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Film has important message

By Claire Lomax
01943 607022

A FILM about the attain-
ment gap of BAME univer-
sity students is being filmed
at Leeds Trinity University.
Re:tension 1s a 20 minute
short film following the sto-
ry of 19year old Thapelo, a
university student wrestling
with the idea of whether or
not to report racism at his
university after an incident
with his football teammates.
It is written, directed and
produced by Ricardo Barker,
a professional documentary
and filmmaker and Senior
Lecturer in Film Production
at Leeds Trinity University.
Ricardo said: “The attain-
ment gap for BAME students
within the higher education
sector is, unfortunately,
pointing towards institu-
tional racism, unconscious
bias and micro-aggression at
universities across the UK.
Re:tension highlights what
this looks like in reallife,
from the perspective of an
18-year old, a BAME univer-
sity student, someone who
doesn’t know exactly how to
deal with the banter, or in-
sult, they've just witnessed.
It's a powerful story, told
by Thapelo but focusing on
those closest to him - his

Ricardo Barker filming at Leeds Trinity University

friends, family members,

peers and lecturers.”
Re:tension has been sup-

ported financially by Leeds

Trinity University which also
provlcius the set for the two-

week film shoot. Alongside
professional actors, Ricardo
has enlisted the support of 15
student crew members and
in-house production compa-
ny Trinity Vision to support

with the shoot. Ricardo add-
ed: “I'm pleased to be able to
highlight such an important
message through the power
of film and work closely with
our students, alongside pro-
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fessional actors, to create
Re:tension.”
Ricardo's vision for

Re:tension is to provide a re-
source for universities to use
when discussing racism.
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Film premiere

at university

[FILM POWER

By Sally Burton

@ sally.burton@jpimedia.co.uk
@ @Exp_Gemma

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM and
unconscious bias within higher
education are key subjects tack-
led within a film to premiere at
Leeds Trinity University.
Re:Tension is a 20-minute
short film that follows 19-year-
old student, Thapelo, as he
wrestles with the idea of wheth-
er or not to report racism.
Written, directed and pro-
duced by Ricardo Barker, a
professional documentary and
filmmaker, and senior lecturer
at Leeds Trinity, the film high-
lights what institutional racism,
unconscious bias and micro-ag-
gression look like in real-life.
Ricardo said: “It’s a powerful

story told from the perspective
of a19-year old BAME university
student; someone who doesn’t
know exactly how to deal with
the banter, or insults, they wit-
ness, but also focusing on those
closest to him - friends, family
members, peers and lecturers.

I'm pleased to be able to high-
light such an important mes-
sage through the power of film.”

Senior university leaders,
policy makers and local MPs
will attend the November 7 pre-
miere from 4pm.

It will include a question and

answer session with Ricardo,
the university’s deputy prin-
cipal Professor Ray Lloyd, and
cast and crew members. Leeds
Trinity will also present its ed-
ucational toolkit, developed to
accompany the film, for all uni-
versities to use as a resource.

Professor Lloyd said: “Part
of our commitment to ensur-
ing our students, and students
across the country, achieve
their full potential is about
speaking openly and honestly
about the experience of BAME
students.

“We hope Re:Tension can be
used to develop a conversation
and to ultimately have a positive
impact on increasing retention
and reducing the attainment
gap of BAME students.”

ONLINE: For breaking news, visit
www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk

‘I'm pleased to be
able to highlight
such an important
message through the
power of film.”




Media: Yorkshire Evening Post {Main}

Edition:
Date: Thursday 31, October 2019
Page: 29

FILM: Re:Tension will premiere in Leeds.
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Premiere for film tackling racism

A FILM that addresses institu-
tional racism and unconscious
bias within higher education
has premiered at Leeds Trinity
University.

Re:Tension follows 19-year-
old student, Thapelo, as he
wrestles with the idea of wheth-
er or not to report racism at his
university. The film was writ-
ten, directed and produced by
Ricardo Barker, a professional
documentary and filmmaker
and senior lecturer in film at the
university.

More than 150 people attend-
ed the premiere, including staff
and students. senior universi-

FILM: Ricardo Barker, left.

ty leaders, policy makers, local
MPs and professionals from the
film industry.

The event also featured a
auestion and answer session

with Ricardo, members of the
cast and crew, Syra Shakir, co-
chairman of the university’s
BAME network, and Tim Lead-
beater, director of student sup-
port.

Following the premiere,
Leeds Trinity University pre-
sented an educational toolkit,
created by Ricardo and Syra.
The toolkit was developed to ac-
company the film, and once fi-
nalised will be available for all
universities to use as aresource.

Re:Tension was also screened
as part of a discussion panel at
the Universities UK ‘Tackling
Racial Harassment’ conference.
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Film lecturer
puts racism in

the spotlight

A film which addresses
institutional racism and
unconscious bias within higher
education has premiered at Leeds
Trinity University.

The film, called Re:Tension, was
written, directed and produced
by Ricardo Barker, a professional
documentary and filmmaker and
senior lecturer in Film at Leeds
Trinity University.

More than 150 people attended
the premiere, including staff and
students from the Leeds Trinity
community, senior university
leaders, policy makers, local MPs
and professionals from the film
industry.

Mr Barker said: “The reception
to the screening of Re:Tension, as
well as witnessing the connection
the film made with the audience
- causing them to reflect on
their own experiences - was
fantastic.

“Tlook forward to sharing
the film with higher education
institutions, in the hope that it
will provoke open and engaging
discussions.”

BUSINESS DIARY

COPYRIGHT: This cutting is reproduced by Gorkana under licence from the NLA, CLA or other copyright owner. No further copying (including the printing of digital cuttings),
digital reproduction or forwarding is permitted except under license from the NLA, www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA, www.cla.co.uk (for books and magazines) or other copyright body.

Article Page 1 of 1 A23797 - 96




	20.06.09 - Ilkley Gazette - ReTension
	28.06.19 - Catholic Universe - ReTension
	31.10.19 - Yorkshire Evening Post - ReTension premiere
	Yorkshire Evening Post Events 
	Yorkshire Post Business Diary 

