


LONDON LIFT-OFF FILM FESTIVAL STARTED BACK IN 2010
WITH ITS FIRST EVER CALL FOR ENTRIES. IN LONDON'S FIRST
YEAR THE FESTIVAL RECEIVED OVER 750 FILMS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD AND WERE INSTANTLY HUMBLED BY
THE QUALITY AND AMBITION OF THE WORK SENT IN.FROM A
SMALL CINEMA IN NORTH WEST LONDON.,/ TO THE
PRESTIGIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL SCREENING ROOMS OF SOHO
AND WEST LONDON --= LONDON LIFT-OFF HASEENTERTAINED
AND STUNNED AUDIENCES WITH IT'S CONTINUOUS DELIVERY
OF EXCEPTIONAL WORK, AMAZING NETWORKING VIBE AND
BRILLIANT PRESS COVERAGE.

NOT ONLY IS OUR FESTIVAL A GLOBAL SHOWCASE FOR
FILMMAKERS LOOKING TO TAKE THAT NEXT STEP, BUT WE
ALSO PROVIDE A FREE SERVICE WHERE WE TAKE YOUR
WORK TO THE MAJOR FILM MARKETS AFM, CANNES, EFM
ETC... ALL WITH THE AIM OF GETTING YOUR WORK ACQUIRED
BY DISTRIBUTORS.



ILIFT-OFF
GLOBAL
NETWORK

LONDO
2 0 2 2

BEST SCREENPLAY




Q. THERE IS A LOT OF DETAIL ABOUT THE
TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE WARSHIPS
INCLUDED, HOW IMPORTANT WAS
RESEARCH FOR YOU DURING THIS
PROJECT?

A: Tremendously important. But I didn’t
do any of it. Authors Gerald Duskin and
Ralph Segman did all the research for
their book. Mr. Duskin, who sadly
passed away before the book was
published, was the impetus for the story
and I'm going to quote a lot from the
preface to the book, written by Ralph.
“Jerry read about the naval engagement
the day it was reported in Philadelphia
newspapers. The morning of 6
November 1940 was chilly and blustery
at his self-owned corner newsstand,
where the fourteen year old, who had
been stricken by polio as an infant-
hawked the Inquire, the Bulletin, the
Record, and the Daily Racing Form.”

Mr. Duskin was forever enthralled by the
story of HMS Jervis Bay’s sacrifice and as
an adult spent years on research. “Jerry
made seven trips to England between
1084 and 1999, where he interviewed
some of the few remaining survivors of
the Jervis Bay, family members, and
naval historians. He conducted research
in the Public Record Office, the Imperial
War Museum, the library of the National
Maritime Museum, and the Churchill
Archives at Cambridge University,
poring over books, declassified papers,
reports, articles, audio tapes, and
photographs.

Visits to the U.S. National Archives,
the Library of Congress, the Nimitz
Library at the U.S. Naval Institute, the
library at the Washington Naval Yard,
and the Canadian Ministry of Defense
added to a collection that filled an
entire room’s bookshelves and file
cabinets.”

Ralph Segman, a longtime journalist,
recalls meeting Mr. Duskin when
“Jerry represented the National
Organization on  Disability...that
lobbied for and gained passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990.” Mr. Duskin would invite Ralph
to look over his material and the two
agreed to collaborate on a book.
“Living about 250 miles apart, we
moved in fits and starts. It took three
years to organize the material, comb
through it, reorganize the selected
pieces, hunt down missing elements,
and work up an outline. The initial
writing... and almost non-stop
editing took several more years.”
Ralph ends the preface remembering
Mr. Duskin, “A few weeks before the
publication contract was received,
Jerry Duskin suddenly died. It was a
shock to all of us who knew and loved
him. It was especially tragic since the
acceptance of the manuscript would
have been the highlight of his life.”
Years of research led to an incredible
book, one that I believed would be a
great movie the moment I read it. I
contacted Ralph and we agreed to
work on a screenplay. But Mr. Duskin
and Ralph deserve all the credit for
the research.
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\ Scheer approaches bows on




PHASE 2

Scheer turns port
and concentrates
fire on Jervis Bay

Convoy alters course
40° starboard

PHASE 3
* = Scheer continues
firing on Jervis Bay
Concentrated fire

Jervis Bay ablaze

”

Convoy scatters under,

Smoke
cover of smoke screen

PHASE 4
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Jervis Bay ablaze and out
of acticn in 15 minutes, but
continues drawing fire from

# Scheer for about 2 more hours
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ABERDEEN AND COMMONWEALTH LINE 5.5.  JERVIS Bay."™
DME CLASS SERVICE BETWEEN ENGLAND AND AUSTHALIA WiIA SUEZ,




