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AARON P. DWORKIN
PERSONAL DATA 
Home	Business
3651 Barton Farm Drive		1100 Baits Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48105		Earl V. Moore Building
734-320-4104			Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2085
aaronpau@umich.edu


EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Honorary Doctorate, 2013		Curtis Institute of Music

M.M. with High Honors, 1998	University of Michigan, Violin Performance

B.M. with High Honors, 1997	University of Michigan, Violin Performance

Undergraduate studies, 1988-91	Pennsylvania State University, Communications/Music/Business

High School Diploma, 1988		Interlochen Arts Academy, Violin Performance

Preparatory Studies, 1984-85	Peabody Institute of Music

Preparatory Studies, 1977-80	92 Street Y School of Music

ARTISTIC REPRESENTATION
Jensen Artists (2017-present)
Cadenza Artists (2012-2017)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
2017-present		Founder & President, ArtsShare
A one-of-a-kind online arts and creativity sharing platform with the mission of infusing the arts into the everyday lives of our communities and providing artists with an avenue to exchange their arts for other commodities.


2017-present		Founder & President, ProFlop
An innovative online gaming platform



2016-present		Founder and Host, AaronAsk.com
Weekly mentoring show focusing on innovation, entrepreneurship and core skillsets to empower a creative life

2015-present		Professor, University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance Department of Entrepreneurship & Leadership (EXCEL) 
Courses:  Creative Entrepreneurship: Developing the Mindset and Skillsets to Build a Sustainable Creative Enterprise; Arts Leadership Forum

2015-Aug 2017	Dean, University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance
Oversee 150 faculty and 90 staff with student body of 1100.  School is recognized amongst the leading schools of performing arts in the country with an annual budget of 60 million and endowment of 140 million.

2006-2017                   Founder & President, Serafina Arts, Inc

1996-2015		Founder & President, The Sphinx Organization
National arts organization focusing on youth and inclusion in classical music; supervise fundraising efforts, maintain national partnerships, provide guidance for artistic programming; develop and maintain Board of Directors and Advisors; oversee and manage $2,000,000+ annual budget; develop and maintain corporate and foundation funding contacts; supervise all marketing and promotional campaigns
1995-1996		General Manager, Alf Studios
Leading violinmaking studio; responsible for sales, bookkeeping and overall office management

1993-1995		President/CEO, Bard Publishing
Editor-in-Chief of The Bard, literary journal of Southeast Michigan; Editor of The MBO Journal, newsletter for the Minority Business Owners' Association; Editor of The Voice, newsletter for the Council of the Minority Business Owners' Association; Editor of EarthLetter, national environmental newsletter; Co-host of The Bard Radio Hour, an educational/entertainment program promoting the talents of local artists


ACADEMIC SERVICE 
2018	Keynote, American String Teachers Association National Conference

2017	Keynote, Society for Music Teacher Education National Symposium

2017	Guest Speaker, Leaders Connect (Ann Arbor CEOs and leaders in the community)

2017	Keynote, Arts and Entrepreneurship Symposium, U-M Flint

2017	Guest Speaker, Rotary Club of Ann Arbor

2017	Executive Committee, University of Michigan Museum of Art

2016	Guest Speaker, Leaders for Life 2016, Ross Business School Colloquium

2016	Faculty Advisor, Big Thinkers Scholarship, Music Matters

2016	Dean’s Symposium, Peabody Institute

2016	Guest Speaker, Ann Arbor City Club

2016	Guest Speaker, U-M Retirees Association

2016	Ethnic Diversity Summit on Race and Inclusion, Hope College

2016	“Leading with Vision” at Leadership Blue, Zingerman’s Training Ann Arbor

2016	Michigan NEA Video

2016	University Musical Society, President’s Search Committee, board member

2016 	Tribute to Ken Fischer, Director of UMS, Chamber Music America, NYC

2016	“YOUth Voice” Town Hall on DPTV

2015	Fireside Chat with Mike Muse, Shinola Store, Ann Arbor

2015	Speaker, Entrepalooza 2015: Entrepreneurship Through A Kaleidoscope, Ann Arbor

2015	Speaker, U-M Communicator’s Forum, Ann Arbor

2014	First Musical Bridges Francis Family Fellow (awarded by Univ. of Missouri-Kansas City)

2013	Commencement Speaker, Curtis Institute of Music

2012	Commencement Speaker, Bowling Green University

2009	Featured lecturer at Ithaca College

2008	Featured Lecturer at Interlochen Academy’s Community Lecture Series

2007	Featured lecturer at the Chautaqua Institution’s “10:45 series”

2007	Featured Speaker, University of Michigan, Ross School of Business Administration, 
Arts Leadership Speaker Series: “The Power of Classical Music in Social Enterprise”

2006	Commencement Speaker, University of Michigan, Black Celebratory

2006	Commencement Speaker, Longy Conservatory

2006	Presenter, National Association for Schools of Music

2005	Commencement Speaker, University of Michigan, School of Music, Theatre & Dance

2005	Commencement Speaker, Bowling Green State University, College of Arts and 
	College of Education and Human Development

2005	Lecturer, Central Michigan University, “Pulling Back the Screen: The Under-representation of Minorities in Classical Music and the Role of the Sphinx Organization and Music Educators”

2004   University of Michigan School of Music Dean Search Committee, member

2005	Lecturer, Lawrence University Conservatory of Music, “Diversity in Classical Music”

1999	Lecturer, University of Michigan String Department, “Beyond the Screen: Understanding and Preparing for a Career in Classical Music”

1998	Developed Electric String 201, a college-level preparatory course in electric string performance

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

2017-present	Sistema Global, Board of Directors

2017-present	Capital Conversation & Performing Arts Series, Founding Member,
Artistic Advisory Committee

2016		Music for Life International, Honorary Advisory Board Member

2016		Consortium Research Steering Committee, Ingenuity, Inc.

2016		Diversity Action Committee, New York Philharmonic

2016-2017	Independent Sector’s (IS) 2017 Conference Host Committee

2016-present Michigan Youth Civil Rights Academy, Advisory Board

2015-present Detroit Public Theatre, Advisory Board

2015-present	Detroit Music Foundation Board

2015-2017 	CultureSource, Board of Directors

2015-2016	Arts Innovation and Management (AIM) Program, 
DeVos Institute of Arts Management, Associate Consultant

2014-present	Member, Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs (appointed by Governor Rick Snyder)

2014		City of Detroit Entertainment Commission, Member

2014		Independent Sector Advisory Strategic Planning Committee

2011-2013	Association of Performing Arts Presenters, Board of Directors

2011-2016	League of American Orchestras, Board of Directors

2011-present	Downtown New York Magazine, Editorial Board

2010-present	Knight Foundation National Arts Advisory Committee

2010-2012	SNAAP, Board of Advisors

2009-present	Member, National Council on the Arts (appointed by President Barack Obama)

2009-present	The Dworkin Foundation, Chairman

2009-2012	ArtServe Michigan, Board of Directors

2008		President Obama’s National Arts Policy Committee, member

2008-2011	National Guild for Community Schools of the Arts, Board of Directors

2007-2012	Non-profit Enterprise at Work, Board of Directors

2007-2012	University of Michigan’s Alumni Association, Board of Directors

2007-present	National Society for the Gifted and Talented, Board of Directors

2006-present	New England Conservatory of Music, Board of Visitors

2006-present	Co-Chair of the Arts and Cultural Education Task Force for the State of Michigan designing the required arts curriculum for Michigan schools

2006-2014	Co-Chair of the Planning Task Force overseeing the strategic merger of ArtServe Michigan (statewide arts advocacy organization) and MACAA (MI Assoc. of Community Arts Agencies)

2006-present	Center for Black Music Research, Advisory Board

2005		League of American Symphony Orchestras, Strategic Planning Task Force

2005-2013	National Association of Arts Presenters, Honorary Board

2005-present	Classical Roots Celebration Committee, Detroit Symphony Orchestra

2005-2011	WRCJ 90.9 Detroit classical and jazz radio station, Board of Directors

2005-present	From The Top Radio program, Advisory Board

2004-present	Rachel Elizabeth Barton Pine Foundation, Advisory Board

2004-present	Avery Fisher Artist Program, Recommendation Board

2004	Michigan Department of Education and Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, Arts and Education Task Force

2003-2015	Arts Presenters Classical Connections Program, Advisory Committee

2003-2010	Ave Maria School of Law “Salute to Freedom” Program, Host Committee

2002-2016	University Musical Society, Board of Directors

2002-2016	Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum, Advisory Board

2002-2016     ArtServe Michigan, Board of Directors

2000		Walnut Hill School, Board of Visitors and Arts Advisory Board member

2001-present	ASTA Alternative Strings Awards, Advisory Board




PANEL REVIEW SERVICE
2019                 Menuhin International Competition, Finals Juror

2018		Stulberg International Competition, Finals Juror

2016-2017     Annual Sphinx Competition, Finals Juror

2014		Independent Sector Strategic Planning Advisory Group

2014		Silk Road/Harvard Business School Cultural Entrepreneurship Challenge 
		panel (invited by Yo-Yo Ma)			
	
2013		Independent Sector Conference Panel Moderator

2012		Independent Sector’s NGen Awards Selection Committee

2011		Gamechangers Panel, Cranbrook Institute

2010		Kresge Foundation Artist Fellowship, adjudicator

2006		NEA national presenters panel, Grants Review panelist

2005		University of Michigan, School of Music, Theatre & Dance Dean Search Committee

2005		University of Michigan, LeaderShape Guest Leader Panel

2006		Miss Cass Pageant for the Disabled, Adjudicator

2005		Chamber Music America Residency Partnership Program, Panel Member 

2005                 London Music Masters International Competition, Juror

2004		MetLife Orchestra Awards for Excellence in Community Engagement, Panel member

2004		Surdna Foundation, “Arts Teachers Fellowship Program”, Panel Member

2002		Arts Presenters, “Arts Partners Program”, Panel Member

2002		MetLife Orchestra Awards for Excellence in Community Engagement, Panel Member


2001-02 	Arts Organization Development Committee, Michigan Council for Arts and 			Cultural Affairs, Panel Member

1999		Lansing Symphony Youth Soloist Competition, Adjudicator


ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES  	

2017	Author, “Ethos: Rise of Malcolm,” a science-fiction novel published by MorganJames

2017	The Arts Wall, multidisciplinary spoken word performance joined by Yo-Yo Ma and Lara Downes in video reflecting importance of the arts in America that received over 100,000 views

2016	Performs Langston Hughes’s poem “Let America Be America Again,” in a reading set to Lara Downes’ performance of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s “Deep River.”  This music is featured on Downes’ new release “America Again”, inspired by the poem.

2015	Authored libretto, “Jean and Suzanne” by Daniel Bernard Roumain 
(a work commissioned by Harris Theatre, Chicago)

2014	ArtStrike spoken word collaborative multi-media performance in Spain Middle/Elementary School (Detroit, MI) with Yo-Yo Ma, Damien Woetzel, Lil’ Buck, Cristina Pato

2014	Grace: Artistic Collaboration with author Anna Deveare Smith and cellist Josh Roman, Harris Theater Chicago

2012	ArtStrike spoken word collaborative multi-media performance in Telpochcalli Elementary (Chicago, IL) with Yo-Yo Ma, Damien Woetzel, Lil’ Buck

2011	Author, “Uncommon Rhythm: A Black, White, Jewish, Jehovah's Witness, Irish Catholic Adoptee's Journey to Leadership” (memoir, published by Aquarius Press)

2011	Spoken Word multi-media artist, Metamorphosis, presented by Galapagos Art Space; University Michigan, University Musical Society, Ann Arbor Public Library, University Museum of Modern Art

2008	Author, The 1st Adventure of Chilli Pepperz (children’s book)

2004	Performer/poet, Ashiki, a multi-media presentation of music, poetry and photography

2003	Founder/Performing Artist, Mosaic Arts, Inc.

2001	Executive Producer, Director and Actor, Deliberation, Independent Film

2000	Author, They Said I Wasn’t Really Black, a book of autobiographical poetry

1999	Recording Artist, CD Bar-Talk

1999	Recording Artist, CD Ebony Rhythm

1996	Founder and First Violinist of string quartet, Ethnovibe

1990	Concertmaster, Penn State Philharmonic

1989-1990  Founder and First Violinist of the Dworkin Quartet	
1988-1990  Violin Instructor/Performer

1984-1986  Concertmaster, Harrisburg Youth Symphony


PRESENTATIONS

2017	Keynote Speaker, Utah Arts Council, Mountain West Arts Conference

2017	Keynote Speaker, Vanderbilt University

2017	Speaker, Big Ten Academic Alliance Arts, Big Ten Conference Facility

2017	Keynote Speaker, Northern Illinois University College of Visual and Performing Arts

2017	Plenary Speaker, Association of Performing Arts Presenters (APAP), NYC

2016	Keynote Speaker, Walker Art Center, Minneapolis

2016	Speaker, Transforming Communities and Economies through Arts Engagement
The 53rd Annual Conference of the International Council of Fine Arts Deans, Grand Rapids

2016	Speaker, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies Assembly (NASAA), Grand Rapids

2016	Keynote Speaker, Grand Haven High School Performing Arts Center

2016	Keynote Speaker, Baldwin Wallace University Conservatory of Music

2016	Keynote Speaker, Global Symposium on Diversity and Inclusion in Classical Music, 	London

2016	Keynote Speaker, CMS Approved Summit: 21st Century Music Schools

2016 	Keynote Speaker, Thrive Arts Conference, Princeton University

2016	Orchestral Performance and Residency, Mothers of Hope Presents A day with Aaron Dworkin, "Spoken Word Musical Fusion" Community Forum & Mothers of Hope Benefit Concert, Kalamazoo Symphony

2016	Annual Fifth Night Celebration, The Economic Club of Chicago, speaker

2016	3 Million Stories Conference, Arizona State University, plenary speaker

2016	Finding Your Entrepreneurial Spirit, Session for Semi-Finalists, SphinxCon, speaker

2015	Residency/Presentation/Lecture at Penn State University

2015	Residency/Lecture/Panel at Columbia University

2014	Imagine 2025, Charlotte, NC: Featured Speaker

2013	University of MO Kansas City Conservatory, Music Bridges Program: major address

2013	Dance USA National Conference, Keynote Speaker

2013	Emerging Arts Leaders Symposium, Keynote Speaker

2013	Oakland Community College, Keynote address

2013	Association of Texas Orchestras, featured address

2012	Keynote speaker, Chamber Music America Conference

2011	Aspen Ideas Conference, speaker

2011	ICSOM Conference, plenary speaker

2011	League of American Orchestras national conference, panel participant

2010	Keynote speaker, national MENSA Conference in Detroit

2009	Plenary speaker, national Independent Sector Conference

2008	Keynote speaker, International Society of Music Educators Conference (Bologna, Italy)

2007	Keynote speaker, ASTA national conference

2007	Keynote speaker, National Association of Music Merchants conference

2006	Presenter, National Association for Schools of Music

2006	Presenter, American for the Arts, national conference

2006	Presenter and Pre-concert lecturer, Cleveland Orchestra

2005	Featured Speaker, Adult Learning Center, Oakland Community College

2005	Keynote Speaker, Waukesha Symphony, “Achieving True Diversity on Stage”

2004	Presenter, American Symphony Orchestra League Education Conference 

2002	Invited Guest Speaker, National Association for Negro Musicians

2002	Invited Guest Speaker, American Symphony Orchestra League, “Old Commitment, 
	New Energy:  Achieving True Diversity on Stage”

2002	Plenary Panel Member, National Association of State Arts Agencies, “Driving New 
	Agendas”
2001	Keynote Speaker, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, “Classical Roots”

2001	Moderator, Chamber Music America National Conference, “Fitting In:  Finding Your 
	Place at the Chamber Music Table”

2001	Invited Guest Speaker, Michigan Association of Community Arts Agencies, “Tools 
	for Tomorrow”

2000	Invited Guest Speaker, National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts, “Pulling Back the Screen: The Under-representation of Minorities in Classical Music and the Role of the Sphinx Competition and Community Schools of the Arts”

2000	Keynote Speaker, National Suzuki Conference, “Pulling Back the Screen: The Under-representation of Minorities in Classical Music and the Impact of Teachers on Their Students of Color”

2000	Invited Guest Speaker, Ann Arbor Rotary Club

2000	Invited Guest Speaker on Careers in the Field of Music, Pioneer High School, Ann Arbor MI

1999	Invited Guest Speaker, Ann Arbor Symphony Mentorship Program



HONORS AND AWARDS 

2017	Kennedy Center Award for the Human Spirit

2016	Member, Scientific Club at the University of Michigan.  Elected to be one of only 40 members of this prestigious invitation-only society founded in 1883 comprised of a very select group of top scholars and thought leaders affiliated with the university.

2016	Named one of Crain’s National 100 Innovators, Disruptors & Change-Makers

2016	Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, Honorary Fellowship

2013	Royal Philharmonic Society, Honorary Member

2013 	The Eric Oddleifson Arts Learning Award Recipient	

2012	One of Strings Magazine’s Tastemakers and Trendsetters

2011	100 Leaders Who Cook

2011	Angel in Adoption, Senator Carl Levin's 2011 Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
	Institute’s (CCAI) 

2010	The Harvard Vosgerchian Teaching Award

2010	Named one of Top 15 Classical Music Ambassadors “Listen Magazine”

2009	Named one of 15 People Who Make America Great, by Newsweek 

2008	Detroit Crain’s Inspirational Heroes Award

2007	Entrepreneur of the year, National Black MBA Association, Detroit Chapter

2007	The New Metropolitan Detroit Club of the National Association of Negro Business 
	and Professional Women’s Clubs’ Frederick Douglass Award

2007	Detroit Symphony’s Lifetime Achievement Award

2006	Detroit Crain’s “Who’s Who” honoree

2006	Detroit Crain’s “40 Under 40” honoree

2006	University of Michigan School of Music Paul Boylan Award

2005	MacArthur Foundation Fellow

2005	National Governors Association; Distinguished Service to State Government in Arts 
	category, winner

2005	Bethel A.M.E. Church of Detroit, Walton A. Lewis Brotherhood Award

2003	The Detroit News, Michiganian of the Year Award

2003	New Detroit, Closing the Gap Award in area of Youth Development

2003	Detroit Institute of Arts’ Friends of African Art-Alain Locke Award

2003	Interlochen Arts Academy’s Path of Inspiration Award

2003	BET’s History Makers in the Making Award, a national initiative designed to recognize and honor five individuals making significant contributions to the African-American community

2002	University of Michigan African-American Alumni Council’s 5 Under 10 Award

2002	SBC Ameritech’s Excellence Award in Education for accomplishments in the field of 
	education

1998	Martin Luther King Spirit Award

1997-98	Full Fellowship for Graduate Study

1988		Class Honors


PUBLICATIONS 

2010-present	Daily Beast, contributor

2006		Polyphonic.org

2005		William Grant Still Violin Collection, published by WGS Music, foreword

2002	“Old Commitment, New Energy:  Achieving True Diversity on Stage,” Symphony Magazine


2002		“Farewell to Greatness” (tribute to Isaac Stern), Andante,
		(on-line music industry magazine)


MAJOR GRANTS PARTICIPATION

Anonymous Donor	$4,000,000	Support of scholarship and career dev. programs

Knight Foundation	$1,000,000	Support of Detroit programming

Bingham Trust	$1,500,000	Support for educational programming of the Sphinx 
					Organization

JPMorgan Chase	$1,135,000 	Presentership/Underwriter support of the Sphinx 
					Competition and Carnegie Series
Masco Corporation 
Foundation		$400,000	Support of the Sphinx Symphony

Texaco Foundation	$300,000	Title Sponsor of Sphinx Competition

Skillman Foundation	$280,000	Support of the Sphinx Preparatory Music Institute 

DaimlerChrysler 	$250,000	Support of the Sphinx Professional Development Program 

NEA			$250,000	Support of the Sphinx Symphony

Surdna Foundation	$270,000	Support of Sphinx Performance Academy

Knight Foundation	$250,000	Support of the Sphinx Symphony

Kellogg Foundation	$175,000	Support of Sphinx Strategic Planning

Empowerment Zone	$180,000	Support of educational programs

BellSouth		$150,000	Support of Sphinx Classical Connections Program


MAJOR MEDIA COVERAGE

2016		NEA Arts Magazine	Telling all the Stories

2016		The Detroit News	Dworkin turbo-charges UM arts school

2015		New York Times	Sphinx Organization’s Aaron P. Dworkin Will Go to UM

2015		The Detroit News	Dworkin named dean of UM SMTD

2015		Detroit Free Press	New role for Sphinx founder Aaron Dworkin

2015		Crains Detroit		Sphinx founder Aaron Dworkin to leave for new role at UM

2014		String Magazine 	cover story

2014		GIA Reader		Major industry address

2014		Detroit News		Major article

2014		Detroit Free Press	Major article

2012		New York Times	Sphinx Virtuosi at Carnegie Hall review

2012		Washington Post	Sphinx Virtuosi at Kennedy Center review
2011		Chicago Classical Review	Sphinx Virtuosi rave review

2011		Crain’s Detroit	Major article 

2010		The New York Times	 The Sphinx Artists Series, rave reviews

2009		The New York Times   The Sphinx Artists Series, rave review

2008		The New York Times   The Sphinx Artists Series, rave review
					
2008		Chicago Tribune	The Sphinx Chamber Orchestra Inaugural National 
					Tour, rave review

2007		NBC		Aaron Dworkin featured on The Today Show

2007		CNN		Aaron Dworkin featured on the CNN Airport Network - 					Innovators Series

2007		CNN		Aaron Dworkin featured on Anderson Cooper 360°

2007		NBC		Aaron Dworkin featured on Nightly News with Brian Williams

2007		The Story	hour-long feature interview with Aaron Dworkin
			on National Public Radio

2007	Performance Today	feature on the Sphinx Organization’s 10th anniversary Finals Concert

2006		CNN		feature story on the Sphinx Organization

2006		Newsweek	   Cover story

2006	            Chamber Music   Cover story

2005	Detroit News/	Articles on Aaron Dworkin as MacArthur Award recipient
	Free Press
	Washington Post
	Ann Arbor News
	Chronicle of 
	Philanthropy
	JET Magazine

2004/2006	New York Times	Rave Review of Sphinx Gala Concert at Carnegie Hall

2004	People	Article on Aaron Dworkin

2004           Detroit Public TV		Broadcast of Sphinx Competition: Breaking the Sound Barrier
	  				documentary (national broadcast in over 80 PBS markets)
[bookmark: _GoBack]2004	Detroit News	Article on the Sphinx Organization

2004	Symphony Magazine	Article featuring an interview with Aaron Dworkin

2003	Teen People	Article on Sphinx Laureate

2003	Metro Times	Cover Story on Sphinx Organization

2003	CNN-Money	On-line Industry Watch article on Sphinx Organization

2002	Strad Magazine	Article on Sphinx Organization

2002	Strings Magazine	Cover Story on Sphinx Organization

2002	New York Times	Arts & Leisure section feature article on Sphinx Organization

2001	Detroit Public TV	Sphinx Emmy-award winning documentary, Harmony of Strings
		
2001-2003	Detroit Free Press	Articles on Sphinx Organization

2001-2003	Detroit News	Articles on Sphinx Organization

1999	Emerge Magazine	Aaron Dworkin featured in People Watching

