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THE RWENZORI RAINMAKERS - DOCUMENTARY SERIES REVIEW
By Yasmin Alibhai-Brown

‘Rwenzori Rainmakers is an utterly unexpected series. It gets to parts of a viewer other
environmental films just don’t. Because it is embedded in the lives of rural Ugandans
for whom the Rwenzori mountains are a life force, mythical yet all too real, magnificent
yet full of menace, especially now, as the consequences of tree cutting and over-
farming affects those whose ancestors have lived there forever. | remember the lush,
beauteous, formidable mountains when | lived in Uganda between the 50s and early
seventies. How depleted they look today.

The docs were gentle and human, with local conservationists and communities
working together to deal with land devastation and floods. No pompous experts talked
at the villagers. Instead, artists and ecological champions rooted in the areas,
persuaded them to become rainmakers, to care about birds and animals and protect
their fragile homes and smallholdings. We see people and places changing.

In the UK common folk see green policies as a threat because politicians push polices
through without consultation. There are lessons to be learnt in these beautifully filmed,
affecting, and optimistic films.”
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