THE SILENT KEY
Series Pitch Deck

LOGLINE:

When a data analyst discovers his dead sister is alive and trapped in quantum superposition, he
has six hours to decide: save her and kill thousands, or let her die and doom millions—using the
reality-breaking algorithm his father died trying to destroy.

THE HOOK

"PRIMER meets THE PRESTIGE in a morally devastating sci-fi thriller where every life saved
requires an equal sacrifice."

This is the trolley problem as cosmic horror—what if you could save anyone, but physics
demanded you kill someone else? What if that technology already existed, and it's been running
for 22 years?

SERIES STRUCTURE

Limited Series: 6 Episodes (8-10 hours)

Act One (Eps 1-2): Discovery

Aaron learns his sister is alive and his father was a killer
Introduction to the quantum entanglement algorithm
The Brooklyn Bridge threat and NexTek's true purpose

Act Two (Eps 3-4): Escalation

Aaron attempts to expose Voss but discovers the 22-year entanglement network
Each "save" Voss made is connected—one failure collapses them all

Flashbacks reveal Samuel and Voss's original partnership and Claire's treatment
The Shanghai dilemma emerges

Act Three (Eps 5-6): Resolution

Aaron must choose between impossible options

Exploration of other Silent Key users worldwide (it wasn't just Voss)
Final confrontation about humanity's right to "play God"

Devastating, emotionally resonant ending that earns its moral complexity

CHARACTERS

AARON STONE (32) - Lead

Data analyst trapped in routine, haunted by childhood trauma

Journey: Passive observer — Active moral agent

Arc: Must become the father his dad couldn't be—making the impossible choice

EVELYN STONE (30s) - Heart
Quantum ghost, living and dying simultaneously for 22 years
NexTek executive, ice queen exterior hiding profound pain



Arc: From survival at any cost — acceptance and agency over her own fate
DR. DARIUS VOSS (60s) - Antagonist/Tragic Figure

Grieving father who became a god

22 years of "directed casualties" haunt him

Arc: Not evil—broken. A man who couldn't accept loss and broke reality trying

DR. SAMUEL STONE (44, flashbacks) - Ghost
Aaron's father, algorithm co-creator

Killed 300 to save his daughter, couldn't live with it
His choice—or lack thereof—haunts the entire series

MARCUS MILLER (50s) - Mentor/Betrayer

Samuel's best friend, kept the secret for 22 years

Security head at NexTek, torn between loyalty and morality
Pragmatic soldier who believes someone must choose

THEMES

The Weight of Choice
When inaction is itself a choice, what do we owe strangers versus loved ones?
Grief as Weapon

How far would you go to undo loss? What would you sacrifice? Who would you sacrifice?
The God Complex

Is it playing God to make these choices—or playing God to refuse to make them?
Quantum Morality

In a universe of infinite possibilities, who decides which reality we live in?
VISUAL STYLE

Fractal Dread

Fractal patterns as visual motif—creeping across skin, structures, reality itself
Clean, clinical present contrasted with chaotic, burning past

Holographic interfaces showing probability waves collapsing in real-time
Color Palette

Present: Sterile whites, cold blues, corporate grays

Flashbacks: Warm ambers and harsh whites during the meltdown

Fractal patterns: Bioluminescent, pulsing with heartbeats
Key Sequences



The CERN meltdown (opening)

Evelyn's reveal in the car

The holographic city showing 22 years of entangled choices
Final choice sequence (whatever Aaron decides)

COMPARABLE TITLES

Tone & Concept:

DARK (Netflix) - Complex sci-fi with moral weight and family trauma
DEVS (FX) - Determinism, quantum mechanics, tech god complex

SEVERANCE (Apple TV+) - Corporate conspiracy, identity, ethical horror
Audience Appeal:

WESTWORLD fans seeking philosophical sci-fi
BLACK MIRROR viewers who want sustained character development

THE PRESTIGE lovers drawn to sacrifice and obsession

WHY NOW?

Cultural Relevance:

Al Ethics: Who decides how powerful technology is used?

Utilitarian Crises: COVID-era trolley problems (who gets the ventilator?)
Climate Choices: Sacrifice now or catastrophe later

Trust in Tech: Corporate power over life-and-death decisions

Market Position:

Prestige limited series are peak content strategy

High-concept sci-fi is underserved (post-Westworld hunger)

Strong IP potential (global markets love moral dilemmas)

Self-contained story = lower risk, clearer ROI

EPISODE BREAKDOWN

Episode 1: "The Silent Key" (Pilot)

Aaron discovers Evelyn is alive and learns about the algorithm. Ends with the 6-hour
countdown.

Episode 2: "Entanglement"
Flashbacks to CERN—how Samuel and Voss created the algorithm. Aaron explores NexTek,
discovers the scope of Voss's 22-year operation. Ends with revelation of the cascade network.



Episode 3: "Superposition"

Aaron and Evelyn work together to find another solution. We see other victims of the
algorithm—people who lived while strangers died. Marcus's backstory revealed. Ends with
Shanghai option presented.

Episode 4: "Collapse"
Voss's past catches up—families of the "sacrificed" are hunting him. Aaron discovers there are
other Silent Keys, other users worldwide. The conspiracy goes deeper. Midpoint twist.

Episode 5: "Observation"
Authorities close in. The 22-year network begins failing naturally. Aaron must choose: use the
key, sacrifice Shanghai, or let nature take its course. Voss's final manipulation.

Episode 6: "The Choice"
Aaron makes his decision. Consequences ripple outward. Epilogue reveals whether he became
his father or something else entirely. Haunting, earned ending.

BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Cost-Effective Elements:

Limited locations (NexTek facility, Aaron's apartment, flashback lab)
Small core cast

VFX focused on holograms and fractal patterns (stylized, not photoreal)
Investment Worthy:

Opening CERN sequence (pilot)

Bridge collapse sequences (can be limited to 2-3 major moments)
Holographic interfaces (reusable assets)

Estimated Range: $4-6M per episode

Comparable to DEVS ($50M for 8 eps) or SEVERANCE ($60M for 9 eps)

FRANCHISE POTENTIAL

Limited Series Strengths:

Complete story = global sales appeal

Anthological spinoff potential ("The Key" in different hands/eras)
Philosophical IP travels across borders

No endless mythology—just devastating choices

Possible Extensions:

Anthology Season 2: Different Silent Key users, different moral dilemmas
Feature film adaptation of Season 1

International remakes (format sales)



CREATIVE TEAM WISHLIST

Showrunner:

Someone who balances hard sci-fi with emotion
Lisa Joy & Jonathan Nolan (Westworld)

Alex Garland (Devs, Ex Machina)

Damon Lindelof (Watchmen, The Leftovers)
Director (Pilot):

Denis Villeneuve (if money is no object)

Alex Garland (auteur control)

Cary Joji Fukunaga (atmosphere + character)
Composer:

Ben Salisbury & Geoff Barrow (Ex Machina, Annihilation)
Max Richter (The Leftovers)

CLOSING PITCH

THE SILENT KEY asks the question nobody wants to answer: If you could save the person you
love most by sacrificing a stranger, would you?

Now imagine that's not hypothetical. Imagine the technology exists. Imagine it's been running
for 22 years. Imagine your father built it, died because of it, and left you the only key that can
stop it.

Six hours. Seven hundred thousand lives. One impossible choice.

This is sci-fi that doesn't flinch. That earns its moral complexity. That respects its audience
enough to leave them devastated and thinking about it for days.

This is THE SILENT KEY.



