Maurice O'Brien
 Director/ Producer/ Cinematographer
Vimeo.com/MauriceOBrien   Maurice@Lifebloodfilms.com| 00353 89 600 4380 
Maurice has been producing and directing critically-acclaimed, award-winning documentary films for 20 years. His work has screened at festivals around the world. He worked with the BBC for over a decade and has also made films for Screen Ireland, Guardian Documentaries, and RTE.
FILM CREDITS:
‘CHASING THE LIGHT’ :  Lifeblood Films for Screen Ireland/ BAI/ RTE 

Shot, directed, wrote and produced feature documentary about a group of spiritual misfits building a Tibetan temple on a remote Irish cliff while dealing with the downfall of their revered leader. World premier Cork International Film Festival (nominated for Best Irish Film), international premier at Thessaloniki International Film Festival, nationwide theatrical cinema release.
‘THE ARTIST AND THE WALL OF DEATH’:  Screen Ire/ Screen Scotland/BAI/ RTE/ BBC  {2022}

Wrote, directed and co-filmed feature doc telling the thrilling story of an unlikely trio and their obsession with the ‘Wall of Death’.  World Premier at Galway Film Fleadh 2022, Int premier at Thessaloniki and Glasgow film Fests, nominated ‘Best Doc’ 2023 IFTA Awards
‘HEY RONNIE REAGAN’:  Marmalade Films for Screen Ireland (2017)
Wrote and directed short about Ronald Reagan’s 1984 visit to Ireland. Official selection Cork, Dublin, Newport, Dallas, Sydney, Helsinki, IFI Films Fests, international premier at Tribeca 2018.
BROADCAST CREDITS (selected):
Series Director: ‘Listen to the Land Speak’ {Crossing the Line for RTE/BAI} 2 x 52 {IN POST PROD}

Series presented by Manchán Magan about the relationship between nature, myth and landscape.

World premier at Galway Film Fleadh in July 2025.
Shooting Director: ‘Gamechanger: AI and You’ {Animo for RTE I} 1 x 52 {2023}

Fast turnaround film pres by Ann-Marie Tomchak about what the AI revolution means for society.
Series Director: ‘Tommy Tiernan’s Epic West’ {Crossing the Line for RTE/BAI} 2 x 52 {2022}
Landmark two-part arts and history series about the many artists, musicians and writers who have been inspired by the crooked landscapes of the west of Ireland. 
Shooting Producer/ Director: ‘Leaving Limbo’ {Lifeblood Films/RTE1/BAI} 1x52 (2020)
Filmed and directed one hour about two best friends who grew up as refugees - broadcast on New Day’s Day in a primetime RTE1 slot.
Shooting Prod/ Director: ‘Walking the Walk’ {RTE1} 1 x 52 (2018)
Filmed and directed critically-acclaimed film about a priest facing up to motor neuron disease. Winner Silver Medal at NYC TV Awards.
Shooting Prod/ Dir: ‘The Abbey: A Riot of Their Own’ {Lifeblood Films/RTE1}1x58 min (2018)
Produced, directed and filmed Obs doc going behind the curtain of Ireland’s national theatre.
Shooting Prod/ Director: ‘Pitching Up’ {Lifeblood/ Guardian Docs Online} 1x18 min (2017)
How Gaelic Games are helping to integrate kids in Ireland’s most ethnically diverse town. Won ‘Best Pitch’ at Sheff Doc Fest 2016 and one of most viewed ever Guardian films.
Shooting PD: ‘Botticelli’s Venus: Making of an Icon’ {BBC4} 1x30 (2016) 
The story behind ‘Birth of Venus’ and its journey to worldwide icon, filmed in Italy and UK.
Producer/ Director: ‘The Story of Scottish Art’ {Ep 4: Long Horizons}, {BBC4} 1x60 (2016)
Directed climactic final episode of this landmark blue-chip series on the history of Scottish art. Nominated for RTS Award for cinematography. ‘Gem of a series’{The Guardian}

Director/Producer – ‘Confessions of an English Opium Eater’ – {BBC 4}  1x30 mins (2015)
Recreating the life of the infamous author behind one of the first depictions of recreational drug use. Presented by Dr. John Cooper Clarke, co-produced with Open University.

Shooting Producer/ Director –‘William McIlvanney: Living with Words’ {BBC2} 1x30mins Filmed and directed intimate obs-doc about Scotland’s most charismatic writer, premiered at Glasgow Film Festival. ‘5 Stars’ - The Herald. Honorary commendation in Scottish Parliament.

Shooting Producer/ Director – ‘Tom Wood: What Do Artists DO All Day’ {BBC4) 1x30

Shot intimate portrait of photographer Tom Wood and his practice, following him on a project around Mayo. Screened at the CCI as part of an exhibition on Tom’s work and on BBC4.
Shooting Series Director – ‘Phil Cunningham’s Pipedreams’ {BBC2} 2x60mins  (2015)
Wrote and series directed big budget landmark series about the history of one of the world’s oldest musical instruments. Set up shoots in 6 different countries. Winner RTS award for camera.

Shooting Producer/Director – ‘Northern Soul: Keeping the Faith’– {BBC 2} 1x30mins (2014)
Pitched, produced, directed and co-shot acclaimed film about UK’s biggest musical sub-culture. Presented by journalist Paul Mason. Guardian’s ‘TV Moment of Zen’ for the week.

Producer/ Director – ‘The Culture Show’ – {BBC 2}   (2008- 2014)
Directed 25 films for the BBC’s flagship arts programme on vast array of topics and subjects.
INDUSTRY AWARDS AND TRAINING:
· Nominated for Best Feature Doc at 2023 IFTA Awards

· Graduate of ‘Screen Leaders’ Training Scheme for creative producers 2024

· Graduate of SDGI’s Self Shooting for Factual Directors Scheme 2023

· Chosen for Sheffield Doc Fest’s ‘Future Producer School’ 2016

· Winner of the ‘Guardian Pitch’ award at Sheffield Doc Fest 2016

· Joint winner of Scottish RTS award cinematography 2016

· Long-listed for Grierson ‘Best Newcomer’ 2014

EDUCATION RECORD:
Masters in Journalism, Dublin City University, First Class Honours 2003
BA in English &History, University College Cork, First Class Honours 2001
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