneath the IV drip.

GC LEE
(Conforting)
|"msorry, Valerie. W nust have
you checked out. Ckay, | wll
acconpany you and wait for you.
Just take it easy. | will be right
here, I won't |eave you al one.

GC Lee stays close to Valerie, watchful and protective. GC
tells Patrick and Lisa he's follow ng the anbul ance and
stayi ng overni ght, checking on Kim Choi, and to take the
Jack Russell back to the Mot hership.

| NT. COBURN HOVE - DAY AFTER - AFTERNOON
Val erie comes hone with GC Lee, battered and devast at ed,

whil e police patrols flood the nei ghborhood. Lee wal ks in
and out of every room nmeking sure it's safe.

VALERI E
(Di shevel ed)
Lee, if you don't mnd, | would
like to be alone. | think you can
leave nme, and I'll be fine. | wll

go straight to bed, okay? You need
to rest too. Thank you again for
staying with nme. Does ny famly
know what happened? Pl ease, | don't
want any of themto know about this
( MORE)
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Di shevel ed)
horrible incident. Oh, before |
forget, where is DI? Did you keep
him Lee? | think I remenber asking
you to keep him I'msorry, maybe |
was dreamng it.

Valerie |l eads Lee to the front door, dazed and i ncoherent.

GC LEE

(Persistent)
Val erie, you were not dream ng. W
are taking good care of himat the
Mot her shi p, until you get stronger.
Pl ease, don't forget to lock this
door when | go, okay? Hey, listen
to nme, please.

Lee brushes her hand gently, and Valerie's gaze finds his
agai n.

GC LEE ( CONT' D)

(Worried)
Val eri e, you know that Hahn is
still out there sonmewhere. | have

patrol cars in the back and in the
front. Call me for anything, it

doesn't matter what tine... or if
you want sone conpany, | can stay
here.

GC Lee turns to | eave and Valerie follows, hugs himat the
door, it lingers. Lee steps into the driveway, |ocks eyes
with two officers assigned to watch.

| NT. COBURN HOME - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Valerie lies staring at the ceiling. She rises, noves to the
bat hroom turns the tap, water gushes into the tub. Back to
t he bedroom she grabs her |aptop, a glass of w ne, returns.
Her robe slips from her shoulders, pools on the tile. She
steps in and sinks into the bath.

VALERI E
(Rel axed)
Ah, this feels so nice. Al

al one. ..
Val erie closes her eyes, they snap open, she grabs the
| aptop, the screen flares, illum nating her unreadable
expr essi on.

EXT. STREET - DAWN
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Valerie slips out the front door unseen. Ditching the two
cops asleep, she rolls her luggage down the street, quiet.
An Uber idles ahead. She gets in.

VALERI E
(Whi spering To Hersel f)
Yeah, right, just like I thought.
Asl eep at their job. Onh Lee, |I'm
sorry.

EXT. LAX I NTL. Al RPORT - MORNI NG

Val erie boards First Class. At sunrise, Lee discovers
Val erie took off, left hima sweet note, and traces her
phone. Patrol cops | ook exhausted and apol ogeti c.

| NT. ATHENS, GREECE - ONE DAY AFTER - DAY

Valerie arrives at Athens International Airport, her
exhaustion reflected in the taxi's window. She waits at the
ferry port heading towards Santorini Island with other
tourists.

VALERI E
(Mutters To Herself)
Toget her, forever, yeah right. Wat
a shit show that was, Luke, a
fucki ng di sappoi ntnent, a disaster.

Val erie sits alone in sungl asses, a scarf over her hair
whi pping in the wind. She stares strai ght ahead, stoic and
fearl ess.

EXT. SANTORI NI, GREECE - HOTEL - DAY

Val erie arrives on Santorini and steps into her room She
t hrows open every w ndow and door to the private terrace,
where a small pool overl ooks the endl ess sea.

VALERI E
(Tal ks To Herself)
Ah, how beautiful this is, | wsh
this could have been different.

Val erie steps onto the terrace, franmed by pink

bougai nvill ea. She inhales the salt air, stretches toward
the early sun, then renoves her sungl asses and scarf. Sweat
beads on her forehead. Tears slip down as she finally lets
hersel f deconpress. Valerie doesn't hear the footsteps
behi nd her. A hand touches her shoulder. She jolts, turns,
then her surprise breaks into pure happiness.
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(Gasp, Enotional)
Lee, you followed ne... why? How
did you know where | was?

EXT. HOTEL VERANDA - DAY ( CONT' D)

GC LEE
(Warm Smi | es)
| tracked your phone, just as a
security measure, since you went
m ssi ng under two watchful cops in

front of your house... I'ma
speci al super cop? Valerie, | care
deeply about you. | haven't been
able to sl eep, not even on the
flight. I literally flew the sane
day you left. Thinking only of you
and how | feel about you. | called

your famly telling themonly what

i s necessary that had happened. |
respected your privacy. | want them
to not worry, so | only added that
we would be here for a while. It
woul d be nice for you to rest,
meditate and reflect on everything
in your past life, and present. W
can FaceTinme themlater if you

want .

Valerie steps to Lee. He gathers her in his arnms, and they
ki ss passionately.

VALERI E
(Enbraci ng Tightly)
| can hear your heartbeat, beating
so fast. Are you okay, or are you
just excited as | an®? Lee, thank
you for being you. |I'm happy you

are here, | renenber this
feeling... it feels right.
GC LEE
(Ki ssing Her)
| amthe luckiest man, | fell in
love with you, Valerie, along tine
ago. . .

Across the veranda another figure raises a pair of

bi nocul ars and watches them head on. In slow notion, the
hand hol di ng the binoculars brings his arnms down, sl|lanm ng
t he binoculars onto the glass table, causing it to crack.

THE END



FADE OUT
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