Looking for Barbara Dir. Helen Kilbride (8’30)

I love the work of experimental filmmakers and my main source of inspiration for Looking for Barbara was to be found in the films of queer lesbian filmmaker Barbara Hammer who sadly passed away in 2019. I wanted to create a film which was multi-layered and examined queer readings of the personal archive in relation to family, identity, collective memory, place, self-curation and meaning. I love Super 8 film and wanted to create a textured reading of my own archived films which I shot in the mid-1990s. My Super 8 archive is a nod to family footage but with a queer aesthetic.

I created Looking for Barbara in the middle of the pandemic when social restrictions made it difficult for us all to meet up. This was challenging when trying to make a film, so, interviews were conducted over Zoom and filming was done with a limited crew, working within social distancing rules. The shot of the beach is Moreton on the Wirral and is a special place for me which represented a feeling of freedom and vastness. It’s also a tribute to a friend who passed away quite suddenly. Looking for Barbara for me is a film about healing and reconciliation of my queer sexuality and my younger self with me now as an older woman. The film is fundamentally about love.

I had amazing people supporting me throughout the process of making Looking for Barbara and I’m always keen to work in collaboration. I am forever grateful for all the people who helped me make this film. Looking for Barbara was produced with an all-female cast and crew.
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