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WELCOME TO THE SIXTH FRINGE! QUEER FILM & ARTS FESTIVAL!

AN ECLECTIC WEEK OF FILM, PERFORMANCE, 
DISCUSSIONS, WORKSHOPS & PARTIES ACROSS EAST 
LONDON.

We are more than excited to bring 
you another week packed with queer 
film, debate, performance, parties and 
shenanigans for a sixth year running. 
This year’s festival has been honed and 
condensed to refocus on stories prescient 
in the queer community right now: the 
queer families we are evolving and 
creating; overcoming homophobia and 
bullying; taking a closer look at legendary 
and emerging ballroom culture.

20 features, 66 shorts films, performance, 
workshops, and parties will cover a circuit 
of nine East London venues over 6 days. 
We’re exploring new territories this year at 
Fringe! Weekend hub space at Hackney 
Showroom and taking over Juju’s for our 
first ever voguing ball!

Whether it is the struggles and triumphs 
with our biological families or those that 
we chose and make ourselves, the family 
has emerged as a dominant theme in 
this year’s programme. Opening film Viva 
and the life of a young Cuban hairdresser, 
initiated into Havana’s drag scene while 
trying to reinvigorate a relationship with 
his estranged father. Chosen families 
also shine through a Hijra family in 
India, vogueing houses in the US, and an 
inseparable band of Brazilian misfit punk 
queers. We invite you to join us for a Queer 
Family Sunday Brunch and short film 
programme all about the ties that bind. 

Voguing and ballroom culture feature 
prominently. The incredible Strike a Pose 
is an emotional catch up with the dancers 
from In Bed With Madonna aka Truth or 
Dare, while the insightful Kiki shows that 

the US ballroom scene is alive and kicking 
more than 25 years after Paris is Burning. 
After Kiki join us for a night of ecstatic 
dancing and prancing at the Ab Fab Vogue 
Ball hosted by English Breakfast London 
and on Sunday get a unique UK perspective 
on the subject at our cozy roundtable Let’s 
Have a Kiki.

And importantly, we pay tribute to one 
of the major tragedies this year - June’s 
shocking attack on one of our safe spaces 
in Orlando - by telling both fictional and 
factual global stories of LGBT rights, 
fighting homophobia and resilience in the 
face of bullying. These diverse accounts 
feature Check It, a revolutionary queer 
street gang in Washington DC; a father 
seeking justice for his gay son in Chile 
to prove You’ll Never Be Alone; Utopians 
delve into pansexual romp and undermine 
antiquated imperial laws Hong Kong; The 
Same Difference confronts oppressive 
gender performance and lesbian-on-lesbian 
discrimination; and an Italian teenager 
providing some rare light relief on the 
subject with A Little Lust. 

There is also something of a 
transmasculine moment and celebration 
of female masculinity happening this year 
as we enter A Womb of Their Own with 
a diverse group of masculine-identified 
pregnant people who have a thing or two to 
say about gender identity and parenthood, 
a smattering of short films, club night 
Butch, Please!, and culminating in the 
uplifting and revelatory Closing film that 
has us all Suited and booted. 
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OPENING FILM
VIVA
20:30 – Rio Cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir Paddy Breathnach / Ireland / 2015 / 100 min

Jesus, a young hairdresser, works at a Havana drag 
cabaret club to make ends meet. He dreams of one day 
becoming a perfomer himself. Encouraged by his mentor, 
Mama, Jesus finally gets his chance to take the stage. 
But when his estranged father Angel abruptly reenters 
his life, his world is quickly turned upside down. As father 
and son clash over their opposing expectations of each 
other, VIVA develops into a love story as they struggle 
to understand one another and reconcile as a family.

VIVA is a moving drama that packs an emotional punch 
with its portrayal of families, from those we adopt to those 
we are born into while illustrating the every day struggles 
of ordinary Cubans and the transformative power of drag.

Powered by SCRUFF
+ Opening Drinks (see page 14)
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CLOSING FILM 
SUITED
20:30 – Genesis Cinema – £9.50/£4.50 conc.
dir. Jason Benjamin / USA / 2016 / 77min

Bindle & Keep tailors in NYC do so much more than 
make custom suits - they provide a welcoming space 
and armour of confidence for a diverse queer community 
living  beyond the gender binary. These are their stories.

Going deeper than fine fabrics and silk linings, Suited 
takes a modern, evolved look at gender through the 
conduit of clothing and elucidates the private and 
emotional experience surrounding it. With heart and 
optimism, the film documents a cultural shift that 
is creating a new demand—and response—for each 
person’s right to go out into the world with confidence.

The screening will be opened by a very special introduction 
from The Drakes, a group of butches, transmen and 
masculine-identified people whose aim is to promote female 
masculinity and butch pride. Come dressed in your spiffiest 
duds to celebrate with us afterwards for a closing drink. 

SUNDAY 20 
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THURSDAY 17WEDNESDAY 16

NÉ GIULIETTA NÉ ROMEO 
(A LITTLE LUST)
18:00 – Genesis Cinema – £8/£4.50 conc.
dir. Veronica Pivetti / Italy / 2015 / 104min

Dynamic family drama meets feel-good, 
coming-of-age ensemble piece - Pivetti’s 
Ne Giulietta Ne Romeo has it all, and is 
the consummate queer film of the year.

CLUB DE FEMMES PRESENTS
OLD WORDS IN NEW ORDERS: 
ALMOST OUT + MAN
18:15 – Barbican Cinema 
– £9.50/£8.50 conc.
ALMOST OUT: dir. Jayne Parker / UK / 1985 / 
90min
MAN: dir. Maja Borg / Sweden / 2016 / 13min

A film and video programme that 
explores the historical and contemporary 
moment as gender, sexuality and 
bodies are explored through queer 
feminist parenting and caring. 

CHECK IT
18:15 – Institute of Light – £6/£18 sofa
dir-prod. Dana Flor & Toby Oppenheimer 
/ USA / 2016 / 91min

The story of Washington D.C. street 
gang, Check It, who formed in response 
to homophobic violence, and find 
themselves flourishing as creatives.

Powered by SCRUFF

SCRUFF MATCH PRESENTS 
LAZY EYE
21:00 – Genesis – £8
dir. Tim Kirkman / USA / 2016 / 94min

Naturalistic love story about two 
exes’ re-connection in middle age, 
packing emotional depth, pitch-perfect 
dialogue and blistering chemistry.

Screening with
JUST TONIGHT / dir. Stephen 
Boyer / USA / 2016 / 4min
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FRIDAY 18
SHORTS:
WE RECRUIT! AN ELEGY 
TO FIRST FIRES
19:00 – 94mn – Hackney 
Showroom – FREE

An elegy to first fires. Sexy, moving, 
heartwarming, this programme 
resonates like the first time.

—— 1992 / Anthony Doncque / France 
—— All cats are pink in the dark /  
Guillaume Renusson / France 

—— SOFT BUT STRONG / Daria Marie /  
Germany/Japan

—— Solar Wind / Wei-Che, Hung / Taiwan
—— Sunday Morning Coming Down /  
Harry Lighton / United Kingdom

—— The Cricket and the Ant /  
Julia Ritschel / Germany 

THE NEST
21:30 – Hackney Showroom – £5
dir. Filipe Matzembacher, Marcio Reolon / Brazil 
2016 / 115min

This story sees handsome soldier Bruno 
seeking the discovery of his brother, 
and finding another kind of kinship. 
An intriguing examination of how we 
find and create our queer families.

DEATH DRIVE
21:30 / Hackney Showroom / £5

This multisensorial happening will 
incorporate film screenings, performance, 
and a club night, all focused on the 
question of why are queer people so 
often drawn towards self-destruction.

+ Afterparty (see page 14)

SAME DIFFERENCE
19:15 – Hackney Showroom – £5
dir. Nneka Onuorah / USA / 2015 / 78 min

Confronting expectations of 
oppressive gender performance and 
lesbian-on-lesbian discrimination, this 
compelling documentary becomes a 
platform for queer women of colour 
to discuss hypocrisy intersecting 
race, gender and sexuality.

Screening with
I KISSED A GIRL / Jen Sheridan / 
United States /  2015 / 12 min

DEATH BECOMES HER
23:30 – Rio Cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir. Robert Zemeckis / USA / 1992 / 104min

Meryl Streep and Goldie Hawn channel 
their undead inner drag queens 
‘blessed’ with eternal youth in this 
poisonously catty and camp treat hosted 
by Holestar. Glamorous red carpet 
zombie dress strongly encouraged.
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SHORTS:
RANDOM PROGRAMME 
TITLE GENERATOR 
15:00 – 80mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

Experimental works that challenge 
and provoke as they explode concepts 
of gender, sexuality, familial anxiety 
and the pleasure of a good piss.

—— Lying Women / Deborah Kelly / Australia
—— Painkiller / Mahshid Mahboubifar / Iran
—— When I’m A Woman / Andreea 
Sticlea / United Kingdom

—— Fever / Petra Brnardic / Croatia
—— Spermwhore / Anna Linder / Sweden
—— Technicolor Angst / Ketchup 
Freeland / United States

—— Amsterdam Experimental / Sian 
Alexandra Williams / United Kingdom

—— 1975 (kiss) / Wrik Mead / Canada
—— White Cube Beat Box / Oggy 
Yordanov / United Kingdom

—— EROTIC MANDALAS / Almir Correia / Brazil
—— Middle-Aged FacePalms (37) / 
Jeff Page / United States

—— The Character Inside Me / Andreas 
Boschmann / Germany

SATURDAY 19

SHORTS:
HISTORIES, REAL 
AND IMAGINED 
13:00 – 63mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

Uncovering vital histories of life stories 
that are otherwise so rarely acknowledged, 
and which so often have to be imagined.

—— A Lifetime of Making Change /  
Megan Rossman / USA

—— When AIDS Was Funny /  
Scott Calonico / USA

—— Semiotics of Sab / Tina Takemoto / USA
—— Lethe / Kat Michaelides / United Kingdom
—— Familiar Memories / Pol Merchan / Germany
—— Mi Familia 2: Class Order Family 
Tribe / Rob Fatal / USA

—— Arts + Crafts Spectacular #3 /  
Ian Ritterskamp, Sébastien Wolf / Germany 

—— Slow (Remix) / Sean Desiree, Alisa 
Sikelianos-Carter / USA

UTOPIANS 
13:30 – Rio Cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir. Scud / Hong Kong / 2015 / 87min

Set among the stunning backdrop of 
the Hong Kong skyline, this cinematic 
pansexual treat whets most appetites.

A WOMB OF THEIR OWN 
15:30 – Hackney Showroom – £5
dir. Cyn Lubow / USA / 2016 /85min

What can a diverse group of 
masculine-identified, pregnant people 
teach the world about gender?
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KIKI
18:15 – Barbican Cinema – £9.50/£8.50 conc.
dir. Sara Jordenö / Sweden/USA / 2016 / 95min

Twenty-five years after PARIS IS 
BURNING comes Kiki - voguing, ballroom 
and new ways of expression.

Supported by Blackout UK

AWOL 
15:30 – Rio Cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir. Deb Shoval / USA / 2016 / 82min

The intensity and hope of a first love meets 
the trapping of class and circumstance 
in small town rural America. Joey is 
about to escape for bigger things, 
until she meets married Rayna.

GURU: A HIJRA FAMILY 
17:30 – Hackney Showroom – £5
dir. Laurie Colson & Axelle Le Dauphin 
/ Belgium/India / 2016 / 75min

An insightful glance into the daily life 
of a family of transgender women in 
India revered in the country’s religious 
history yet ostracised by society and 
commonly rejected by their families.

In partnership with Open City Documentary Festival

THE MOST CAKE PRESENTS
THE PECULIAR KIND 
18:00 – Hackney Showroom – £5
dir. Alexis Casson / USA / 2016 / tbc.

Based on the web series of the same name 
this illuminating documentary candidly 
explores the lives and experiences of queer 
women of color with eye-opening and 
unscripted conversations.

Followed by a panel discussion

HER STORY 
20:30 – Hackney Showroom – FREE
dir. Sydney Freeland / USA / 2016 / 58 min

Funny, poignant, fresh and authentic - this 
web series (screening as a feature) is 
a sharp look into the love, hopes and 
struggles of two trans women in LA.

Followed by a panel discussion 
about trans representation.
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SHORTS:
BODY POLITIK 
13:30 – 75mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

Radical and emancipatory, these 
shorts explore the various ways in 
which the body gets politicised, with 
challenging, playful, and rallying gusto.

—— Queer witch / Camille Ducellier / France 
—— Crooked / Briana Blades, Kristin Kent / Canada
—— To bed with Francisco / 
Francisco Sfeir /Argentina

—— Feminino / Carolina Queiroz / Brazil
—— DENIM - DENIM (The Music Video) / Matthew 
Hammett Knott / United Kingdom

—— Red / Márcia Bellotti / Brazil 
—— Stormy Leather - The Naked girl of 
burlesque / Alexandre Degardin / France

—— Venus / Faye Carr-Wilson / United Kingdom

SHORTS:
A QUEER FAMILY PORTRAIT 
15:00 – 81mn – Institute of Light – FREE

Joyful, emotional, hilarious and provocative, 
these films explore the bonds we share 
with the ones we love. Come together 
at The Institute of Light for a Sunday 
brunch with your queer family from 1pm.

—— My Life: I'm A Surrogate / Dir Cody 
Autterson & Andrew Schneider / USA

—— Where We Are Now / Lucie Rachel / UK
—— The Journey / Dir Ross Bolidai / UK
—— The Right to love / Dir Barbara Zemljič / Slovenia
—— More Than God / Dir Kev Cahill / Ireland 
—— Alzheimer's: A Love Story / Dir Gabe 
Schimmel, Monica Petruzzelli / USA

—— Coming Out / Dir  Vijay Patel / UK
—— Kittens / Dir  Zhanna Ozirna / Ukraine
—— Mothers of God / Dir. Laura McGehee / USA

SHORTS:
NATURAL INSTINCTS 
21:00 – 85mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

Sit back and let your senses 
dominate as we have some outdoor 
fun, afternoon delight and a good 
measure of finger licking.

—— HEIMAT XXX / Sebastian 
Dominic Auer / Germany 

—— Love Letter/Prema Lekha / Neelu 
Bhuman / United Kingdom

—— Breathe / Goodyn Green / Germany 
—— Coming of Age / Jan Soldat / Germany
—— Drag Queen Porn: Fisting / Gitte 
Schmitz / Germany 

—— Coming Full Circle / Kim Yaged / USA
—— Flo & Hector in Hasenheide / Flo Cane 
and Nikolaj Tange Lange / Germany

—— LOVEDOLL / Debora Zanatta, 
Estevan de la Fuente / Brazi

SUNDAY 20

YOU'LL NEVER BE ALONE 
13:00 – Rio Cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir. Alex Anwandter / Chile / 2016 / 82min

A father’s emotionally affecting 
quest seeking justice for his gay 
son, set in atmospheric Santiago. 
Visually-stunning first feature from 
a shining new cinematic genius.

Powered by SCRUFF
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STRIKE A POSE 
15:30 – Rio cinema – £11/£9 conc.
dir. Ester Gould & Reijer Zwaan / 
Netherlands/Belgium / 2016 / 83min

Come on, vogue! Follow the lives 
of the dancers from Madonna’s 
“Blonde Ambition” tour that brought 
voguing to the world stage.

Supported by The Love Bank

SHORTS:
QUEER, FAR, WHEREVER 
YOU ARE 
16:00 – 73mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

With distances overcome, losses pondered 
and one or two cravings satisfied, this 
collection of poignant shorts explores 
intimacies across time and space.

—— Onionskin / Reetta Elviira H / Finland
—— PASTRY / Eduardo Barreto / UK
—— Buddy / Niels Bourgonje / Netherlands
—— Persistence of Memory / Natalie Tsui / US 
—— Vanilla / Juan Beiro / Spain
—— ALFA / Javier Ferreiro / Cuba
—— Moon Song / Mafer López / Mexico

SHORTS: 
SELF-DEFINE YOUR 
GENDER PARADIGM 
17:30 –74mn – Hackney Showroom – FREE

Questioning gender expectations 
and representation, this programme 
comments on the body as a landscape 
of limitations and imaginative expanse.

—— All Their Shades / Chloé Alliez / Belgium 
—— Phoria / Forrest Lotterhos / United States
—— Ingrid / Maick Hannder / Brazil
—— Mirada / Patricia Cruz / Puerto Rico
—— MALEFEMALE / Carey Averbook, 
Kristin Adair / United States

—— Fluid Y / Katerina Athanasopoulou 
/ United Kingdom

—— Being Unbound / Anna Wistreich / United 
Kingdom, United Republic of  Tanzania

—— I am a Woman / Kay Fi'ain / United Kingdom 
—— New Male Privilege Presents Cistem 
Cisgame / Tanja Wol / Denmark

SUITED 
20:30 – Genesis Cinema 
– £9.50/£4.50 conc.
dir. Jason Benjamin / USA / 2016 / 77min

(see page 5 for more details)

THE WATERMELON 
WOMAN 
16:00 – Barbican Cinema 
– £9.50/£8.50 conc.
dir. Cheryl Dunye / USA / 1996 / 83min

The urgency and brilliance of this DIY 
classic that raises a call to arms for 
reclaiming black queer histories is as 
fresh today as it was twenty years ago 
thanks to a shiny new restoration.
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QUEER'SAY 
Wednesday 16 –19:00 – Free Word Centre 
– £8/£5 conc. 

Rosie Wilby hosts spoken word night 
Queer'say, featuring Travis Alabanza, 
Dominic Berry, and Toby Campion, and 
recorded for Out in South London. 

HELEN NOIR PRESENTS
SORRY, WRONG NUMBER
Wednesday 16 – 20:00 – The Glory – £6

Barbara Stanwyck's iconic turn as a 
trapped woman's journey into hysteria is 
intercut with clips of emotional women 
from specially selected movies. Live 
soundtracked with a techno-operatic score 
by Helen Noir.
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I'M WITH YOU PRESENTS
QUEER GESTURES
Sunday 20 – 14:00 to 17:00 – Barbican 
Conservatory – FREE

A series of queer gestures towards 
an uncertain future. This afternoon of 
performance brings some of London's 
most innovative artists together to reflect 
on the current period of unprecedented 
flux and to make predictions about what 
happens next. Performances will take 
place over the duration of the afternoon 
and audiences are invited to engage for as 
long as they'd like.

Drop in, no booking required



BIG QUEER FAMILY 
BRUNCH 
Sunday 20 – 13:00 – Institute of Light 

Come join Fringe! for a big queer family 
brunch at Helio’s Cantina at The Institute 
of Light (a la carte), have your own queer 
family portrait taken by photographer 
Sarah Scott, and join us for a cracking 
programme of short films re-defining 
ways of thinking about family. Brunch 
reservations recommended, screening 
tickets separate.

PANEL: 
LET'S HAVE A KIKI: A 
DIALOGUE ON BALLROOM 
CULTURE FROM NEW YORK 
TO LONDON AND BEYOND
Sunday 20 – 18:00 – Hackney Showroom 
– £5

Curious about voguing and don't know 
where to go? Join Fringe! and English 
Breakfast London for a cozy roundtable 
discussion, moderated by the co-founder of 
English Breakfast London and international 
voguer and ballroom historian, Sydney 
UltraOmni.

Screens with:
DANCER AS INSURGENT / Simon Schultz / USA

13

PANEL:
QUEER WARS 
Sunday 20 – 14:00 – Hackney Showroom 
– FREE

This panel will explore how best to 
advocate for change. Is there a possibility 
to sustain a coherent and unified global 
LGBTI* political front? Focusing on the 
diversity of local contexts, current and past 
initiatives will be (re)visited as a key to 
exploring the future of “glocal” activism.

WORKSHOP:
SPANKING WITH ALISON 
ENGLAND 
Sunday 20 – 15:30 – Hackney Showroom 
– FREE

Spanking expert, artist and sexual 
educator Miss England will be returning 
for her fourth year at Fringe! to deliver her 
hands-on seminar on spanking. 
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OPENING DRINKS:
DISCO SPRITZ
Tuesday 15 - 19:00 - Dalston Superstore
Join us for some opening drinks before 
heading over to the Rio for Viva, and then 
come back for more. Disco Spritz's Chaka 
Khan’t and Dance Armstrong present a 
generous weeknight helping of disco, soul 
and funk oddities to get you through the week

HOLESTAR PRESENTS
PAN PEOPLE 
Thursday 17 – 20:00 – The Glory –  
£8 adv/£10 door

BDSM workshop and fetish party hosted 
by award-winning drag performer and 
Dominatrix Holestar.

BUTCH, PLEASE! 
Friday 18 – 20:00 – The Glory – £8 

A Rockabilly Butch Xmas filled with live 
music, performances, DJ's and dancing. 
Welcomes all degrees of BUTCH, FEMME, 
LBGTQI and friends.

PA
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S

DOUCHEBAG 
Friday 18 – 21:00 – Dalston Superstore – 
FREE before 23:00/£5 after

An alt-pop // faggy synth // trash guitar 
happening for happy East End homos.

DEATH DRIVE AFTERPARTY 
Friday 18 – 23:00 – Hackney Showroom – 
FREE with film ticket/£3 without
An electro-techno club night after the event, 
for those drawn towards self-destruction.

ENGLISH BREAKFAST LONDON 
PRESENTS:
THE AB FAB VOGUE BALL
Saturday 19 - 20:00 - Juju’s Bar & Stage
Grab your bottle of Bolli, your pack 
of ciggies and make sure to look 
ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS for the first EVER 
"AB FAB" Ball hosted by English Breakfast 
London and Fringe! Come thru, vogue down 
and be prepared to serve the runway 'cause 
darling if you got it, flaunt it, but make sure 
the judges can see it first! 
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HACKNEY SHOWROOM
(Festival Weekend Hub)
Hackney Downs Studios,  
Amhurst Terrace, E8 2BT – T: 020 3095 9747
Tube: Hackney Downs / Rectory Road

BARBICAN CINEMAS 2&3 / BARBICAN 
CONSERVATORY
Silk St, EC2Y 8DS – T: 020 7638 4141
Tube: Barbican

DALSTON SUPERSTORE
117 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB – T: 020 7254 2273
Tube: Dalston Kingsland / Dalston Junction

FREE WORD CENTRE
60 Farringdon Rd, EC1R 3GA – T: 020 7324 2570
Tube: Barbican / Chancery Lane

GENESIS CINEMA
93-95 Mile End Rd, E1 4UJ – T: 020 7780 2000
Tube: Stepney Green

THE GLORY
281 Kingsland Rd, E2 8AS – T: 020 7684 0794
Tube: Haggerston

THE INSTITUTE OF LIGHT
376 Helmsley Pl, E8 3SB – T: 020 7249 6919
Tube: London Fields / Hackney Central

JUJU’S BAR & STAGE
15 Hanbury St, London E1 6QR
(entrance on Dray Walk) 
Tube: Liverpool Street / Shoreditch High Street / 
Aldgate East

RIO CINEMA
107 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB – T: 020 7241 9410
Tube: Dalston Kingsland / Dalston Junction
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DESIGN & ILLUSTRATION:

FIND US:

My friend qp

POWERED
BY:

HACKNEY SHOWROOM: EAST LONDON'S NEWEST 
CULTURAL CENTRE, HACKNEY SHOWROOM IS 
AN INCLUSIVE AND VIBRANT WAREHOUSE ARTS 
VENUE WITH AN OUTSTANDING AND AFFORDABLE 
PROGRAMME OF BRAVE AND BOLD NEW SHOWS, 
FESTIVALS AND EVENTS FOR YOU.

TECHNICAL & PRODUCTION 
PARTNERS:

THANKS TO:

PANOS FOURTOULAKIS, CHRISTA HOLKA

OUR WONDERFUL MODELS: AMROU, CANDACE, 
LAURA, SOPHIE, TIM, ZIA

AND THE ENTIRELY VOLUNTEER TEAM WHO WORK 
TIRELESSLY TO MAKE THE FESTIVAL FABULOUS!

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PRIVATE DONORS 
WHO HAVE MADE THE FESTIVAL POSSIBLE.

PROGRAMMING PARTNERS:

VENUE PARTNERS:

PROGRAMME
SPONSOR:

SUPPORTED
BY:


